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A Soci;btt designed to ^prpmot^^ the prinpiples of the Raforma^ 
TfOK, having been forined inPork in^ the Spring of '1827 — and a 
deputation consisting of Captain Vemon^R. N. and Cfiptain Goidoni 
having been sent to this coiQtry b^ t^e. MetrqK)litaQ. Society of 
Great Britain^ with the same object ;— it was proposed that the Coric, 
Society should unite with that in London;r— whc^eappn a Meeting, 
was heM on the lOtb January^ )||i38, and contin\ied by. adjoiurment • 
'till the following day, to consider the propriety of beoomipg Anxiliary 
to the British Sooie^ — the Rev; William Lewis. Bsaufort^* 
Son-in-Laj^^ the I^oap Bisqqp of Cork, was unanimously called 
to the Chairi and^addr^ss^ed thQ. I^^eting as follows . — 

' My Friendaand FeU«w Citnena, Jtisnot without feelings ol un^ 
feigned regret and. reluctance that 1 ftid^myself occupying this station 
ainong.yeuy .at a meeting convened for purposes so important, so deeply 
iateresting and so distinguished in' point 'ofniimibers and respectability, ^ 
1- should have sincerely- wished to see >thi8 post occupied by a more 
suitable pers(m than the inexperienced and obscure individual to whose 
lot it has devolved, but the call has arisen fromva oonounrence of un- 
toward circumstances^ The head of the Ghurch in this city, though 
participatipg. warmly in the* object in view, and uniting vrith his whole 
heart in the benevolent purpose of the society, is unfortuaatiJy dis- 
abl^ by th^ heavy pressure of indisposition from taking any active 
part in die prooesdinf^y and I have his instructbns to say, that though 
it has not been in kis power to bestow that- minute attentioh which at 
another time his sense of duty would demand,*^ and for tvhiph'his clear 
and correct judgment might be woll'^ualified upon the policy of the 
measures to be ad<^ted, the design itself has his warm and his hearty 
approbation. 

The learned lOid exoellent Bish<^ of the adjoining Diocese has also 
been pleased to signify his concurrence and piromise of support^ though 
he ^0 has been withheld by obstacles from giving us the countenance 
of his presence in this chair; while we are in like manner deprived by 
other' intervening difficulties, of ourl^rethren, the inferior dignitaries 



of the church in this city. And the kind and ready aeqaiescence of a 
noble lay I^rd, vioe-preaid^ntoflbe Society afcive, — who is ever ready 
at the public call to assist in advanoin|^ the interests of his country — 
efer anxious for tliie improvement o^ the people — ^has been unfortunately 
£nistnited by e vxsitatiDn of severe domestic affliction. Under these 
eirauHistanoes, depending on your indulgence to my d^ciencies, and 
j^fiovwig myveif possessed of cue ^ualifii^ation for the post^ a deep 
interest ki'^ cause and ardent wishes for its success, and knowing 
tiMit ^ weakest instruments in the hand of HIM who disposeth of all 
thiiigs, ave sufioient for the acoompUshment of the mightiest designs, 
I liave i&Bly to request jronr assistance and support, whilst I endea- 
vour to Aschaige tiie duties of Che office tibat has devolved upon me. 
The olivet which has brou^t us together this day is briefly this.-^ 
In the month of May last a Society was formed m the metropolis of 
this Bff^fiXfi, ip4unpicebendui£ within it a tf ly llMrgt poitiao of the most 
di9tiogi)i«M ia % caipmuuty, both Ifj fud ^odesiastae, whose wow- 
e^pwrpp^ 1^ tp 1^4 a<^ gm^^ ^? iPafinwati^ft of Religion among 
ipqpf^on^ pf jQifi^lg tl^ 9«p^ Q9Mi» Qrt^ wd whose design is^ta. 
effi^t tW ^n^vtaot pivpi^^ by lAoUitQitiflg the a^quwitioB of Soriptii- 
r^l k^oido^ AUd ttmof, iwfiitiAi Ko i^ien spiritinl light and wis- 
d(wy (frOiV^ iV' 7. 1%) C< WMom" siya tjMrnqral IVeaoher « is the 
prippjjp^ ibipg^ thereto f^ wisifm^ Wi with aH thjr gatting getim* 
^mfum^^r >^t h^ and sh^ «M1 fKQsMe ikea to Jumour ;-r^et her 
i^opfOtk^fii^iof^^il^^^^f* SiiiQitar ia its object and CO ope- 
m^m if^JjP^oisfi aod |4aib % ^^ 9poi?iy has yiore reeentiy been 
iiC^sJdtQt^din oji^ ow!^>||pM W^ A# high a^di enooin^ng sane- 
t^ ,9f the Uwi^ 4^'^^^^ ^ ^bal tea ; and mamf oouatry 
Tpwpa tyiye fiat&b)isM ^^^ff^^t^ tWMMa of this Ckrisliaa Assooia- 
ftioi^ inQi4ier(y i^ i^re |p€i|J| ii|VilMD«tiQn ^ prmded,to 

fttrfti^r OAOiD^ \ip^^f^;/&^f it» baaevol«olb dasign; whilsl ia our own 
City an Association was formed several months ago^ alike in pdaoipb ; 
^{^ ajmiiy ^tbe s^jne^ttl^pt by liimliir m^W^-rrelba point then which 
i^tp b& propoi^ »>*dy forft^ ^QmJMiiku of the aa^idbiad^ mem- 
bers of thj0 la^ Aa^ooiatipB, ^ Qm pwpfieflf ^ untiag th^mselvea 
iQriih t|b/^ l^etiofqpoljtpa $<^if4f^ mi hf the jadc^ikioa of nsokilions, 
^^g> W B y» iJi i Pi ia. f>jj^ in yria w ylff aiid ia piap, '•otslitikiBg then- 
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selves a hmoA of it. Tiie subjeot for yout* coDsitkratioili is tbe e$cpe- 
diency of the measure tbat we propose to youi and hen fai! yon will 
be induoed by a{){urobatioQ of ^ sMMaealv wbickyou wiU bear* ta> 
give us y oor patronage ai^d yoqr sippport 10 fivHi^riaf and piQBM>tiaf . 
ibis laudable object* You will bear detailed h<m tbe {ipe of tbi^ 
eloquent gentlemen around mfi^ tfae pri^iploB,, the obj^ iomI the plim 
of the sooiaty, and for tbem T do aonfesathit I- do a(iafi4w% tataai^ 
pate yourcooaqrraaaaaqdwiinpilf hapaf9ryQare9Mive«a-<qp^^ 

I shidi fiEstbowevec shortly advert to theai in a gfa»rid way^ m the 
hope that a siqiple view of tba Society's ^indamealal rules, wsy serfe 
to disarm in every reascKMiUe bosoo^ ths Vj^t of |x!i4(|adi<Hid hoslil%. 
The princtpU by which tbe Society is s^oluatdd H 'w> other thiui Uia 
principle of the Cbristiaii,--of obedience ^ oai aomsoo li0id» in ^mg 
good one to ai^ther: Hisapriooipk of lawavshi^biiaives to benefit 
uU our felbw orfabiireSj without rcfa^d V^th^ir ai^fdtf 1. aot Qf^ in iba^ 
passing concerns of Ae perishable bo&f, but yet mta^ ia^tib^am daring 
interests of th^ everksting spirits The ^^ ^tha 8<w)ietjt is^ oaa 
which can scarcely isxcite censure^ It ia to git^ ^ tbasa th^i viaal^-^ 
is to bestow treasare invalaable <m» thoda that diand in a6ed o{ ij^ 
treasure tbat can never be exhaasted— tb< Masara Of Iba vfvit^ ^ 
light of btowledge ooncaming ^eir atemojl iat^vestsi, It is to renew 
and replenish the stores whiah way tev0 Im^k eahansted Igr l»pM «S 
time, or may heve be^n aorrupM |iei)|ii|ia by «Msvsa«v Ml bvman 
things are subject to de^i^, and r#fui«a ivMnalnm; -all earttly iianga 
are perishable, but in the ban4» of ^ aV-wis^ CraslPKtf thaCTaiteise 
they are regularly ce^ewadby periK>diael 0m)liitiai» inulia aU tha iab- 
rior parts of the oreatiaui througb hit «U|Weaid aidiMim> daoay leads 
to reprodnotion* Man afone^^-^maHt dcsigpad ta sarmatiia finAs of 
time— inteSaataid, spmtuhd ^ulii is aaevpt tmm thia afcaoltito aaatfd, 
and permitted to guida himealf. Tha aund of aia% eadbwad with bea 
will, is graa^ .to him f<Nr to guidflnM« Tha iikid of man b aUoiaedt 
by thauseofthlttiissfedw^witttopre^ fay ila awn exeslioa .fior 
its own [Hreai^rvaitioa, sufqiortoi Maed by tfia pvcmiia of ibvuia 
aasistaaoe to aid tha weakness of bis tfis4s> bufr sabjeet to a faeaay 
responsibilityr, with aU its awful aonfl«H|nriiaalm fiff the osa to aihioh 
tbit&MHlmofwia^hallbeiamit, and fci tha ft^Miioii to Miohit 



xmy tead" with regard to the acceptance or rejection of those gra- 
cious offers of aid fiy)m above^ whithoirt^ which, such is the fratilty 
of human nature, that all our inott strenuous efforts are insufficient and" 
our best resolutions unstable. All human institutions therefore, M- 
iftstitu^ona passing ihrou^ the hands of man, partaking of the fraihy 
of the ortgibal from whreh thej emanate, and' infected by the medium 
through wMek ^ey pass, Ao- m the kipae of time suffer deterioration^^' 
corruption and perversion. Aflilierelbre re4|uire r^/brm^t^. 

The truth of this position is evinced with regard to seouhur affairs by 
the reTolutions wliieh have taken place in human Govemmentsr, 
during, all the periods of th^ worid, and the outcry which we daily 
hear among oursdves for reform in all departments of the stdte, 
whether civil or legislative, plroy^s that it is acknowledged even now. 

purely they who cry out with so miidi zeal for reformation in mat- 
ters which are but temporaty in their duration, and which can at 
most concern buttlie perishable objeete d(thisfleettng> this evanescent 
world> can with no consistency condemii the application of the saihe 
principal to ma^iM^ affeo<sng bw welfare during the never ending time, 
or deny the necessity of reforming aad eradicating errors which reganT 
our interests, in Aal spiritual state of bein^ in which our keenest per- 
ceptions will be called into action, and which will never conclude. 
Reformation therefore in spiritual oonoertis is rendered necessary by 
the frailty of roan, equally as in his temporary and passings interests, 
and accordingly for such spiritual reformation in' religious belief and 
practice,' we have the highest possible sanction and we are not with- 
out examples the mostauthoirative. Was not the deliverance of Israel 
from bondage tind from the idolatry of Egypt a great reformation of 
the siidciog religion of the people ? Was not that a reformation when 
they were taught by Moses tOknow their God, when Moses refreshed 
in their hearts die love of God, when he gave them a new standard of ^ 
right, and a hew law in delivering to them the written word of 
revelation ? Was not that a signal reformation which was effected by 
tlie good king Joshua when he read to all the people, profane and ido- 
latrous die book of the word of God long lost — dispised — forgotten — 
but found by the High Priest under the dust of years in the Temple of 
tjhe Lord — ^wfaen be thus reclaimed the people from their licentiousness^ 



end revived in their heturts the law of the living God ? Was not timt 
a most distingaished ^ligioHS ceformation which was iatrodooed by 
the SON. of the Most High GfodhlinselfyWheB he expounded to the 
people the true and spiritual, plirpose of -tibat again misapplied and mis^ 
interpreted Law, when he rebuked th6 chief rpriests and the rulers for 
their vain worship, pcevertitig ad they dtd'the law through ignorance of 
-the Scriptures — ^making -the comlaandments of God tf none effect-by 
their traditions and teaching for Doctrines the commandments of men* 
When declaring the 'end and purpose of the Ji^sh'^stabliMtment to 
be fulfilled and accomplished in his person, he abrogated institutions 
which had existed for above a thousand yetes, and 8«|ierseiding tliem by 
a new and moreperfect order t>f things, bepitt andefld'to an establish^ 
ment which had been received by gienerition after generationj livith aU 
4he fopd tena«>ity of national partiality, and l«ligi)dtts affection. 

Such is the object, wkich the Sooidfy propo^, dach the ^iriiuid 
•^reformation which they' have in view* ft is to bring back tfaetninds 
of men to the knowledge of that true aud only rule — the soriitPurbs 
OF God's holt word ; it is to reform abuses, wbich, through human 
frailty, error, ignorance, the loss, as 4)o common use, of 'the book of 
TruU),have <Hrept into the bosom of Christ's Chuvdr during the lapse 
of ages to tarnish the purity of the christian iaitb. 

Lastly, thei'/an by whidi the soci(f(y|Hopi)6esto^ectttiis great--^ 
this pre-eminent — this d^ply intfliresting object, <;oiisists simply in 
.giving facility of access to that souFoe of spiritual light and know^ 
4edge ; — in setting «ip more distinctly within the view of all — by pre- 
senting if possible to the observation of .-every individual, that only 
true, only infalliable standasd which proceeding from the p^n of Mo- 
ses, was able to set a hedge round About the Israelites and preserve them 
seprarate from a prophane world— which- in tiie hands of the king of 
Judah was capable of refinming and reohiiming the people from licen^ 
tiousness imd idolatry — ^wbich in the person of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour, himself the word iocamate, was capable Uirough him of re-; 
newiag the heart of man unto salvation ; — and which in times long 
subsequent, after being again ob8Ctu*e for ages under the du^t of hii- 
man superstition and depravity, on being once more discovered to the 
vvorld, brought to light with it the life andimiiKMrtality of the Gospe' 



mnymg coftsoktbR to At ^MoMf md podriAg Might and ooiiiferl 
iblo tlie hiMm aS ev^rj wMAy railMf vrlio fiii0fiHy MMmd if. 
• Tbii ift «be iutruhMil wliifii die gMdtf ptopm^ fo mHke hmI o^ 
lUs It tlieswqrd ttfomm^ffMtt ^BmAs/' to me ffte iig<iSfieiiAle3tpr«s- 
tidn of «n MOle nvrilnr^ aiMttgsl ^untli^^ faile of the A^ntftii Ca^ie* 
lie Conmunioiiy ^b0aktaf«the ApOiti«saf thkafe^lMrt cff «ll bMl» 
the H% fiaripttttn t( tim wold of 0#d Hre lib onlf Mftdtrd ef 

tsdidii^^ (Hdb. 4; 12.) «^TtM v«r<^ ^( O^A k ^cMr/'^^^^ f» fttillg 
(Is. 40. 8.) ««llMr wont <rf cnjr G«4 ihuN MMd fe«llM'«\^/'*'^^it 

tottediviAiifiMmdiTCif «Mii Md spidl^ dnoeMl^g tti« tlM^glrts ttnd 
intents of the Imtty*" and ^ipaUe of ^iSsMititigliii^ tiMl tiiitt»^Ikig 
Hie mtrieaiks wmi Mmwrn ef Che dtMeMM lieatt of iMif^ mti the 
liMis of die ierii. This » the only lastrttmeAt IM the so«ii4l^ p N ipweft 
•to uie-^tiiis » our mortf-^-otir oi^y sweni — (!t. Cer. x. 4.) fer the 
WMpoiie of our warfare are not eamal — but yet *' iffighty tlirovgb Ood 
aren to the pallidg down of strong hdds/' 

Ko ot^r Motive w to hit nade ase of^ n4» see^yar noti>e b to he 
resorted to, no prospeot of any temporal heaefif, otmhtt, or admtege 
as to thoooneems of thm W0iid> save Aat which the hl^ssii^ of ^od 
liestows oa the faithfol wkd hamble heart. No hribe^ no direat or de- 
nmeiatiott of pains temporal or eteraaf^ to mfifiiidate^ no artiiee to 
t^ajole even mto Hie aooeptanee of this saered and invahaible role, it 
u no system of pr^elytism ; proselytism aeoor^g to its coftimon ao- 
-eeptatioa we ahhor. We ahhor the notion of safiering wefdlf aiotivcs 
la tamper with rdigKyas prmeipies or praotioe, aad i MemtAf assta^ 
yon that f coald by no means answer it to my eaflsoienee to sit ni' Ibis 
plaoe and oo-c|»etaite> aor^ { will boltfy ^efHtore to afffw, w«iM any 
'Ofie of Ae leepcelcd and Bo w ffC fc d gelMcmen arooiiA me IcMdLtheip oohh- 
fenaaoe to pMmote «ny sehe^ie m whiefc saeb laterfsfetme tni^ m the 
leaioleca degree ooatefeaphrted. Bat the glory of ama is his ftiee oMd 
indepeDdeiit iatolleet ; it is his privilege, his anriieaaUe pntftege, and 
power, and right, to oommimioate thtovrgh the spirit mUk Ms God, 

'-ft no oAer interveatioft than Aat of Hhe one oi#f Mttmtbw, kifMelf 



Gvd, is the high prerc^alive >^bich diistii^shes m^ fivin every otbfa: 
work of this sublupary oro^tion: on.t^eirighiu^^oCtiiesepre-eii^ineDteq- 
dowme^ dependa tl^Ju^ppiqeiss pf mm htivie %i^'in eternity ; for tbs 
right m^. of thin great gift mm will be r^spcuiaaibleTr-forthis i9^iU «veiy 
manifldividufiily, aadijihisowri ft^i^m, be p^M |» 9«s,>fvei: before lbe 
tribua&l of the gre^t Judgi;> ^h/^n^ Aiefe in qq r^^^ct of pj^r9QD9- To 
enable ev^ m^m therefor^, to i{indi<»ute t)ie fre^pii e| those fs^iiltai^ 
powers, whi^h were bestowed on hiiQ b^ his Cr^i^tor, to furnish him 
with Ae \mt' nsskt^me, ^nd g^ide tP (^e^ppper {mq4 piFpfits^le use 0f 
theniy with the only infallible — only trust- worthy -«t^ qhH^ safe gmif, 
we ho)d it to b^ the gref^te^t mdr mo$t eminent se^ipe that inan can 
rendeir unto man. S<ifih is !th^ boaoi wbiph Om S^oi^y is d^irow »( 
bestowing on their cpodtrys^en ; il j^ on$s wbifih is esp^^iatiy efUed 
for at this period of the woild, wb^Q tb^ spirit of tk^.timesimUoates 
its necessity, in the ardent desire which we see diffusing itself among 
the minds of men, for the attainment of knowledge; the thirst for spi- 
ritual knowledge above all, which has created such a fermentation in 
men's minds, as to have ahready burst forth in various Instances, 
through all the trammels and restraints that have been imposed by 
those whose constant endeavour it is, to fetter tiie human understand- 
ing ; ^estraiiits, which efforts the most vigorous, are at l^is moment 
labouring to strengthen and redouble. 

This is the object, this the plan, and such the principles of the so- 
ciety, 4o which you are now called on to lend your countenance, and 
to give your co-operation. May the Providence of God bless their 
endeavours with success, enabling them to sow the seed of ttie divine 
.word in the hearts of their fellow countrymen, ^tiU ^'liie earth be filled 
with the knowledge of the Olory of the Iiord, even as the waters co- 
ver the sea (Hab. ii. 14.) 

The secretary-of the Metropolitan Society will now read to you 
the rules thatbave been adopted for the regulation of their proceedings 
and if their be any person present duly qualified by attainments or 
respectability of station, who may desire to offer his observations on 
any thing that he shall hear, he shall in courtesy be attended to, al- 
though not a member of the society, but under th^e provisons. — 
That his ianguagebe decorous, and such as becomes the situation and 



%1i^ subject (m which he speaks — that he avoid personality, and iitcf^ 
'levant matter, and aboTe al)^ th&t he abstain from political subjects dt 
^allusions; it can scarcely be necessary to caution tlfe Reverend friends 
'who surround me, against the use of language even apparently at 
variance with the spirit of christian love, or to ihtreat they niayn<^ 
"suffer themselves to be betrayed by any wafmth of feeling into expres- 
•'•ions which have^eventhe sound pf asperity or vituperation. 

Before the' Rev. Chaitman sat down he again stated the regulations 
by whichrthe Melfting was to be ;govemed ; adding to 4;he above the 
. followitog'two,— 

That no speaker ishaH exceed mofe thiin three quarters 'ef an iiour> 
and two speakers shall not be permitted to follow on the saine side. 

Every speaker shall be amenable to the chair. 

That the Meeting break up at Fetir o'Clock precise|y> — 

CAPTAIN GORDON, Seceetary to the British Refor- 
mation Society then came forward and said : — 

Before Sir,vl read the Resolution which has been put into my hands, 
I think it due to 'this Meeting to express my sincere regret^ that those 
who represent the British Reformation Society, have not been able to 
secure the -assistance which ihey had expected, on the. present impor- 
tant occasion. We did hope Sir, that one or two distinguished indi- 
viduals from the Metropolis,would have aided our efforts this day, but 
* circumstances over which they have no control have ocoured to prevent 
their attendance. The resolution which I have the honour to propose 
is as follows-; — , 

That approving of the object and the proceedings of the British Re- 
formation Society, this Society becomes Auxiliary to it, and be hence- 
forth designated " TAe Cork Atixiliary to the British Society^ for 
, promoting thie Religious principles of the Reformation* 

This Sir is the resolution which has been committed to me, and I 
trust it is one which this respectable meeting will approve and adopt, 
when they become acquainted with the character of -the institution to 
whicbit refers. 

The object Sir, of the Society which I have tlic honour to represent 
is stated in its designation. It is to promote the religious principles 
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of tke RefiwriaatiaQ, to extend the influence of that mighty revolution, 
which eiqanoipated so large a portion of Europe from tlie yoke of a 
Spiritual despotism. If it be demanded of me, that I should state what 
these principles are, 1 answer, that they are justification by faith, 
through the atoning blood and meritorious righteousness of a Crucified 
Redeemer ; coupled with regeneration of heart, and sanctification of 
life, by the spirit of the living God: • 

These Sir> are the religions principles of the Reformation, and I 
fipeak confidently, when I say, that the are principles to which every 
Scripturalty instructed Protestwit will' subscribe. The plan by which 
the Society proposes to cany its object into efiect^ Js holding up to 
the understanding of the Nation the contrast which exists between the 
principles of Scripture,, and the do^ines of the Church of Rpme. It is 
in other words, to contrast the doctrines of the Council of Trent with 
the Religion of the New Testament, and to encourage an appeal to 
the law and to the testimony, on every subject connected with a sin- 
ner's salvation In this important and sacred undertaking, the Society 
so far from wishing toTepress discussion, has adopted the most likely 
method of promoting it, and on every such occasion as the present, 
will be happy to hear, the objection? of any person who may dis- 
sent from the principles which have been . stated, provided he sub- 
mits to the rules that are. laid down for the regulation of the discussion. 
I shall now read from the printed circular of the British Reformation 
Society the plan of operation which it has laid down as the practicaLi 
groundworl^ of the -system. 

PliAN OF OPE&ATION,:. 

The Society proposes :-^ 

1st. To assist Clergymen, and others engaged in promoting th^ • 
Reformation to purchase (when they cannot ^be gratuitously ob- 
tained) such quantities of Bibles, Testaments, and Religious Tractei 
as may be necessaiy to meet the encreasing wants of their respective 
parishes and districts. 

2nd. To supply individuals ^and branch Associations ^ith the 
means of adapting useAiI instruction to the local peculiarities of thenc 



](%^p«t$dve distrids^ by the ptiblication of finportatat controyersy, pasto- 
ral ^ddressieSy mteresting correspondence, and bffidavits, of oth^r forms 
of testimony, in liilsWet to mistitlenlients. demanding^ feftjttatiota. 

3(1. ^o defray the expense of controversial meetings, and the 
pulblication of their proceedings. 

4th. To collect and circulate through Great Britain, eutb^ilic 
in^Iligence respecting the mqral condition of Ireland;^ and the progress 

of the Reformation. 

■ « ' ■ ' • 

5th. To'adq)t evety praoticlibla mode of desseraioatuigtbe teli- 
gtous priddiples of the Ri^formatlony among^Roman. Catholics in other 
parts' of the British Etopire. . . - 

dth. 'In thfe foil spirit bf the foregomg xtesigny tho Sodtfty dis- 
tcle^his ^1 connexion ^ift pdlHfes, and 'wlttlioW fcfrih bo s^ctflar in- 
thiccment tp p^bselytfera .' 

The plan which has been presented, embraces the twofold object of 
aiding the exertions of established societies, and providing the addi- 
tional means whicli are wanting to enable individuals and local aso- 
ciations to adapt instruction to the present slate of the Roman Catholic 
population, t'rbm th6 above statement, the public must perceive that 
the British Reformation Society, witl hold out no temporal inducement 
to Roman Ca^olics in the accomplishment of its olyects. It must be 
equally ol)vious, that tHe vievvs of tlie l)h-ectors, are entirely uncon- 
nected With politics. — Their aim, is to combine the diffhsioh of reli- 
gious truth with the means of its vindication, and to leave the result in 
hands of Him, who said, ^' My word shall not return unto me void/ 
In this solemely important undertaking, tliey desire to persuade their 
Roman Catholic brethren by their practice-as "weil as their professions 
that in exposing what they consider thepemioious errors of the Roman 
Catholic religion, they are influenced solely.by the interest which they 
. feel for the present and eternal weifere of its professors, and by aa humble 
desire to promote the glory of God. Mr. Gordon entered into a parti - 
cular explanation of each head of this statement, and pointed out its 
practical bearing upon the objects and prospects of the Reformation. 
He then continued. Such, Sir, are the objects and plan of the 
British Society, for promoting the religious princtples of the Refer- 
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mailion, and if- we view tliemin ccmnexioo witlitfae operatioa oF exisK 
ing Ihslitutious/we shall find that tb^ wHl harmonise with, and sdniH 
)ate the whot^ system of Sm'iptoral tnJBtrafition in this coanHy. The^ 
Rtfonimti6n Society^ ^i 839181 the operations of eveiy estaibhAed: 
institution^ and supply al the same time, whatever w^as wantiag, to^ 
adopt in6fniotion to the exiittHlg oinntinfi^taffces of the country. Svary 
AssooiatioB which it fonfiSr will beoome a ^hnnael for diffu^iag mor9- 
exteiffiively the benefit of previously ^slablisbed. socielief}, by giving^ 
publicity to thehr oiyects, qiHd enoteasing the demand fott^hahr instrac* 
tidn. The object 6f the Bible Society is simply to pcepaix) and pre- 
sent the Bible to those 'who willingly i^oeive it, and in the proseoation 
of this d^yect, it bus nothing to do wilh the diferenoe between, one 
ereed andanother. it is ready to bestow the tliblewhen it is demanded^, 
but we must have recourse to other aieans, inci^atitig th<i demand.. 
There is not a clergytnan or layman, Sir, wi&m tny hearing wli<i does, 
tiot know, that there are thousands, I wish I could not say millions, in, 
thi^ country, who believe that they are ind^ndent of the Bibte for. 
their Religion, lind will even look upon the possession df it aa dange-. 
geroas to their salvation. It will be in Yain that we offet this Bible to> 
men who are in ^is situation. We know from esfperience that it 
woukI te instantly rejected. We must approach tlie anderdtanding of< 
snoh persons tfarois^h t^ medium of the prtfss. Y<ra ara^t reach f he 
intellect through various channels of controversy and convensalion and 
local discussion on the subject of tiie JBtblte, ^bdbre we 'oan give Hiem 
any just conceptions of the chamcter of the book, or excite in 'their 
Itiiikd a suspicion that tlie religion diey profess is opposed to the revela- 
tion which it contains. Then, and not until th^n, shall we create a 
geiiieral demand for the Bible among those who are ignoHEtit of 'Hs ^exist- 
ence or nfraad of its touch, it is in this manner that the Reformation 
Soeiety^^l become a valuable aulciliary to all tlie Societies m dpetatkm. 
It leaxres each in possession of ils own field, and without ttttempting to 
intisrfere with t^e objects of any, it will simulate the progrete of aM 
An objection, Sir, has been made to the Reformation Soci^ 
foumled upon the supposition tiiat the plan^f proceedings which 4t %«s 
Bdoflted will repd Roman €atiioli^ from the •eff^tts whicli at^ tisfng 
to fwomote theirTO^iversion. This^bjcction Sir, like every other v*ltich 
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I; liave heard urged agaiiut the Society^ is at vananoe with experience and* 
in answering it, we have simply to refer to t|ie character, and spirit o£ 
the ineetingSy whiah have been held in the most Roman Catholic part» 
of the country. Having it in my. power a short time since to attend a 
very respectable meeting of the Bible Society held in the town, of Carlow. 
I was told by a gentleman well acquainted vHth the Roman Catholio 
population of the place, that there were not half a. dozen peisons of 
the persuasion present in the assembly. A meeting of the Refimna- 
lion Society was held in a fortnight afterwards, lEUid at this Meetings 
not fewer than 250 Roman Catholics were present. In Carlow, we 
shall perhaps, find as much religions excitement as in any 'part of the 
country, but even in Carlow, the advocates of the Reformation Society 
were attentively listened to, by Roman Catholics, during a discussion 
whidi occupied the greater part of two days, and the meeting after- 
wards separated without an expression of hostility or uncharitable 
feeling. Another meeting of the Society , was held in Kilkenny, and 
there too, we were threatened with the violence of a savage and bi- 
goted population, ready to avenge what they might consider^ the 
slightest insult offered to tlieir religion. On this most interesting occa- 
sion, at least 600 of these same savages attended — ^a discussion took 
place, and after listening with attention, 'till the close of the pftcee* 
dings, they separated in a spirit of peace, I might adduce biajiy more 
instances to prove that means such as the Socie^ emplbys, wili always 
create an interest in the minds of Roman Catholics. They are 
anxious to hear what can be said upon the subject of the diierences 
between the two Churches, and I have no hesitation in affirming, that 
the meetings, and the proceedings which promise to afford most infor- 
matioa on these subjects, will be most numerously attended But as it 
is objected to the Society, that it is calculated to repel Roman Catho^ 
lira, 80 it is asserted,, that it is admirably fitted to congtegalte political 
Protestants^— when I say political Protestants, I mean the description 
of persons who are extremely alive upon the subject oi poliiicalPrptesr 
tantism, without manifesting any corresponding anxiety, about the reli- 
(rious interests of Protestantism. For such Protestants as these the 
Reformation Society has no attractions, and I am not aware that we. 
Imve bcbeld the countenance of one such; at any of ouv.meetingal.. 
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tin the contrary, we have on several oicGasionsy experienced thellr 
decided hostility. 

Those-Protestttnts whortfaoe their Protestantism to Hie BiUe as its 
'Source^ are the only f>ersons who have oome forward^ or a^e likely to 
come foFwafdj in support of an attempt to impart the religious Uess^ 
ingS'of the 'Reformation to others. 

. Another objection, and the t>nly one Uiatl feel called upon to notiee 
•is^ that the Society although it may te pursning a right end, is pursifr- 
«ing that end by objectionable means; contrbversy, we are told, is not 
the way to forward the. interests of religious truth, and the advocates 
of the Reformatioa Society aj^ lectured from* such teits. '< The Ser- 
'.vants of God should be gentle and not strive." The Bible is appeal- 
,ed to^on the subject, and we ni-e told, that ^controversy wUlett is oaI« 
-culated ta excite and influence the human passions, is not the way to 
open the understanding to the. influence of christian truth. I would 
.recal to the recollection of this class of objections^ the means by which 
uiider Providence, our ancestors were emancipated from the yoke ^of 
the Church of Rome. I would recal to their recollection the practice 
of our Cranmers, our Ridleys, our Latimers, our Hoopers and others, 
who won the Crown of 'Martyrdom: through controversy ; what, Sir, 
is the^Bible itself, but a system of controversy, fin^ its opening to its 
close. There is not a part of the inspired volume that does not con- 
trovert and condemn the errors, the prejudices, anidthe miiiconceptions 
of those to whom it was addressed. — ^tfaroughont-the'Old Testament, 
it is in substance or in words, ''Son of Man, shew ihe House of 
Jacob their sins, and Israel their transgressions." And did the Pbincb 
OF Peace when he visited our world, prove by his personal example, 
that his followers were to abstain firom controv^r^f ? Did he not 
on the contrary, combat publicly tl^ errors qf the Jewish people? Did 
he not charge them with making void the Word oT God by their tradi* 
tions? -*- did he not controvert, and condemn the errors of the Phari < 
sees, the Saducees, the Scribes, and the Lawyers ? we find him not 
only proclaiming the Gospel whicb be was commissioned to preach, 
but constrasting the Gospel with the errors of those to whom he was 
declaring it. And what I ask was the practice of his Disciples who 
succeeded him, and who as they were under die influence of the Holy 
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%Birit^ coYildnothfliTe miateken the right mode of addressing their 
hearers. Does' St. Paul, in his Address to the Galiatians, contenjt 
hinnelf, with the tepublications. of the tndtfas which the GaUaiiaos had 
ori^nally believed ? no — for we find him oontrasting tJie^e truths with 
the opinions which hild tdcen posseission of/the Church. Again we find 
%he same Apostle holding public controversy in the Synagogues of the 
• Jews, find disputing two whole years in the Sohool of one Tyrannas. 
'The message also to the S^en 'Churches^ was a message of control 
Versy, and m short, all the mcBps employed in the propagation "of the 
Oosperwithtntfie period of inspiration, were 6f aoontrc^rsial characr 
W. I shah not. Sir, Tefer to. other objections, because I consider 
that I have «&eady noticed ail that are deserting of observation^ nor 
'shall I trespass further on the time of the meeting, than merely to say^ 
I hold myself, in readiness to answer ai^ objection eidier to the prii^ 
ciples or ike proceedings of the Society, wheo called apon to do so. 
I therefore conclude wHh proposing the resointion which I have read. 
^carried,) 

The Rev. H> NEWMAN next rose and said— Mr. Chairman we 
liave been assembled here this day for a most i^nporUint purpose, to 
fofia a Society for promoting the spiritual and eteroal wel&re of a 
large portion of ^ur fellow coimtxymen, to shew them the truth — pure, 
unmixed, christian truth, to shew them those errors which may endan- 
ger their everiestrng peece^— and to lead them to the living fountains 
of water, to the pure and htavenly doctrines of the blessed Gospel of 
our Lord uA Saviour Jesus Christ If Sir, it is the part of true bene- 
volenec;) as it assuredly is, to fiorm Societies for promoting men's tem- 
poral wel&re, and flie relief of their bodily diseases, surely it is the 
part<>f tiie ooatistent believing christian who Joves his fellow-creatures, 
to form Societies for higSb^ pwposes Societies which'may tend under 
God to promote the evedasting peace — the everlasting happiness of 
their immoital soi;ds. t am , aware, Sir, that in coming forward to 
constitute Reformation Societies, and point out the religioiis differen- 
ces that exists between us and our fdlow-€ountrymen, we may be ae- 
^siieed 4^ illifaerality and want of charity. But, Sir, let me ask^ what 
is chcMTity ? rational oBarity ? If we saw a fellow-feature walking on 
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Uindfold ta the verge of a dangerous precipice, would it not *oe clia^ 
rity> to tell liinl of his danger, thpugh it might alarm his fears, and ex* 
cite his displeasure? And if -we see thousands of immortal souls walk' 
ing on towards the gulf of eternity, with opinions thai may be fatal to' 
their everlasting peace, I say is it not charity, true charity, to endea- 
vour, by every means in our power, to rescue them firom tiieir danger^, 
and point out to diem the only path of salvation through Him who is 
<' the way, and the' truth, and the life V Surely Sir, when we look at 
the world around us, we see (hat it is a world that lieth in wickedness 
and sin ; we see eveiy where the dreadful effects of maa's fall; we see 
the human race polluted, miserable, guilty and depraved. ^Oh! then 
Sir, is it not our duty to shew them, from the record of God's word, 
the only remedy for this widely spread disease ; to shew them, from 
God's own word, the necessity of a radical change of hear^ the neces- 
sity of a new birth unto righteousness — of faith in the Redeemer, re- 
demption through his blood, even'the forgiveness of sins — and of sane* 
tification by the Holy Ghost? — If man is to be saved by grace, surely 
we should plainly tell him, that he is to be sated by grace. We ought 
to declare openly in the language of the inspired Apostle, (Eph. ii. 8,^.) 
'* By grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of yourselves, is 
the gift of God ; not of works, lest any man should boast" 

I am aware Sir, that our Roman Catholic fellow-countiymen, hold 

the doctrines of the Trinity, the Atonement, and the God-head of Christy 

the op^wtions of the Holy Ghost, and the doctrine contained in our 

three ancient Creeds ; and for holding these truths, I honor, I respec^ 

and love them. But, Sir, I ask, have they not covered with modem 

errors, the ftith once delivered to the Saints? Have they not by a heap 

of ritual observances, and erroneous opinions, contracted in the dark 

ages, obscured the ancient faith ? Has not the pure gold of Christian 

antiquity been coveted with the superstitious dross of later ages ? And 

shall we not endeavour to separate the pure ore of primitive troth from 

its drossy accompaniments, and shew it to our peiqple in all its native 

purity and lustre? Let me now torn your attention Sir, to a few of 

those erroneous opinions of the Church of Rome, to whioh I trust this 

Society will be the means of attracting the observation of our feUbw- 

countfymeli. The first. Sir, to which I would refer, is the ApocrffhMl 
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Bootes, Th^Boman Catholics include some of thenii ^'Ae CaMii of 
inspiried Sofipture, ^ile we r^ect tb^n from it A^ this sulaj^^ct 
I fiospc^oty will be touched upoa by another, speaker, I shall <Ni]y asj^^ 
if the Apocryphal Book^ were rejected by the anoieni Jewish Cburiph. 
If they,, were not included inthi^ ^^ Oracled, of God," meqtion^d.by St» 
Palil^ if the Saviour of th^ w^dd, or hi^.Apo9t(esy never quoted, a, 
single teitt from them; If they.w^enpt indaded-in the catajo^eof 
Melito, Bi$hdp of Sardis, or acknowledged by, the' Council of Laodt- 
'«caj if the celebrated Origen in the third ^^litury, did not hold them ; 
if Epipha?uus, Cyril, Gregory Na^anzen, Chrys6atpi^ Athanasios^ 
and Jerome the publisher of the Vulgate: if in jater tim^, Thomas 
Aquina^ Cardinal Ziraenfes^ the A^ithor of the Conqtlul^nsian Bible, 
with- Cardinal Cajetan.aiid.Bi;yiamtts, if these lights of tii^Ohuccb did 
not hold them, would notthe Roipan. Catholic Chnfdh a^wjsejy, if 
^h^. would reform in this respect ; and, w^ the apfoiqnti JewiA. 
j'Chutch, and ancient Christian Chusch, reject th^ ApOQiyphill Sookjs 
from.tbe Canon ofihspkcid S(^pture?«— The next snbject T shall men- 
tion, is indeed, one of a most serious and im{^rtapt n^tai^^^; I mean 
thoiiB prayers mA Colkctsin the I^onumfli/[is^lfUj^kaiinht4eihie 
Salvation o/nmn's immortal soul to. the merits ofhisfeUo^y mmt^ 
^Sir, if there is a person here ppesenty who felt anxiou&ta put a niild con^ 
^truction on the o^ors of the IjU>maQ Catbolio Chw^h, it iSthe whanpw 
«iddreflfMssyou( but^hen. Hooked into the Roi|iaa Cathdio %Ki8sa]> 

• 

and there saw ia their solenui; addresses to the Almighty Go4— wh^n 
I saw in their prayers and in their, collects, salvation attributed^ not to 
the merits of Qhrjsl^ but to tho^q of human, bein^ }ik<^.ours^l3rjes> I 
$hnmk bacl( with hprrQf* To piy)ve tha^ I am not mis*-sftMJng or exag* 
gerating, I iivill now read toyoa tw ^lectfs fipm the R^xpan Catho- 
iip Missal^ published in London, 1806* 

''Qh Qod! who -by inmimerahte miracles, hast honoured Messed 
Ni4h6laai tlie/ Bishop, ^nt, we. beseoDii^ thee, that by Af^ mmnts 
a^d^ntercessi^y Wiemayb&deliveced fram, eternal fl<|meB/'*-r-i2oi»tf» 
Mi$ml/or tike Laiiy, publishedl^ Keatin^^ London,ASM^ 

■ *' CWi, God ! who> to recommend to us innocence of life, was pleased 
to let 1h& soul of thy blessedi Virgin Scholastica, ascend to heaven in 
the shape of a dore, grant, by Aer merits and prayers, that we may 
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feiid^^tniioceiit'ii?es hefe^ and ascend to ^eterdai joys bopmiifter/'^^ 
gli$A Mass Book, "p^ge 556. 

I 

Sir,,! ask any respectable, wortby» sensible, Roman Calkolic, as 
Ais Christianity, is this the fitith once delivered to the Saints ? Andy 
Sir, if Christ has made,^ once for all, a full, perfect,, and sufficient 
feacrifibe, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of^the tvhole-worrd, if 
^tere'is'but,/^oneiflediator between Ood and man, ikeHSan'^Gkfik 
'iesuSy^Ti^^TeiB '^no other natiie tinder faairven given. among^'Hi^hy 
'by -vvhicb they mttrt be saved,'' ^wouldiiM^iie^Ilbma&'^^aliidiaK^tt^ 
acll\visety Bnd<.eonsistent)y, ' by • bi^ntihlg "^^ RefbMiiitidn iii;^i^ete^ re- 
spects,. by;altering>' her prayecs^ ttiiil colledts^ , antt ftiJAstitatihg fbr ^ 
ttierits'DfHnBn,;^inerits 6i\hif&s'i!htUt:7 :(biother 'subject "Slir^ tb 
Svhi«h I wiil call yoiir attention, IsHlie doctrine 6i Mtfisubst(MHitHon, 
It is'weU' known that gur'Cfattfdi, \vfa3e 'die rejects the doiotrine of ft 
corporal pf^Bs((ai6e in -^e 'sacrament, tiejects nflot, t)tit tttajntaiils, ft reU 
'ftnd dpiHtidtlpres^ncein thtttblessedol^'nance: that^^^eihereinsphri- 
tually efttthe'lleMi<)^ Christ, and.ArmtU^ ive idwdl ia 

/ Chl*i8t, laid 'Christ in us ; ftnd i^at y^ feed on 'Chritir in our heiaHs by 
faith:* ^But the Church ot Rotae, adopts the doctrine of the literal 
and grosss transubstantiation of /the elements. . Bii^op Dbyle, in his 
examination before the Commissioners of E'dudatidn, ftedares, thftt the- 
aderliiion Which would be paid to;Ae Host, if it fihould be carried in the 
streets, is the same that would be^pwd to the AJLioiighty God hivQU^lf^ 
that It contkmes witil the elements begin toidecay ; -and that then the Di- 
vinity leaves it. Oh ! Stir^ is not^diiB ft most'extra<^i4ina]y nid^incoii- 
sistcbt doctrine, that the Ahnighty Ood is subject to deoayr^/Af^ Qod 
who is incapable of.o)iange,^aBd whose ow4 word' decieres *^ thou wilt 
apt suffer thine hctlyone tasee poiruptkm !" Woaliji not-the Roman 
Catholic Church 414^ wisely in be^nnlng a: Ileformation ontkis point ;^ 
and while they alte» their doctrine of the corporal; presence> maintain, 
with us, the doctrine of the real andspiritual presence ? — ^Another sub- 
ject I would Ifty before you is,, the doctrine of iniefUwn, which make^ 
the validity of the sacrament depend on the intention of the Minister, 
anditfoUows^ffolnthaty that no Roman CothoHc can be certai%th8t 
he has e;?er been b^pti^ed, or has ieceiyedany one of theseven.aacraf 
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knenli* I am aware tjist we are aeeused of misrepresentation on tiiis 
subject ; and therefore I shall read to the meeting, two passages firom 
authorized publications of the Roman Catholic Church. The first. 
Sir, is^ passage from the Roman Missal, printed by Coyne, Dublin, 
lS22iy whidi is as follows :— 

<^ If ^y does not intend to consecrate but to count^eit — ^also if any 
wafers through forgetfulness remain on the altav; if any part of the 
wine, or any wi^er be hidden, when he did not intend to consecrate 
any but what he saw, ; also, if he shall have before him eleven wafers, 
and intend to consecrate but ten only, not determining whioh. U^ he 
meant ; in all these cases he does not consecrate,, because iniention is 
required." Now, Sifir jf consecration does not take;|ilace^ and if the 
Host ij5 elevate^, surely, on the ground of this passage, those who adore 
ity adore. not die Creator, but the creature.T>T^e next passi^ which 
I shall mention, to shew that the doctrine of. intention is the doctrine 
of the Roman Catholic Church, is quoted from the Council of Trent, 
which pronounces an anathema against those who do not believe that 
doctrine, 'f If any person shall have said, that intention is not required 
in the Ministers, when they make and administer the Sacrament, at 
least the intention of doing what the Church does, let him be accursed" 
(Council of Trent, Sep, 7. Can. 2.) 

/ 

That I have given the tru^ meaning of the doctrine of intention is 
evidenl,^ from Cardinal Bellitrmine, who says, << a Sacrament is not per- 
fect without the intention of the Minister, and no one can know the in- 
tention ^^ another." And Gabriel Biel says, <<no priest that celebrateth 
can know evidently, whether he be a Ptiest, because he cannot know 
evidently, whether he be baptized or lawfully cHrdained,'* Now, Sir, 
I Woidd ask, would not the Churdi of Rome act wisely in leforming 
herself in these doctrines, and in attributing the effieaqr of the Sacra 
ment, not to* the mind and intention of man, but to the mind and will 
of God, who alone '* worketh in us, to will and to do," and who alone 
oan make his Sacraments a means of grace to die believef's soult 

Another subject is the doctrine of ka^'Communion^ by which the 
laitf are deprived of the Cup in the Sacrament Oh ! Sir, surely here 
we have antiquity, we have the truie Catholic Church on oiif side, we 
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bave the voiee of the Churcsh Cajjkholio for 1200 yearsy wkh us; for ji 
was not until the Counoib of Constance and Trei^ that the people 
were deprived of the Cup. Then, Sir, without referring to Qur Sa- 
viour's\ words, ** Drink ye aSoiiinsi," I ask ontiie ground of antiquity 
would not the Church of Home act wisely in beginniag a raibrmiitiopi 
of this practice, by giyhag the Communion in both kinds — ^by giving 
the Cup to the people in the Sacrament ? — TAe reading' of iheir U- 
turgies, pra^erSy and coUects^ in a language which the people cam 
understand^ is another subject to which I would draw their attention 
as an amendment. Without referring to the passages in the Epistle to 
the Corinthians, where the Apostle speaks of the inconsistency of pray- 
11^ in an unknown tongue, I would ask, on the ground of good sense 
and reasoi^ if the people were to pray and praise God in a language 
which they understood, would it not be more . cqx^sistent with the 
Apostle*s words, ^ I will pray with the- spirit, and I wil| pray with 
the understanding also, I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also." But Sir, to show that 1 am' not going too 
far, or that I may not be accused of proselytism and au over ^ealfor 
reformation in this respect,, in which I believe from my heajit^tfaaJ: if 
alterations were made, real satisfaction would be afforded thereiKy \(k, 
many excellent Roman Calliolics, and that I am warranted iu so sabr- 
ing, I shall r«ad to the Meeting, an extract from the writings ef a 
Roman Catholic Clergyman, the Rev, C. Eustace^ who in his Classical 
' Tour thjrough Italy/ aUudmg4;Q the revival of primitive discipline bj^ 
the Pope, says : — - 

'' If in reviving this part of primitive discipline, tlie Pope would also 
exercise the power which the Council of Trent ha? intrusted to biro, 
and would admii^ as I have hinted above, th^ laity to the Cup (so so- 
lemn and impressive a part of the sacred rite) and \U ^ ^ ^^^^^^^ ^aoBB^y 
he- would communicate to every nation the comfort of singii^ the 
praises of God in their own language, he would render to the Church 
of Christ a most important and ever-memorable service/' — Rev. C 
Eugtace's Classical Tour through Itafy, vol. \^ p. 374, 

Here Sir, we have an enlightened Clergyman, of the Church of 
Rome, declaring that such alterations would confer a most irop^tant 
and ever-memorable service on the Church of Christ ~- 1 might alto 
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tidd the auithority- 'bf< tfie c^lAfated Al)lJe/?1lury, the niithor of « Dis- 

tJotiiSses on •'Bcolesiii^cai 'History/" He 'Hiere deepljr laments; the 

cnormWes,fliesapei'srftitxns/.and comiptibns/thal crcpt^nto the Chtircb,. 

kj the dark ages^ c?f«&nn«ig, ^t the *e1itee^<tf the 6th'centwry, <*the 

'goodWays'oftie Cfcurch ftre past.'* iTVotridaiik mconclosion, if 

^le' Roman Catholic Chtireh would rdjecft the Apoarjfhal Boosts from 

The 'Cdtiok of their inspired Scripttires^f^she would ixietndate ii6r 

sprayers and' cdU^cts ihto the language bf therpe<jp!e'— ^if AewDuMsub- 

^stitute th6 ny^rhs^df Chrifit for the rtfedtB of tnan—ifshfeHvouJd reject 

%e doctrine 'of ^ corpoml presence, anti'tttaitit&in \rifh txs a Teal and^ 

spiritual pt^sencfe in the sacttitnent--^ifishe would: T^j6ct the tlobtririe 

of intention/aUd attribute the efficacy rfflkhe sacranlefnttotbeftitention 

and mind dfthe Messed Godr-ifii^addP Mf^tifttmnioii, she* Wdt^ 

aflcfw comttiunion'in both kirfds-— "^ould sheUdt'^bc'^SedSngVtnost 

•de^irdble Ref6i:toatitln. Oh [ Sir,to'thcs6 dtt^trfnesiwduld- call the 

'attention of Wy 'Rbifian Cdtholie1)fetht6n tu the sph-it 6f ^Chfristian^ tove,. 

'for I assure thelh, my prtiyer to Gi6d is, *not tosiy/awbtid thtitlnight 

utmecessanlytnErt their feelings— Yny heart's desire fihr'them, % ^at 

Hiieytaay be feav^d.— I'woridHHen'cfall^eirtdteiitfwfo tfc^^ 

of the Ancient grrniidve Church,' anid say Jn'ffie words' Affile inspired 

Prophet, words so appM<mble*to'tlifesetrmes'ofreligiiG(ttS'iniquity;«Thts 

saith the Ijord, stand ye in theti'ays and:see,~and'askibTthc'6rd paths,. 

where is -tfie good way, and Walk therein, and ye shall iiftd rest unto 

-your seuls,"— The ftesolatiofn wa$ th^n^put frbmflie chair, and carried 

unanimously.. 

.• • ' . 

TfaeBev. T. Wi^Ii^ERnteKt cose, wd spoke 9» foti^iws:— Mr. 
Chairmani in addfe88i<Eig yQu on tbis^ injkporMt sali^eat^. 1 eome for- 
ward under ^ircamstaiices. ivhioh nay ia, some 'dogree remove the 
imputatioB, vfU^h too bfifcto reife vpvn tbe^iUiyiKsateB'of, hsliiulsmii^^ffl^ 
milar to the present, it is- objected tiidt the spekkers ana tf cm die 
same side, and thai aU come forward to* discharge usorb of ooninshlienal 
duty to each other; the objection however cannot apply to iii»— for 
untii lately, I was a deeided enemy to the institu^n of Refioraiation 
Societies, vpon the two. common grounds — tiiat in t}ieJrst|>lao^ the 
•bject they professed was canied into effect by other and moie jmoient 
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Sociciies— dnd in ihe se6pn4 tfcat they exoi|«d fiefdH&dS hostilityii 
and rai3ed upii defii^tct ai^ distinct js^xk^ to h^ sbo| at bj our ene-* 
mies ; a total r^toIi^iHi bsis hm^^^ tajqsa place, in my feelings and 
opinion on this ^ul^^t; beoafis^ V0^^ mature delib^;i^ion) I think the} 
objectiopa call be ssUis{i5U;toriIy} r(«Q[ioveds; a^d % now^giadly avails my- 
self of the Jixat oppartu|iity affox:4e4ne^ aqd:staiid fprth this ^^.y, aj sup^ 
porter ofthe British, Reforpnatjon^SoGiel^ I oonoeive^ Sii^ that thi% 
institution, dqnwmdf^tjl? support of reveiy|ii^^tel}ige«it P/<rfie«tiMrt* b^^^ 
it makes!Si,4istiiiot oaH oo^hip tp.^Xten^t^r hi^ffllow-oountryit^eni tha 
fiepuliac-blessiogsTof ^<^ Reliamfrtic^— lfe#4u^l^i|t i«i)ieve$ oi^er sociei 
1iesfcom&eimpiit9tifmrpChdng.^c»sp)^^ aad l|9oaii8e 

it aJB^d$ an oppiuctuoily. of dpiiYg i^ p^|lIi4^'.VK0rk» Iqi^ttf aps oiiqfsUot 
ments. whiofa. no tttfa^r. sopi«ly ' <^n4|^gitji|[i^y^i|^e v^fif- r fir^t. tbf% 
"thaUtmf^Ees a^disMfoto^lruppn.llie J^Votesta^ tp oqn^ 

fprvvard^ aiEid exWbit the scri'ptnrali bei^Ql^y &l^ ^^ glppiqi^Silbrutby 
iQf. those {finctiples.whiph their apcejstors estfJ^lishedj and-, for w|iiqi| 
they suffer^ St. the stake. It calls qh them> to cdJflbit^tatfa^ a6hanie4 
and $stoniahedvie.W of their l^mffa Cn^Jiqlip qcl^vt^m^ti 4w ^m 
principles, as state4 ^^ ^. deicrjees^of the Coun(9ilgp!f:tbei)r^ChMfcb> 3^ 
their, ow^ principles asicosmptedand^cipaved %.tii^ p^fij4|ilf;{«Jigii^ 
t)f the landi The ^pirfiat wilt put ^e?b} <^the- ^^ fm ^i^V^f¥i'\f 
tion-^Vi^ajb they; canAot correct they wilt disffVoiR; ; aQdit})0{i^. whilf 
the dcfptrine of iniaUibility. r/eniaji^. such a thing ^ £q^ wiU bf 
found: ii^ b0pk$| yettsoon^jnot a, brace of it shall be fouaddn this poi^ti^ 
fat the Reibrination, shall gp on, until it be rooted out. T,h/^ ^opie^ 
demands, support also frprnProtestants, because it com^ Kitcw^ JlCibly 
aad boldly avQ«iriqgit&oi»ject;. qthtur. Societies had out inryiew;aiiy 
thing whichcouM bo eal^ pros^lytiw ; by whi^h ¥ni),.I 4p not M^ 
togstl^ei: mean, merely, qi^ising. nle^ tp cbnag?* frpm. tlfe i^ame oC one 
seo^-to thenaiae pfaiMtierr— sjucb prQSfJyt|m, thi9 Societyy dia^la,aas 
SB w/ell a^.they ; but» I< nieaii: the changiiag them, ftomr igopnanfia tp 
knoi9iIedg^^rirai; cv^i^ to^ tnx^-^^n^ darkpesa. npitci lightj, a^tlii» 
w^«>part^i]|lajF-refe»N|pe'tp thcj.raligiq^ ofi*!?: C|jM|iloh.ol? I^^t I 
Dteaik the r^fiK^ng then frop .the pi»\i:^rrOJ sin ap4i^^^^9^ ff^4 "^■'V 
tJiew kf\h vfjifi^utc Him {^^etfir tg^ walk, thf- laud. . if^v it» . le^igt^ ^ to 
its.biei|dtJ9^.in Aagloidptta; Mtaei!^)^ ofr.tke^ diiMren^of.'G^ Voim^ 
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Societies, it is fnie, were ia^tituted for this, that the progress of Kgfit 

and kmiwledge, which follows the diffusion of God's word, should 

have (effect, in changing men in this important 'way ; but this Societ]^ 

takes up a ground, which they, from the nature of their rule^, cannot. 

Recognizing Popery, as the great, the overwhelming evil of tlie 

country, il applies itself with all its energies, to meet the prevailing 

malady. Convinced that Popery is opposed to the truth of Ood, we 

go forth to assail the giaM, who defies the armies of the Lord. Like 

the stripling David, though apparently unequal to the contest, y^e 

boldly bid him defiance, and though armed with biit a sling and a 

8tone,we trust that we shall be more than conquerors through Him that 

loved us. Older institutions have been in some degree jealous lof flie 

introduction of this younger brother, when they ought ratHer to have 

hailed his approach, as that of a firiehd and an auxiliary. Their rule 

was to avoid every topic which might lead to controversy — to avoid 

all allusions to particular religious opinions, or to points in dispute 

between persons of different persuasions. The platform of former soci- 

enes, was considered as a kind of neutral ground — as a green spot in 

th^ desert, on which men, opposed in other places, might all pitch 

their tents and bivonac together; they followed their peaceful course 

imtil compelled to abandon it. But henceforth they may be allowed 

to pursue their own particular objects, and to go on in their quiet and 

peaceful paths; while we take upon us to bear the whole brunt of that 

hostility, which was lately divided amongst them, forcing them to arm 

in their own defence, and turning their platforms into arenas for con- 

xoversid discussion ; we go forth in the power of the Most Highy and 

putting on us the whole armour of God. We take in our hands the 

sword of the spirit, which is the word of God, the shield of faith 

which is the promise of God, and having on the helmit of salvation, 

vAich is the pure uncomipted Gospel of the blessed God, and we will 

cause that sword to blaze in the astoiiished eyes of those who would 

oppose tbe^ progress of truth, untd all its enemies shall tremble. I 

conceive. Sir, "that this Institution demands our support upon ailother 

ground ; because it puts into operation a powerful principle whose 

efficacy has been often experienced, but which comes not within the 

range of the duties of any existing Society---;it calls into action a 
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}»nm^e Vfliieii k liteft^ feiUkd' it he iottoieiity illdMit[n| wi^ 
kind, I metfi th# {krinoiple of ladifidaBlity cnt IomiK^. Ki» w«H iMiMr 
thai ibe wfilings df manjF eHtmeni nen^ of tkm imd fbimfr: ag8% are 
eomjpsrative^ lilllg f^hey0BA the oirole of tiMir iBMMdialte inlieMe 
-*-43iej 4«sMikd 1^ IM teariiM, tbqp eiteiid but M^ ai fti5 liyftite, lei 
any pnbliMiiotf ttiottgfr irf infiisict inefity iaaii»*frQni4ka I<Mi^ fnmti 
Bxcf toVHi) paris^Ii^ or Cmlvhjit am it is- gfcadi^ nvMiViedl^^ aftd*<'agwfly 
penks«»d> LocaliCyi is- to" » nei^hoviAt&&ArYA^ indi^dittliiy ia' to-ii 
imm i It tODcfaeS' th« naiit-simRg of aH^ aofion f aod^^te dBeiemqr IM 
6e€» provtid' i^ inttqf jmrte of ' lr«tbafd'by iIb cffMt— la a pttfiril^ M 
ConnaugU, tte oaraey tf ^hitii f had tile kmor df aef^og^ JtteM 
existed a stnttlar iiMtitation to the- fwtflaiA^ IMe^ ttefM^ ttki ftefelMiiliMI 
Society was ilhragirt of: Tfiis itulitiitioii iMocid a- TmoU yMeh 1 now 
kold in my fasn^i entitied> ^^Trangmkstaniiaiion frt)ifei mncr^^h^fafy 
vn tw6 leHem to tkeRemom Caikoiid MkabHimi* ^ t^ParM of 
Whsiport*" Thn'tracpt met with nrostaiiia^p otreolalioii; M4ietli^ 
owing'tD it» own BfHeritg, or Ae prinaipile of Ibodity^ 1 HhaU net now 
inqafr^ It 8000" was out' of plriAt^ aad the oopies^beoam&aoTiduald^ 
thatffTqmiit of it'wasiMde bytiie Dttblin Traot Soeiety^. A peraon 
-who liad Ibnt^^one of t^cim to* h ydang^boyy repeatedly appfied fttr iti 
Tctnm^ and waa aa ofteff requested lot ft liltlifr Ibfiget indulgenbe'* At 
length he fbund the boy aetuallyciigaged in* olspyiA^ it in nftnttseript'; 
and when he asked'him whatf neoessity ther^ waa^for^fais 80'di>iii; i^en 
he conldnow get* one- for^arpennyj Ke- aaa^^ed^ thalf iMb dared not 
keep a printed copy^, fdrthat would' be diseoteKd'ond ttfteli'frottltiBi^ 
but the writtan eop^be eouMT keep*; and tbM^ bebad already aiade 
seven copier of it; f6r difitonAiadhridwdat THttHhi^ iSttk^tiMty whal^ 
ever may bare beeft ilis merits^ wka aUe'tOMobMiff eartetnite' <^reidi^ 
tion, when the- works of a Jewel/as'^Miei^ or a Tiaj^lM^ wobM nei^ 
tber- wotddbav^ been known norread; TMa StkaetylhiP'piifpoiea to 
pnt'tbis^greatpnnoiple'fnltf operation^ ahd'4i]Mailird^«v^'B|e0tMP ild 
Cnrale of a-l^cish^'-'^very Aairiloltfy^tter iMfidiialy elToppMliBHSr 
of addressihg'fi'on'UI^Fi^ &«ihpaiMjbHenii thek %etsB^ or Ibeir 
neigfabonntj in sudftK way^aa-inay be^Keljrto pibmote the gferioaaob* 
ject in view^; and tosi^rfntendtbepiiMveatibii ofaw^tracta^ aa from, 
loeai ctrcnmstimeea may be'deeniedf adViMj)le, and t^eand tkem &>rtb 
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ampng^ie jK)p«l4ti#l).of ih6 lnnd-^When we advocate this instittttibW 
m tibe^e |Minciplesy a.^es^ion arises, is its object really of such para- 
meuni; iaiportane e, as requires alt tliis trouble ? Is the Reformation 
seeded in Ireland? Is the religion of the people snch as calls for re- 
Ibfm ? Qn ibis, point I conceive that there ca^ be no two opinions ; 
jfor.^v^fi Roman Catholics, if they appeal to their own reason— their 
feelings, ;or tb^ir con^ience, must acknowledge, that the popular re- 
ligion of Irelaill.knolJn/aBtate to reflect credit on their teachers, 
^ aa^noi ba rcgiiifed hj thcfq^lves without shame. I know not 
lighether a ^fvSftuat or a I^o^ie^may not J^ able to. fraipe^ by aid of 
se]^^i and ^Jesuitical inansmti^, such an apology for the written 
^oetrioes of the Churt^h of Rome,, as may appear satisfiasetory for a 
tim$ — ^but Aey conid make no such defease, m can remove the blush 
<)f sbame from the eheek of intelligent Roman Catholics at stieir ^per- 
stiti|od8 as the pilgrimage t^doagh Patrmk and to> Lough I)erg^^e 
worsibif^ping at motOKtains and wells — and die eiaauiar ooosultaliOH of 
{Idy Ish; suifly Sir, if they will answer tsiily, they eiumoi look upon 
^Diese thingi, and then deny that the popular religkm oTtfie gountry 
requiiies rdioirmation. The mode Skp which the Soeiety purpose to 
adop^ for carrying theii Jimg^ inio efiect^ » Ibe diffusion of the bght 
of truth ; tbev disavow and diselaioi all other expedients. They adopt 
for their motto the nobU.deehicatioaof ChiUingworth,-^'' the BinLB 
is the religion of Protep^uits." And in conformity with )his deelaca» 
tion,i they, go forward 'to extend the Bible, and the knowled^ of its 
truth^^lo ev^ry ^idividual within reach of their influenee. 

l^heH B>|^t. holds W dark iLominipiy civ^v tbe world, men look up^ 
wards and^admire the stars that glitter in the firmament^ but when the 
%ht of t^ gl0j«^ smi'i^iiee, the stars and aU their beauty vanish-^ 
A nobler objofit twites their i^ew, ,^ad. tbSr admiration is at an end. 
iThus, as lo|ig.as/the darkiie|8of>erior broods over tde earth, and m^i's 
mipds ar« kept ia ignorance of God's word, so long they may admire 
■amfj-tiuiog^ which owe t^ir baaii^ to thfsunronnding darkness — h%A 
;Vi^i|,the dawn of tvoth logins, then those stars .which constitute the 
^|$»iry ;p( tha.C)ittrcb of Rome iade before its beams. When the sua 
4ifrfg^ousHf»9mait$ with healing in his^wingsr-^vhenile sheds his 
Ibfight ny9 upo^.tbe heart of m^i^ the twinkling stars of error vanishy 
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ibefore ihe splendour of bis glorj, and dlsappetu' before tbe brightaes's 
of his presence. It is therefore, to bring the iight of God's word into 
tbe dark chWben of every mB*s heart, and to dissipate the thiolr gloom 
wbioh broods orer ihe land, that we have instituted 'ttiis Society. Such 
IS our object— -and such the purport of the resolution 'that- ( have now 
the honour to propose : it embraces the fundamental priBttd()le of our 
fi^pietj, and ^ the Protestant l^eligion. 

^."l^^H^.tliia Soqietj recognises the Revelation of God's wftl^ as 
^ntnio^ in the. Scriptures of the Plc| and New Testaments, as tbe 
9nly peifeet and anp^iq^t rule of faith." * 

C _ ' - 

Here we are aeqidedljr «t issue with Qur opponents. But vvlien w^ 
impugn the opinions of Boip^a CiithoVoSp^we do^not meao to sajr^ that 
those who defend t|i^ know^their eirrorr-th^t tlnef . do not oonseieq- 
tiously iq»bdd their systepi. No, v^e grant them ti^^oredi^ of sipeen^y. 
and we court inquiry^ upon the sulkjeot. We court manly c^ppofiition 
to our views, knoYiring that truth cannot suffer by inye8tigaiion.-r-B||| 
let that opposition hft^ earned on upon the principles of fair and free 
discussion. Let us (fom^ into i^onflict^ if it must be so-^but let it be 
the conflict of inteUeqtual, m^, pfyt^i'cal j^fa^-^^-o^ rational fkoi brute 
yoree. Let us try, examine, and measure thq^ pnattiT» bringing it, to 
the test of reason and to the Word of God.. The adygqate for the 
doctAe of the Church of ^ome t^ usj <^ Yoii mistake our sentiments 
if you suppose we do not value the Word of Qod:^ muc^ as you do, 
but our difference Ues in this. The voriiien ^i^le dffet npi cpniaui 
ihe entire of the Word o/ God— in oddMon to, it thexe is the tra- 
^\on o/^ur Churchy whtch w^ tt^^tp k^a^^ valuable apart (^jUt 
as your written Script firea, and we afQf^a\yotL dp^ let the IFord qf 
God goJbrtA, not 'in a garbled state but m its congflete form^^ 
lei your Bible and our Tradition proceed U^getheTf^and then. we 
will have all that man can require-^^l thftt is necessaty to catr^ 
on the work which you and we are equally interested to, prompted* * 

I shall address myself. Sir, for a few moments to thi8,whii^ Icon- 
aeive the . most plausible argument that can be put forth in dj^fence of 
the Church of Rome. Our opponents first of all say, " ,On taking up 
your Bible, you must admit tradition before you can proeeed one ste 



Ar jwa* dp BOl loivw it^ }»e die 'Vibf(|l of ^6 

This 1 4e9gr ia^tato. Tnrfitioii is what i» d^Iivei^ or banM down 
^fbomi^loj^ «ilhff%'wntteQtali«0ii|r4»%v^ «iid 

.it celata jeittor to ^BM^vnof fin^ Md^ik 

.diatiiioliiniiii ite'«ttlyeat9» is of UKt-imf^t^mof^ and is eotunelyiovsr* 
JooM ligi iwr^advcwMna^ if jk>I iadilMskmsly (DOMSskd. 3^ «» 
is nothing more than historio .te8limoiiy» the 4itfii6r JKMani authority^ — 
}q die former sense, it must be admitted by every perBDn--i-iti the latter 
'it ot^ht to^^deivad by none ; beetfuse opini^iis psnnot betfansmitted 
te any^piee^^lQe^'VFitfaDirt reoeiving Aa'admiflitia^ of kttman-eiror. 
NowlSir> it is on historio testimony us 4)0 Msextermfl^denQe/tbat 
we reeeive the Sciiptures of Truth as the Word of God. The evi- 
'deilbe of'tlre Sdrij^tore-is qf twpVind^ — external, thai is hhtorio tes- 
timoi^y— ^nd iitierfial,hy M^ohis meant their own iptrinsio <)baraotery 
end i&eir aclrnowledged oonverting power, 'When we say that we 
* receive the iSeri^tm^s on historio testimony, do we confine it to the tes^ 
tiinony nX Bie dhtluch. of RomeT Kq, we tak6 the t^timony of Jews 
ftnd of the heiithen9a8 part ot it, we t^e the testimony of those who 
indaAa^fir^enstured uplihe paper ^d themk-^^ several manusoripts 
Hind copies ol the Bible, in Uieir vaxioqs libraries.; ami if the Chorqh 
of Rome, lasliad any thing to do in that important work, fet her take 
lier share of the oredit of it ; it is Qottung more thaii that of a register, 
|i box, or an almanack, l^ni we do not reoeive the Bible ufpi Aer 
fttiftority-T-no, not a pilge, nor a siiigle text of it--for we haye found 
tier blse and deceiifiil to'hqr trus^ and a convicted liar oannol be be^ 
' lieved, even though be ^ak die tzutb — sh^ has cocn^yted and inter- 
polated and garbled it^how then can we take die Bib]e upon her 
audiori^^--^It ^ said that the Scriptures do not <2ontain every thing 
necessary to salvation, but that Tmdition also must he reported to— 
In answer, I appeal to one passage out of many, from the sacred word 
which cannot err. When the Aposde John has nearly concluded kis 
Gospel, he writes in these words, ''And many other si^, truly did 
Jesus in the presence of bis 'Disciples, which are not written in this 
book. But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus Christ 
U the son of (Sod, and that believing ye might have life through 
his n0ne'\ I admit, for who eandispute it, that many things were 
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Mid «nd 'done by our liord, iiffM^ ih^ ps|iad of lits li^iaiilrfy wjikli 

anelwt writlen in thus book, -but wiigr vf^f^i^yji^ nfiMm'i ^fiwwisc 

Jibej were ,jMimtmmF^^ tiibiiiinp wbiA viiFA omofsai; ^<w M^^^t 

4hai fleam iathe Chrii^ and ibai bftUeviof^ fiip migtit^^ life^iRMieb 

.fais .n9iiie» these tbiiigs and tli€$eai<»9ey to^/*^ m^ft^f-^Tta^il^i^^ftltt^ 

k eitiwr 4if^Qfding U> the word ^ Qpd, or it ,^ ^0(4m!Cjf\i», ifc^ if k ii 

4bex)0a^ it j^ H^pofflMPlia— if tbe4)ttot it is. AbiiM-| ^ ^lAiUiiHs Sir, 

A» eoibcMe m^ <i|)port|UHl^ tbt^^pnaneotB itself sflf Jikyiiig bfrfWe.ti^ 

ipablio «8 fiu* ^ {'««» #hkf JAA ic»nci6e fiMraQ^ tjte s^ t^vykniBe q» 

'ivbich \vexeoeufe thi9Jap«)c, as tbe ioi^ired ^wcad ^f, CQd«r-^FQr this 

.sub|eethasi)eea'89#ftea«KiireriB44P<4'l#^ a|id4beo|gept«i|i8of tbo 

.iafidel eo^tnu^ly puliiNrwafd^liMii it is |Ega»|tlpr tx) Wrfaaie^ the^th 

<)f some unsUble miadsy 4iiay ^.rfiakeii ^ a^d thiU; Ibe ^aa} i^f {Uom^r 

Cattioiio Pciests to keep their fmf^le.fcaiaihawi^teKjpfj'cateativitim, 

4nay drive tbem oo the rooks of io&detiljy, ho»ioao^bfi^.efawft aasailcyi 

with the argufiQentv; ^bowdoj««Juiow j^uii£kvipt]|»ai|lba|t[OWoi^ 

«if God? You are iodefated for tbera to the Chiurchof RQlft^-t^ber» 

•^u aUe4ge to be corrupt'* I coaceive Sir, the fuastioit maf -b^ 

answered io this way, we know the difiereoi writings kl the Sible, V^ 

be the prodoctiojn of the several persons whoise names Ihej bear; 

preoisely aa the sane kind of ^videxioe, bat far .nioFe unquf9B4ionable^ 

as we Icnow the Commentaries to be C!«sar^«8 — Vhe Hiad iloiiier'a-*- 

thi| iBnead V^irgil's, we bave direct tbistoneal ^bestjanooy* that the 

Gospels are the produotioji of the .fiNitEwa^jfeligtSy that Pad wvols hi^ 

Kpisties, Pet«r bis— John the Apooalypse, aad the sevefal writere ^f 

ihe Old Testament^ each Ibcar particular part. <Amd thea baviag Ac 

lac^ established, that these neadid writethe several bookii^tlm^esti^a 

iSf axe thc;y 'trust worthy penBoas? £[ave4bey daoeivod 416 ia wiAt tli^' 

relate—is what tbey say truej or ia it false ? If ^e eater into aU tj^e 

points oi their cha£aeter4is men of hoaesty, ]piely, aod of wiedoai» 

we find that on eveiy .prinoipalof human oonduoty 4hay ase trust earthy 

and oredihle writers. Lastly, we open their books, and we 4od Ibaipi 

there deolariqg with one oonsantient voioc^ ^ that all Scnpltife is ^ven 

by ioi^pioation of GUid»" therefore we have those •three •thili0»-^bjatairio 

•testimony, wbich .proves the ^^mtzMgrn^-oi the bofiAEa^^-^beoharaoter 

^f ihe indiiriduab who wrote tbei^, vi^iiqh g^aes ^U9 mfi^^ 40 beliw e 
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their assertions-^-ftDd their own testimony to the inspiration of tlie 
«aored writiBgs. We are not to admit the conimon objectionliere, 
that if a man bean witness of btmsielfy his witness is not trae ; for thejr 
bear witness not to themselves, bat to each other, and in the mouths 
of two or tliree witnesses every word shall be established — their 
separate writings, are boand )ip in pne volume, merely fmr conveniencet 
T conceive fiUr, howe^tr, t(iat far more im)K)rtant Aidenee to the 
inspiration of the Scriptore k the interml evidence it contains, withfT\ 
Itself. TiCt any man refle^st on the pr^peedin^ of eve^ dny tile, an^ 
he will acknowledge tHat such a thing as internal evide^ic^ exists — andi 
we shall foe able to apply such evidence most powerfully, ia proof of tha. 
9aored Scriptures. If a work is published in the literary world, evei), 
though the Author^s name be not affixed to it, tiiose who are aequain-. 
ted with his thoughts knd turn of expression, can pronounce, with cer- 
tainty, that the work is his. If a man receive a letter l^m a friend, he 
reebgnizes immediately. the hand-yrriting or the style, even before h^ 
perceives the signature — circumstances familiar to him alone, are notir 
Ijed — ^secrets known but to the writer, are alluded to — every wof^ 
ficeumulates the testimony', and brings conviction to his judgment. 
And shall the God of Heaven make a revelation of himself to his crea- 
^ures, far beyond the power of unassisted reason to discover, and shall 
they dispute whether that revelation be a cunningly devised fable, or 
whether it came from him, who knew his own nature ? 1 Cor. c. Ji v. 
2. — ''what manknoweth the things of man, save the spirit of man^ 
which is in him ? ev^n so the things of God knowelh no man, but thp 
fipirit of Goi" What says the Spirit of the Lord ? « He thai belie- 
veik hath ike wiiness in himself^' — When the Bible represents to 
man his own true state in a way which h^ himself could never have 
discovered, when it shews him as a fallen and ruined creature, lying 
already in condemnation. When it reveals ta him a plan whereby the 
fallen, degraded, and perishing sinner, shall be raised to a height of 
moral and spiritual excellence, which suits well the dignity of human 
nature, when it tells him that having lived to the Glory of God here, 
he shall be happy for ever hereafter in his presence. And tells him that 
this was accomplished in a way which man could never have conceived. 
WJben it exhibits to us all the attributes of the Deity harmonized, 
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iiitited, ^ glorified ia tbe Gospel of o«r reden^oiii shitll ys% say 
then^at it briogs with it no internal evidendt, that it issued from thcf 
Gjpd of HeaveD'i--shaU we ask whether it be devised by the wit of man 
or by tbe spirit of -the Lord? surely Sir, the truths of the Bible ar^ 
iBUch as human wisdom* coi^d never diaoover — as buman canning would 
Dot surest or devise-r-tmd alas ! Ihej are such as buman i&telleet in 
its pride i^ill ni^t receive; 

I have made a heavy charge against the tlhurch . 0/ Rome, when t 
iBaid that she has irrupted the sacred text, and I conceive that I am 
called on to substantiate my accusation— I amteady to do so, by the 
atatement of iv\D or three facts connected witb the Eogtisb iraoslationi 
received by the people tt her's, which ate within the reach of every 
peraon,' and the comprehenrion of every individual in tbe asaemUy. 
She translates the word UfM^wipai, 48 tinieii by the word ' ancients/ 
a version not quite ascoirec^ butsomelhingaimilartoourown; she gives 
the word * old man/'< elder' and 'eldest,' in a few places, and shediffeia 
from as six times only, in Irinslating it Priests — These six places are 
precisely six of the most suspicious places in the New Testamenit, 
which make for the authority aAd aggradisasMoi ofthe Church of 
Rome. Another instance occiirs in the words Hittmrnf^ i^ttd y^nrnwrn, 
which she translates 49 times by the expressions ^Penance* and /do 
Penance^ and in eight other insiancesi .where thefe would be nonsensical 
or profane, she translates them 'repentaaoe* and 'repent,' the third in« 
stance I shall mention, is the passage in the Gospel of St John^ 
** what have I do witJi thee," which we can prove by many reference 
to •classic Authors, is the proper translaticin of the Greek idiom^ 
Ti tftM tutr rM ytMM This passage occurs eleven times in the Old and 
New Testaments ; ia ^which the Douay and Rhemish versions^ trans- 
late it ten times as we do} and in one solitary instance, they deviate 
from us ; and will it be believed that is where it makes for the worship 
and authority of the Virgin Mary. These are facts th|it come home 
to the comprehension and research of every indiviaual, and if they 
do not cause every Roman Catholic to suspect some tampering-«-^s0me 
uafiur dealing with the word of God, I wonder what exposition of 
fraud and falsehood will be sufieient to awaken their suspicions. I 
would now Sir repeat an observation I have alrei^d^ made, that the 
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yit denied wliat is teltcvidcBt. Now 1 ^eard sereral objeotkms 
agridnst the aathe&ticitj of Ae fiible; .often weit my eacs ass^led 
with the hideous din of infidelity, and I wa;^ ad able to answer ; 
then I was forced to ooasult commentBy and spent maoh time and 
fipplieation in older to sift the question. . There are several dis- 
cbpan^i^ to be found in Soripture. I will not say.ifaey are real 
dis6re|ianoieBy I put it hypotbetioally — ^thqrare apparent discrqianeiea^ 
and:I challenge the most learned, the most ingenious wm in tiie land, 
toeome forward and say, that when he fiivt read the BiUe, be was not 
obliged to resort to commentaries to evphin then. In the 18th ohi^ter 
:rf the Book of Jd^es, mention is made of a Cityjoalled Dan, to 
,ii^ich its name was cjianged fiom tbat of Lai^h, when the Danites 
called after their Father Dan, the grandson of Abraham, racked the 
Cjity and took possession of it. This is said to have taken place, after 

m 

the death of Sampson, which was 1100 years before Christ Moses 
wrote the book of Genesis — and he died l300 years before Christ, 
that is 300 years before the name of the City was chaiqged, yet in his 
aocQunt he caUs it Dan. -How could he l^iow by anticipation that 
this was the ijame it would receive after his death ? This strikes at the 
root of the authenticity of Genesis. Is wj Lady or 0entleman in 
the gallery able to solve the difficulty ? Not one in the private sfMri^ 
Nay more, is any one on this platform able to solve it? I pause for 
reply. 1 f I receive a soluticyi, 1 will ask has it not been .fiimished by 
oomraentaries. I^ could produce many other such discrepancies, all of 
which I could solve as fatst as I could propose, and let the distim^on 
of my argument be borne in mind. I do not mean to say that the Bible 
. has not been vindicated by learning, talent^ and ingenuity, but I say 
that it requires vindication, and consequently cannot be put into the 
, hands of illiterate men, for they will me^t with objections they cannot 
solve. The pride and arrogance of the human heart, whidi does net 
. letamangive up his own reasoning, will make him pervert tbeSciiptore 
to his 'destruction. Boussf au aii4 Volltaire, were men of ingenuity 
and learning : they read the Bible, and they put snch,ingeniou8,6iyee- 
tions to it, as I deem myself jonable to answer ; in such case 1 enrol 
myself under the banners of the C^atludic Church. If the Gendemaa 
cagnot solya them withoitt the aid pi coninitDtary and xcseareli, emrff 
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vt/icimu9y tbe Bible htis needt of an iafallible interpreter, and ^tery 
roan who raads it without such bn 4nterpretory may make the tame ob- 
jection as Voltaire or Rousseau^ and terminate in the same perdition. 
Mr. H. then recapitulated his questions and demanded a reply. 

Mr. walker rose to rep^y, but was interrupted by CAPtAnr 
GoRDOKy who spoke to order.- Jt was something very like presump- 
tion, for a perscm who was nc^ a Member of the Society^ to dictate 
rules for the proceedings of the Meeting. 

MtLf HENNESSir said, he did not dictate--he knew his being 
heard, was only a matter of courtesy— -but he had been promised an 
answer, and now it would not be given him. 

The Rev. Mtt. WAUGH— It is rather too much for the gentleman 
to take it for granted, that he will not receive an answer. He is a 
veiy young man Sir, and on that ground I can make allowance for 
the warmth of his address^ which evidently is intended for something, 
that is to be sent into the world through the instrumentality of the 
Press. There is not one of his objections that will n6t be met with 
the greatest*readiness. Meanwhile, I am glad to find, that he is in so 
tractable a frame of mind, so anxious to be instructed, as appears from 
his own statements, and I congratulate you. Sir, upon the extensive 
progress that he tells you the Refortnatioli has already made. 

Mr. WALKER — It is an extremely unpleasant thing to be obliged 
to stand forward, without any prevous consideration, to answer an ob- 
jection which is not put in a tangible shape. And it is a point greatly 
to be desired, that when a question is asked, it should be put in some 
form which could be understood* Thia gentleman has asked — do we 
believe in the procession of the Holy Ghost? And he asserts that it 
IS a doctrine not to be found in Scripture. When I asked him to ex- 
plain his question, and to say wha( he meant by the objection, for the^ 
pmrpose of seeing how 1 should prepare my answer, I find that be knows 
nothing at all about the matter. Nor is he less astray, in the rest of 
liis^ discourse than he is here — he knows as little of philosophy, as he 
does of religion, for he mistakes assertion for argument, and Go&(o«adi 
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epidenie Ti\in itTtttm^, T tvflJ teH'hJin precisely what we tnea^ by the 
proce9Mon^ tfe IfofyGHiost. We? Ikild thcit the Holy Gh6st pitr- 
ceeds firomtiie FaOier and kcfd^ th€ Son; we hoM this doetfine m. 
commdir wit& the Chwrtli of ftcitie>iXhile the Greeir Church ^feni^s it^ 
and we bring these texts of Scripture to prove it. John xiv 26. " But 
thfc Comforter which is the Holy Ghost whom the Father will send 19 
my 'name, HE shall teach you all things, . and bring all things to 
your I'eifa^iAbrance whatsoever I have sard unto you.*' This spea&s of 
the procession ffom the Father^ John, xv. 26. "But when the Com- 
forter is come whom / will send «nto y»u;" ^hirspeate of the pro- 
cession from ik0 Son. We therefore r€(?eive> upon the autbority of 
Scripture, the procession of tlie Holy Spirit, from the Faither and fnNf^ 
*the Son*> And while I acknowledge that it is a subject involved in 
awful mystery--^that the utmost reacili t>f hsmait mtel!ect,^aii itomore 
«oi)oeite it>th«n die brdles thatpdrish-^ihai Human reasiM i»nd«eAin» 
peten^toi ^ntorfdn it, but only to niceirpe wilh deep hvmiMy, all that 
Crod has been pleascfd so to dedlare untorii0 id his word; while I do 
not in thtsi presumptkni of impious fiilly,acttei9pt to exptsin things^ abov^ 
Ma*% ttufl^n^tsndii^ ; neither do^ I in tl«r pvidc^ cf iiunvan intelieety 
disdain td feceiife theih on tbe gi^ound of Reirelatioii, I b«>W fothe au- 
thod^ify of Heaven ftnd§ay, ^jLord 1 believe help thotrttiiie ufdiMiief.^ 
Icantiot, at tbe same tame, but foment, thai Roman Cstfiottt^s ai^ too 
ready to make* common fSm^e wi^ the Inlidel aod the^Deist, if fhe«^- 
by they can impugn the principles of Protestants ; forgetful of the di* 
rectiofibf the good bfd Patriarch — ^'see tliat ye are brethren, and fall 
not out by the* way." — The second objection, turned «pon thfe suppo- 
sition that sonie of the iftspired wrftings were lost. In this the gen- 



^ I'VduIdf be^ lieaVe tir xeht the readenr to the fbllowing passages, irt acfidition tb 
thfttAb<jv« cited (Jofaa xv. 20.) John xvi. t. "^'Naveithelesi 1 t«U yon the truth,; 
it \% expedient for you that 1 go awayj for if 1 go not away, the Comforter will 
not c«ine> wifo you, bnt ii^ 1 cfe|wrt 1 witA ht»n /Urn uhitt ym-** 

Luke xxiv. 40. ''And l)ehold, 1 send the promise of my Father uj;)on you ; but* 
1arry'in'Jertisal*!fm uirtii ye be indued with power froih on high."— We find this 
done la Acts it.—'' And they were aU ftUed with the QolyGhost" <feo. and at ,tl«o 
32nd verse St. Peter speaks thus, "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
«eeLiifitaiBeiseB ;theref(»e being IQ^ the right liand of God euAttd, sadhavin^^ n^ 
^ived of the Father the promise of the Holy Gtiost. H£ hath uied fort« 
ntwhathyejiawseeand-hear.^' Ti W.' '• ' * 
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tHjstnfLn is la en^r — nooe of tbem^ ar^ lost : «nd Us nly ti)n^ ir vetj short 
and I have much to reply to, I wiU bog leave to reffer Urn id Honie'j 
J[ntrodu0lioa to Ae study of the Sorip.tHres^ wjiero do wiH fodvamj^ 
mfonnatioa upon the avijjeot. WiUi respept to B^^^dm yfiA tkil sig« 
©f the Cross— I sun glad I bs^y^ ag opportunity qf f xpMomg tbisr-he- 
oause, as ^. Mmiater, of the Churobof Ex)g|4i|4l bo.nr yrith 9iilK|ii«»i«m 
^ iier authority^ and obey her in 4:^ nio^t indifiereqt thinga »\i» i^joins ; 
lit tb^ same time, I would foe the satisfaotioB pf4h<^ m^ber^ eyMor of 
ibe Churqh of Bomi> oiv of any other denominatipn of Chtistians> heoe 
^esent shew tlic re^n why we ipaiBtaM^^ j^mt TbetChnrdl 
4>f $i)gbud,.a|;tber^iHe of the 9'^f^R°^^o9> ^w Ihfil sh^ k^A iwo 
(souMiBfi of pF^toee^ing. W^eu sjie pfsr^ived that QhmtiaAiiy wns 
Hgirossly ooErnpted ip. t|ie l^d,, s^e sai^t if we uit^e every thing for 
xirhipb we^fijAM^tprodooetc^ o^ Sqriptiirct^^ .i^haU giye i^Hgm 
iofem^o to tbottBands>.ia i[ery unimport^ mattejm.. . E}^t, if ^re s^t Pttrr 
jBeiite« ta i#CQnn th<^e things whk^ ssis rtif^j^ngni to tbo^Woid 0^ 
Gbd-^iwhipfa are notinerefy wi^^iumlhu^w^i-acriptffrgiyyvi^ wiH 
4o #1 Ibal^oiir^nty.^ Gf^^lky.oiiroa]i)ttUy9.9n4%> p«rfeili>^-^fAtorts 
j«%HiM(it Tbio wiis, ^; 0f0a| pr»noiple c# whi«h lAf Hftfortnaiion 
imniof^ed ifi Bfi^f^., It c9irtio«4yf^ ^^^ wisfiy: r<9iAbvod^ jrII thot 
jRwndtonaUef bvtitlof^a^?ea|deii),,fer w^iob no^Authfudtji «ould 
k^ fptqid m Sqpriptiirie, b^t ^iiipb }$ ooaoeived^did 9o| ^fi^ Ih^ aal- 
•9atkm of her ol|iU^% or the wyiiiAip i|f Qod. ip spinl tnd m tmth. 
tiMwl AeC9t7i% or fiAifiirtotfJ pe»ol»tio«9 it k wiM»aUy knfma is 
jt^ftious «n^ ^p|ajie;i9.4)flfe tp 1^ ^ff^ftHpI^jqaiiBt^bogm^nid. Mailt^ 
tilings perfeotly innooMi|i4h^m^e%. 44«P«£ vi^iiA wan ^ aign of 

aD44hf)B« 4ie prpnipl^Rp^ofthe Hef^MmtiQi^' ^ #• th#y £0!m4 ilH4P> 
Ao^^)bm»«j0|g.i^dis^cb ai^^pinejndiaep^jHi^'eiil^ger^c longolierifb- 
od Miigs* A»4 th^ Me4 vvjseliF in si^ ^ftif g^ (or itinfy b^^mwicd- 
hMiMi t^ »^A'lkiaml)ev.o£l)|e J^rj^ SeQi^».whPT?i^ 
iMipf^fRpSMSmipjE^igioa^^iia^M Afqt'of Pariiaiaeat 

to pm!!vent. Uie bo^«4nif af the qam^ of Oiia S||vp#i^ i^Mt$' Cfe0d>^ 
»ol>er- me B|l» C |p.of the Legi4»to|e> ai^ intelligent' aiiiA amn^Uk.iMMi^ 
«to«ijt^ufi;tnd.iMhir«d' bo w«uM never sobaiil to such it:la,w»-^iilAih|it 
hlo. v^dvyid s«o^ Iti^ bk oouiMiry aifoigplh^^ ttan dar^gile fioto the 
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rtqtect dut to bis Redeemer, by refusing to boW at bie asnie. I in- 
troduQB this as an instance to shew 1^ far intelligeat men may be 
carried by attachment to custom in things indifferent in themselves. As 
to what;the gentleman has asked respecting .the peipetual virginity of 
the Virgin Mary^ I need not say a word upon the subject ; because 
he oug^t Co know, that Pirotestants do not believe it. His argument, 
as to washing the Disciples' feet, I will answer in the words of Oof 
Lord himself— <' The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.— The 
words which Ispeejc onto you, they are spirit and they are life." Our 
horA in that command, taught his disciples a lesson of that deep hu- 
mility which best consists vvith true Christianity. Oar great Redeemer 
descended from the throne othis glory, and took on him our nature, to 
lea^. us that principle of humility, without which we are unaUe to 
receive his Gospek ^Ekcep^ ye receive the kingdom of God as a Httte 
ehild, ye can .in no wise enter therein."' That Gospel was ^to tte 
Greejcs iodishness,'^ in the pride of their hearts, while to every humble 
beKever it is << the power of God unto salvation.*' Again, I am asked, 
do we not receive the first four General CouuchIs'? • We acknowledge 
them in a certilin sense, because we see that they decree aothiag con- 
trary to the Word of God. We admit them, in general aa crediUt 
and fiuthfttl vritneeses fo» the truth of our views of the sense of Scrip- 
ture; becaine they record the belief of theChristiaaChurebin the 
earliest aud purcist times. Bu| we by 90 means' admit their authority 
in any sense but that of a witness^ or historian — ^we do not receive 
themasan authority to dictate. to us vvhal to believe^ aspaiamdont 
and supplem^tary to the written Word of 6odi. 

The ne^ct point is the eating of blood. I will refer thegenUeman to the 
•Acts of the Apostles XV. 19| 20,21, where he will find the reason of the 
precept noticed by the Apostle from whom the decree immediately ema- 
nated. James, who~ presided on the occasion, and who-, to use the 
language of the Courts, summed up the evidence upon die subject^ 
says in conclusion, <* Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not 
them, which' from among the Gentiles are turned into God. But that 
we write ui^to them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from 
fornioatioa, and from things strangled, and from blood. Far Mates 
afaUjime, hath in. ^vtrgxUg them4hai frcach him, being reaiin (ha 
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synagogues etfiry Sabiath da/* This » the reasdn of the preoept ; 
because the prejndioetr of the Jews were so all? e — so. (jniok-^st) sen- 
safive, with regard to the oeremooies of their taw, that had the Chris- 
tian been permitted needlessly to infringe upon them in this instanee/ 
their indignant feelings would liave been exoitfcd, and they wouTd have 
been immediately offended. It was a matter of expedience and pru- 
dence at "the time ; but when the necessity for it is done away^ the ob- 
ligation ceases also. Nor let this position startle any, for thus the 
iwhele of the Jewish ceremonia} law^ though given by the most High 
God himself to Moses on the mounts was swept away when the object 
for which it waier designed was fuifiUed ; aad tilius willi regaro to aH 
precepts which have their foundation in the peculiar eircumstances of 
time and place — ^their obligation ceases, when the reason fbr Ihehr ob« 
servanoe no longer exists. — ^Tlie next question is— If our ancestora 
bid no written Scriptures, and in the dark age9 took their religion on 
the authority of man^ why not we also? Because we now possess tiie 
Scriptures, and possessing, dare not neglect our duty to read' them. 
But the gentleman, I doubt not,^ labours under misconception here, as 
in other points. The want of a supply of the written Scri|>tures, al^ 
Ifiough a great evil,^ did not leltve our ancestors without the means ot 
conversion and salvati6n.. The Word of Ood — ^the Bibte— {3 the 
source of all religious knowledge, and tl^e test of alf religious truth. 
fiutthe written word ianolthe only means of reKgious instruction. The 
'Word of God) when it is ftithfiilty preached from the pulpit, or taught 
in t SttAday-8diool,msy be the instrament employed by the Spirit, m 
Blanks conversion, as wielf as when it issues^ &om the press. But we 
conceive that the Ufritien Word of God isr more likely to be uninixed 
with human error, than any discourse however efoquent; and more 
likely to lead man into tbe way of sahrataon, than any instraotibn be^ 
towed in a Sunday school. And therefore while I do not underline 
Sunday-schools, or other institutions of the same description, I hold 
the word of God to be dte great^t blessing of the Uind. Neither, db 
I uhdervalue the preachihg of tlie Gospel from the Pulpit, but I hold, 
that the greatest auxHiary which the preacher can know, is the SiUe. 
I regard man's 8piritual,as something similiar to bodily vrant9> mily fkr 
raxxt numerous and important. And as one man eannot supply aO^ 



l«dify wants of any siAgle iodividualy muoli less caa he sapj^ the dfdlj, 
homlf, and momentary wants of his spuI-HH»pch less stilli the wants of 
nany handfedsoubcomnuttod to his charge. He ci&not ingiart to all, 
eojnpsel m difficulty conyictioaindonbt^coosolatioB in affliction^ asoften> 
wi^ eonlinually as ti^e we^lvsess of our human nature requires. But 
hfi ctan gife thetn tbat^ which contains a remedy for exery man's wants^ 
wbiijh will be-a.^^ light to his feeiand alamp untohis paths" — ^thatwhicb 
waft dasigped^by Gipd Un^el;^ — ^'fojr doctrine^ for r^roof^ .for 4»rrecf- 
liQOy and forinBtrttclioa inuri^teousness, thatthe nan mi^^iihpperfecl^ 
thoroughly furnished ,itato ajl good work&" When Hie wretched sinr 
ner^n-tfae hourof mi4mgh^ kes tossing on the bed of paip-^-^whoo iiifs 
tiiidi^ and his friends woroi out with washing and' foti^V^ Iw® 
i^ticed to-seek their restr-vvJieuhe l^pws no cemtionif^jm ti^e writh>> 
iaoyj^ anguish of his bodily siiffecings^--inthaJ;.dce^hoiiri.. ydicn 3atao 
)a)4ng adsaatagevofT his state,, wbile he gpes about a&a^roari^glioa 
;seeking whom h^ miiy devour, fails not to siigges^aoinatifiag tempta*- 
tjon toflmd^e him repine-n-^.dpohty and fo follT— tfaea^iti».diattbe»i»rd. 
laf God comes home to iiis hearty and i^ heard when the voice of man k< 
silent. Add ilii» b^eauf^ ,like Ibfit Boyal Psabnift^ woe would, have- 
ffyeiy..iQaQ iintifupat^ the mght wafcches^tbat he:mightiiiQdita^.«a tUs 
>v(Mrd^ tlia^ yfi^ eadea7pt\r tp fulfil the ftous .wish of another King »». 
J&'a^^jihat ev^ry peasant in the landmigbt^ have a Bible in his house. 
The gentfemaii has bietm pleased to be fperry lipoii the sutjcct af 
jQtepMi) eiideni^e^^ Bui I !aid down & proppsition piprfectiy p^in io> 
«yery perspa ofoomman undei3»ta<idiBg ;^ that men cp^ft^^eak w^ poq- 
Ji^eiicf of ap(jF W(9r^. whiobxomcs^ to theijr hKua4s9 ^^^ t)ia jircdnetion? 
<af 449e)rtiMii,4uliiiKr, fi^ni.tbe^thoiightsit ejqntains^and the style of the 
fawqMllatioo^ I nctic^ it alsa iiLthe ease of, a. letter, frpm a friemd ;. 
jind I said^ lh<|t the woa^ of Qfiiiba^ this kiad of ev^dwf^ i^ itself,. 
wHifHi cfuri^d cwiviction.tp the hre49t^4)f eyeyjfi mauw Tl^o^y.wko lik^^ 
9^ tfiepf^^huxift iK^^hing of thi& Bib)e» or wl^o^ead iV^ut to find out 
li^Qlly .ppiats witb^ wkioji th^y vmif fm^ and. f^fple^ioUbw^Ji^j^ 
I4<|i^.nqt ii|iqr/tKViiA9'bl#Wp(eiicrif^ this evi^^Hse^fcut thos^ iwfao 
kifitisiiidi^ it in JumM% andaiRCi^rity a^hew% kvfw aDd«}Ep(fri«»o^ 
«(M it mm* J h/M the-iotmaJ: ^videa<^ af ,t||f fiiM»r.^ep^.to^4he 

BiU^ i^Vp t%.bc.tb^.ccea^t h^m wkjioh Qs4 \m gjxet^ ^ woe^^ 



47 

• 

^ew are able to atisweri^l the Questions, and decide upoB al! the ca- 
vils that may be raised with regard to the e:tUrnal evidence of ttie 
-Scriptures; though they ^t^a bera answered over and over. Undonbt- 
^ly the poor and the illiterate man, never oould go through all the 
•objections ihat may be brought forward by the Infidel. But when he 
stakes up the word of God, he perceives at once its author; because it 
tells him -of such a God as man never -knew — it tells him of such a 
salvation as man oonhl Act .conceive— k le% faim his •own state, and 
<that of others, in such a way i^ makes him say with X>avid, ^<My 
iieart teacheth me the wickedness 'of the angodly."" This gentleman, 
v^b^ he eajteavoored to appose nry positron^ laid doWft ^n^, which no, 
niHosQpher hoi MMelf wcndd faat^e* ikraght oL He -muhis m i\t- 
lerexlcer %^tvVeen evidence and axiotife, titiA be fittb Ikuit WiA lire i#- 
teniai evidence of the Scripture, becaus^i it does' net aiiioMkt to tbfe 
latter; forgetting tlitil anr aanom h that Vfhidb h i^ipareat^itdelf, and 
Is conceded theiifstant it iii stated ^ but t%at Mde^c^ k i^haJt esta^ 
hftahns the iSmfg H is bit)ught to prove, and ^ibh ynms tioi beibrecer^ 
tain. Internal evidence admits of fang aiAi vafioGd indilctioite taiA 
}m)d&--«nflxi(^i«qniresrand»£aftifaof^ * 

The Rev. Mr. W^UQH here rose„ and piiaii^se^,.lhftl lis it wai 
,<«v]tto a few iniiutes ^f 4.0'doql^ and as Mr .> Walhet haA yet tv^jMk 
to ther nodt inportaut tepier <rf al), jsstifieaAaon} by fiiilfty tJie neetiag^ 
aboidd adjoiim: mAii IZ o'dook nest day. Tlte laoitiair i¥ to agreed f# 
by evefty person except Mr^ Hemiessy,! who* wished ta be heaid in 
r^ly tobfe.otnir ohjeetioir,/apoii tiicpaesage hon Genesis; wfaieii 
Mt; Walker had. not spokei^to«^ .The lateness of tite.hom^ pter^ited 
his wish been acceded to ;<, bbt it w^ 1^^^ that he .should Iwve. puh 
cedence on the following day. The meeting was then adjourned. 
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^,W<e Jiav« not an immmerable multitude of Books among us, 
freeing from, sxd contradicting one another, but only Tweniy 7W 
Books, containing the records of all past time, which are justij 
believed to be divine. Ftve of them belong to Moses, which contain 
his. laws ttid the tradition; qonceming the origin of mankind, 'till his 
death. But as to the time from the death of Moses to the reign of 
ArtaxerxeS;^ King of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes; the prophets 
wiio were after Moses, wrote down wiiat was done in their times, in 
TAirieen Books. The remaining Four Book?, contain hymns to God, 
and precepts for the conduct of human life. Our history indeed has 
been written since Artaxerxes, very particularly, but it has not been 
esteemed qf equal auihoritjf with the farmer^ by inxr fare-fMers^ 
because there had not been an exact succession of prophets since that 
time. And how formerly we have given credit to them, books of our 
•wn nation is evident by.i?hat we do, /or during so many ages as 
have already passed^ no one kas been so bold as either to add' any 
thing to them, to take any thing from them^ or to make any change 
in them** — (Joseph, cont. apion lib, 1. § 8:^ 



'7 



> ■ . 



I 



SlaCQI^D BAY. 

At 12 o'Clook> the Rbv. Mr. Bsaufokt took the Ghair, and 
addbressed tke assembly ae^ followq^ 

• ' • ■ > ■ . '■ . . ■ . • . 

Befolre we proceed with the busmesd of this day, 1 fliink it necessary 

ta recall to the reoolleotion of the Meeting, .that the purpose, for which 

we are assembled, is not so much to discuss disputed points, ot to give 

instruction by a.nswering questions, as to consider ^e propriety of lini-^ 

tiog ourselTes, a Society alre^y formed, with one having the same 

views, but more extensive in the Metropolis, and though tne Members 

of this Society, wishifig to act with peirfeol oapdouf, and thinkiiig ttie 

cause of truth alwayi^ pr<^moted by free discussion, ai^ willing, to 

permit gentlemen, du^ qualified, to offer their obje^ons, .yet it is a 

matter of courtly to do so,, and U must be under certain regulfitiohs, 

one of which is, that the matter stated be relevant to the subject, l^bw 

- • . ■ ■ . _( 

the questions and difficulties started by a gentleman yesterday, ajre not 

, of this description. For they regard not so much the points in con-" 

troversy between the Church of England and the Church of Rome, as 

the objectioivs and cavils made by Infidels, often, urged and refuted, 

* • • * . < • • , . 

with regard to the validity of the Holy Scriptures ; and other points 

''••••4.1 , ■ 

which are equally in <^position to the Roman Catholic Church and to 
our own, in respect to which therefore we ooincjide, and these require 
no discussion here. ][n proposing questions of this nature to the Meet- 
ing, no other purpose can apparently be answered, but that of impeding 
. . the busineiss and prolonsin? our sitting ; unless perhaps the excitement 
of feelings pf ill-willj which we all agree is a matter ter> much to be 
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lidpreoated. , We must therefore requ^ty that there may be no rep^ii- 
tion of questions of this sort^ and we must resist the mtroduotion of 
such opposition. We must also require the observanoe of another 

ft 

condition. That any gentleman who offers himself to the notice of 
the Meeting, shall be possesssed of a competent share of knowledge on 
the subject on which he speaks ; a poi(it in which the gentleman who 
(^ occupied your time yesterday for some while, was acknowledged by 
himself to be deficient ; for he told yoti, that he was una^uainted with 

. the Book of tlie Scriptures, which he thought proper to make the. sub- 
ject of hii; observaioiis. We detein it a fear i6it of a speaker's compe- 
tence, that he- shaU, in the first instance, before he prooeeds to put in- 
ie^gatoies himse!^, answer^'ociriam questions iAich wei^ pib|)d8nded 
yesterday by the Reverend Gentleman whd scfeondid'thci Iblit ilbli^- 
tion. These questioiis reg&rded the admission of the Apociyphat 
fiooks intb the Cahoii' of Scriptiire-^the sul)Ject of Safv&ti<:tti''by the 
merits of Saidts, as found ' in the Koman Catholic Miss^— ^the ktbjeot 
of TransubstaiRiaiiori---t£ie dfocirine of intention^--%f Hieltl'-c^iAittuhio^ 
in (iepHvin^ the taity, of the cup — and of prayers ih bM litAtnotvn 
tongup« We hold Qarse)f<^8 pted,g^ld £he gentlemaii Wbo'^s^^ke last 

^ (Mr. ^ennessy,^ to hee^ him state ttlis day, under di^b'ii^^ 
regulations^ some nirther points wliicii he w&^ desirousfoi stating yester- 
day, at an hour when it >yas loo )ale to comply with tdk de^e. We 
request bim to oWrve strictly what' is fequirefl, tfh'd' to cdtifiiie himself 
ix), the points at issue, Vtweeh the l^rbtestkht' and ft'i>ihi|n i^fldidlie 
Churdi^s — not enterii;ig into those subjects which ai^ aI; vai'fabi^ with 
bom Ctmrches; and ofieted oply by pei^ons objecting ftltj^g^hejr to 
the Christian dispensation* ,Any dther gehtlema:ii who talAy have 
questions or observations to propose, we musf decidedly refuse to hear. 
\ unless he shall give us such proof of his competence to discuss tiieo- 
Wieal subjects. . t mtist agiun request my reverend friends )ii1^und 
ne, to cfurefuUy abstain firbm e^cpressioiiSx ^i^h (hough i}(sed with no 

. svich view, and In their own conception perfectly ihho'c^^t,^ tiaajy 'pfcr- 

baps serve to cnlaW irritation in ifokie sensilive mfnd. Awd t eahie^ly 

request, gentTemen, io]|refraih from all expression oft&ellr ^^htinients, 

; wh^Uier of' apijplause or djssdpprobation, of vvliat they hear, by loud and 

olamarou^ plaudits. The plaudits justly earned by kontie of the Rev. 
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Speakers> ji»§ter4aj; but top.Ioudljr given^ created considerable inter- 
ruption, aijdwere unsuited^to the solemnity of a religious meeting iind 
a house of' wpt^hip. T^e gentlemen on the other side, Who are present, 
ftr^ i^queeted also to restrain tl^eir opposition to a moderate deblaratioii 
o( tb^c 4isBe|it ; and ^ot to al^ow any clamarous expression of it^' We 
eome here^i^ no spirit of bostility tQ> any part of our Christiakp brethren. 
We cpipe ia tli^ spidi^ of.^risti^ lovj^ Qjpd fnendshipu Our great 
desire is to do a most essential benefit; tu-^pa^ who will receive ii! i\ 
itur br^reo disagree from ns, and think propecio; reject, what weotf^ 
' in Ipve \et them reject it— they h^ve th^ use of their, own free jtod^ 
ineqt; But let them , not. reivile — and when we part, though stilt ^is- 
agreeing, let us part in friendship, as brethren in Christy as I trust Vrfe. 
entered here.^ 

Mfi/vEliEK^J$:$SY4heaq)ok.eto IheXollo^iqg cIM-^lVtr. A«rv 
«u% hifrps gr^ally difl^a]ipqiAt^ yesteoday,. jit Qot l^in^.^Upiiv^d th^ 
few mjnii^.that r^mamedfor areply, as Lbadtidceaa few ^otesj^ and 
joooUl^ave ^de^Iy.j^blisbc^djLbe truth .of 49y .i^fctipn by t(^ts of 
v^ec^ptiire. However, I .took the trouble. last nighty of, Ipokiog. over jhe 
Bible, and I find my positions are there fully supported^ I refenrisd.to 
a Protectant Bible, and by it alone, I sl^alj speak and b^.gpi^^d }^ mjT 
arguments to-day. . I w^ nauch .astonished Sir,^to find that the learned 
^ntlem^awho was in possession, did, not display all that zeal ancL 
Christian. meekness i^liioh is so ooABistcntin a, Christian Minister, 
H^ first proposed tin unlimited. discussion, to. any person that pleased 
4o interrogate him upon th^ subject of the errors of the Church of Rome* 
I as o)2e, aniiious to be informed of the nature of ,what yeas to be its sub- 
stitute, oame forward and ofiered myself to hie notice, when, instead 6f 
^ati^fymg my enquiries, be accused me of ignoraAoe. ,lt was a stranie 
ymny Sir, to^emove my dpubts, by telling me of thefd ; to enlighten my 
ignorance^ by reproaching me with it He. has however mis -stated an 
ob^efvaUpn of mine,, which I will tlierefore. now advert to. The fir6t 
question, I asked, was — did he regard, the Scriptures as being the sole 
rule 6f faith ? As a simple and unsophistical enquirer, and accord- 
ing to him^ an unenlightened and ignorant Papist, I wish to arrive at 
th$ issue of this discussion by the simplest means of coming to, the terr 
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mination of any discusfipn, which certainly is, argument by question 
find answer. ' I understand some (jf the Members of the Reformation 
Society ar6 on a tour of proselytism thiough the country. I ask them; 
if they went into the hut of a peasi^t whom they wanted to convert, 
^puld they take out their watchesji and tell him 1^ make a speech for 
three-quarters pf im hour, or would they bear and answer his questions, 
which would bring them, to the point at oi^ce; whereas by speech* 
lyakiog, the question may be avoided, and the poi^t at issute not touch- 
ed upon^ much less decided ? Or, if I happened to meet one of these 
gentlemen leaving town this evening in a stage-coach, and if I pro- 
posed a question that affected his religion^ would he tell n^e to^ get on 
the outside of the coach, and make a speech for three quarters of an 
hour. 

The Rev. Mr. WAUCrH rose to order.— A rule had been ests- 
blished f9r the proceedings of the Meeting, and no person had a right 
to come forward and demand them to break through it* They were 
Hot come uppn that platform to instruct, one by one, ev^ry peasant 
from the field, but they were there, to establish a system, which should 
send the fiible into the bouse, and initruction into the heart of every 
' peasant in tibe land. 

Mb. HENNESSY. — t do not demand, I n^erely request it as a 
■Bijatter of courtesy. I made a speech yesterday, for which I acknow- 
ledge I was not prepared. I heard some observations while in the 
galleryi which I though would not stand the test of examination. I 
thea came down tp thif platfo^nHf where I was refused a disputalioa 
by question and answef, «nd was obliged to. revert to. a speech. J 
now ask first, it the Bible the sole rule o/ fftith, pr is it not? It is 
certainly, according to the principles of the Reformation Society. If 
it is the sole rule of faith, is it the entire pr part of it that is the rule ? 
If the entire of it be the ru)e of faith, why has God commsUided the 
people to acquire their religion by an impossible medium, because as 
a gre^t part pf the Bible is lost, they cannot read the entir^ ? |f it is 
pnly a part of it, that is ^e rule, shew what part is the requisite part, 
what is the quantum suffioit and give me a text to prove it. The 
Rev. Gentieihan took my dilemma, and he did not touch upon the 
ifeppd part of it, He grappled with the first iif this manner. The 



1pibl« is the rule of fa^ift. eatireljr. If | Imd bad. thtB^ \k* ad^raatage 
of discussing the matter in qoestion and a^wei^' I would; haye asle^ 
him, arf any books of it lost. I).e yirbuld ^ve said, fliere w^re not. 
for he said so yesterday. But I took Uie trouble of consulting the, 
Bible last night, and ( found that it completely coincided wjth my ar- 
gument, for it refers to seTerai Books vjrhi^h are qot npw to,be fptfnd^ 
Peichaps ?ydu will say, they' are hiatorioal. Biit I will liefer you. to 
$ome propbecies-^tke works pf Jeremy and. Nathan are lost^ and two ' 
Bipistlw of St. Paul, Uf which I would advert if I had sqme tractable 
Bible. 

The Rev. Mr. WAXTGH.— Here is a tractable a Bib!^ at tlif 
world ever saw ; it opens for you instincjitely. 

Mr. HENNESST— I me^ to say suoha Bible as I could holii 
with. convenience. |n the Slst^hap. of Numbers, v. 14, mentiqn is 
i^ade of tlie bgok of die Wa^ of the Lord, I ask where, is such a book 
to be found f In. thi^ fitst. book of Kings, chap. 4, v. 32. alluding 
to Solomon, it is said, <^ a^id {le spake three tiiousand proverbs, an^ 
bis songs were a thousand and five." We have not three thousand 
proverbs of Solomon, nor a thousand i|nd five of his songs, 2d Chro- 
nicles, chap. 9,, y, 29. ** Now il|e rest Qf the actn. of Solomon first 
and la^t, are they pot vrritten in 4it book pf Natl^an the prophet, and 
in the prophecy of Ahijah, the $hilonite, and, in Uie y}^iqi\ of Iddo, 
the seer, agianst Jeroboam, ij^e sqn of Nebat.*'* ^Tlyere are any of 
those boql^s noy? — can my learned frien4 account fpir t}iei]}?' Again, 
1st Chronic^s, chap. 29, ▼. 29., Now th^ a^ts of David the. King, 
first and last, behold they are written in. tb^ bpollf o( Samyel, the seer, 
and in the book of Nathiin, the prophet, and ijfk t)^e book, of Gad, the 
seer.." We cannot find any bopka an8)isrerin|^ tQ ^esie names at tliq 
present day. In the Epistle pf Paul to t|ie ^plossians,^ ii). the l^st 
chapter and 16 verse, he commands them to read the j^pistle from La/j-. 
dicea ? Where is this Epistle from Laodibea ? In hi9 1st Epi^dp tip, 
tlie Connthian9, chap. 5, v. 9, he says, " 1 i?\Tote unto you an epis-. 
tie. This Was certainly not the epistle lie was then writing; yet this is 
the first we have, wbere is the former one ? Matthew 27 c. 9 v. " Then 
was fiilfilled that which was spokon by Jeremy.tbe Prophet, saying. And 






diey took tht (liirty pieces of i^lvcr^lhe ]^nce of I^im tha^ was mloaj.^ 
Where are tfao%^ words to t^ ibund ia. Scripture ? tbey ,&re certainly 
not in the bool: ojT Jeireinis^;^ Jst C^ijn^ijpis, 24 cl^^* (uid 9tK v^erse. 
''But as it is wntten^ eye hath notseep^nor ^aFrh^^^ neither hath 
it entered into the heart of ^naj^^, the thii^ that God ]^at}\ prq)ared for 
them that love him." T took this quotation hst nj^ht ^m the works 
of the Rev. Mr. Whiston ;. he mentiojos thai PauT used ihe ekpre8si<Mu 
and that it was taken ont of some of the books tha^ were either lost or 
corrupted. I ask the gentleman to' shew me wWe it can be {ound ? 

,>Ir. W.ALKE;B> (shewing t^e passage) jo^ MpU fiod H i^ Im^h^ 

chi^). 64, T. 4, 

• 

M9. HENNESST— Well I am no iheolo^an, .and it was 8fr. 
Whiaton misled me. Ma^jhew, clj. 2, .v. 23. , « that itmight.be 
fulfilled which was spoken \)j thePrq)hets. Hj» shall be called a 
Nasarene.'''. I would be glad to know what prophet calls our Saviour 
a Nazarenel If the* gentleman .cannot shevi[ me that none of these 
books are lost, it devolves on, him to take pp the other part of the di- 
lemma, and shew me a text which says that a portion pf the Scripture 
is necessary and sufficiept, and what that .port^p is. I asked Jiim 
what did the primitive Christians do, who had po fiible for seventy 
years after the death of Chnst, for it was nearly, tliat time before, the 
books of the New ferment were Vritten; from, what authority aid 
they receive their dpctrine. 1 asked him where did he fi&d a text of 
Scripture for baptism with the sign of the cross, and he told me there 
was none— that he bowed to the authority of his Church, and that he 
recognised bapfism with the sign of the crpss as one of her rules, t 
asked him why did she direct it when there was pot a tett for it jn the 
Bible, which is the sole rule oif faith to the Hrotestant Church ? — he 
told me that it was an old custom* and that it bad beep retained at the 
Reformation. I asked him is the Bible, the sole rule* of faith prtiot? 
If it be, why have you permitted a custom, no matter of what i^atioD 
or people, that derive its authority from the Bible'? I asked then 
^here he found the word consubstantiation in the Bible ? 

* » 

1i|b. WAUQH— ¥oa made no such ^iquiry, ^aod even now yop 



are going beyond the limits that have been prescribed ; but 'proceed, 
Sir, with your questions, and you shall be answered : and as you 
profesi such an anxiety for instraotion, I trust' you shall receive so 
much Tight before you feavethe platfomii as shall bring you completely 
iinder Reformatioa influence. 

Kr. HBNNBSAY^ We §mA m Swipture^ ^ trnksa I Msh ywi, 
yon will not Imve fotiwiiiboies yedsvoaght te^ash cue anothec'siBe*'' 
lalked whAWas the meani^vf (these .^wofda? fiaptitm iaaScMed hf 
ProtosteilB ^;be'a Scciament^ beesose it has the thnae •esaeittiab «f 
one> It is^ an;ejEt0raal .rigfat^iastitutadbgr €lirist**-(Rid jyi^yiiHift the 
ejBeflDjr of waSMag divafe gsace. IFheteKt for b^>ti8n is not mare 
ittferctife lliiA tbe lost 'fop'thei smshiBg-df feet^ if the parisagcr be 
uAienifiuriu hmsm vmiatum* Wfy tbeadb Mt.firqtetants.caflipiy 
Witb tbr lattST« Tlidr vhunfa faaa mtreoogtiisad Utit i^nctioii ; Jvut Jns 
^hidlbHt it}««Kion1y apteoepl of>liiifliihly/ tbefefiBte tbe antkori^ of 
iiieir iefaurch ob&eis in oollkicsi nUi BQriptufa— you. camiol iitand ,on 
8bfiptiire giroand atone, you nrasi tesoct to the authaiity pf year 
ehwoh. i wilt fcrfd ijiese obserfHtlons iaijugnmeii^ and paaa eO'la 
"othei* siiibj€fets« Y0Ui<Bittier'take.tbe3ariptin«f Iftenllf erbycomneat. 
If you take tbttn IkeMUy, why do >|f«u >not performitfae rite of wash- 
ing ftiel^ when it is (litamHy edramandsd P-^If, by a icommtnt, pa 
and 1 agree that a^oomayent is aeoeiuiry for tbe StanptuicK I said 
yesterday, tt>at iC'Was at thefiiat Counci] of Jeniaalem tbBKt the law 
wats ttfade i^insteating blbcid. Ildoked last niglit-isto tbe Bible and 
I lad tiat it was then'the eonmand was givfcn, -and nqt in the Council 
of Jerusalem ; hiywever this is nothing to tbe pi||^ose, fisrifthe oom-^ 
mands of the Council of Jerudafem were ^binding a foriimri, so are 
the commands pf the Sorrptare. The geatlemaa in his explanation of 
the text has not followed up my dijeotion* Did not the draich 
observe the prec^t of not eating^ blood, lest it might afiend the habits 
6f some persons? I ask hfim' does he stand independent af Ae Chuioh 
or by it? If he stands independent of Hhe Cfcurefa, be is eonfotedon 
bis own principles, because he brings the practice of tfie Cbucoh as an 
excuse for eating Mood. If he does not sland by the praotioa of the 
Church, why does he eat blood ? I touched uj;oa the doalriaa of 
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justifioaiidQ by faith^ and did noi^atthe timt tobstantiate mjargumejit 
\)j texts of Soripture. I could have giTen the subdtanoii but not the 
letter. T understand the doctrine of ProtdstaAts is^ that justification 
oomeft by faith only. They may have a great miahy texts that justifi- 
cation comes by faith, but I say that they will not quote a single one 
that it comes by fitith only, while I can quote three &r them to the 
contrary. If they should 'quota texts equally strong, then I refo: to 
.my old argument, and direct yeur attention to die tendency of all my 
\ ai^meHtsf that in the conflicting testimony of Scripture we have need 
of interpretation, commentary and enosttion. St Paul sayl. ^ If I 
should have all ftith iu) as to rtlnovs moiint^ins and have not charity it 
profiteth me nodiin^." ,St Jiimes in thi 2d diap« aod 14 verse says 
^ what shall it profit ny brethrenthoiigh a man say he hav^ foith And have 
not woii^s^" and in the 86th verse^ ^ for as the body withtot the 
spirit is dead> so fiuth vvithout works is dead also." I asked the gentle- 
man yesterday> if the Bihlf was the sole rule of faitii, what poold 
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those peisbns do who had never been taught to rea^!^ and as Prkiting 
was not introduced for many centuries, and Bibles Wjere eonsf^ventiy 

. scarce^ how. eotild the people in the dark ages measure th^ir faith by 
a standard which they could toot comeaty and 'when Ihey could not 

: read it if they did ? If he answers that it waa irdad and interpreted to 
them, in that case he has recomrse to iritrepetation and oral instruction, 
and departs from .the original standard. He has said that I confounded 
evidence with'axioms — I do no such thing. I am not quite so igno- 
rant as he supposes^ . Evidence is that by which the thing put before 
you IS proved to be;* what the evid^oeshews it. But there is no de- 
finition of self-evidence, it is the neplus uUra of certainty. If your 
internal evidence is imperfect, it proves nothing;^ if it is perfect, as 
self-evidence is. nothing more than perfect^ internal evidence has all 
its qualities, and must be identified with it If you say it is neither, 
shew me the medium between perfection lind imperfection ?-^there is 
none. *Mr. Walker has said that the Bible could be proved auftentio 
aa.well as Char's Commentaries^ or.Virgils ^neid. I pever heard 
ofia man who doubted their aujthenticity/ but I have heard of millions 
v^ doubted the authenticity of the Scriptures. I say then^ that the 
Bible has no internal or self-evidenpe. I say that it has nothing of 



the internal evidence that shines round an axiom* If there is aniatemal 
evidence in the Bible, what necessity was there for your being obliged 
last night to study a Commentary on it, before you could solve the dif- 
ficulty I proposed to you, and whiohj if I had been allowed, I eouH 
have solved myself, though you could not. It went to prave, that there 
was not that internal evidence about the book of Genesis, that it is said 
there is, lor no ignorant roan would be able to solve it without a Com- 
mentary, (Mr. H. here repeated the objection relating to the City of 
Dan.) The fact is that Esdras revised the Bible after the Babylonian 
captivity, and substituted the new^iame of Dan, for the original one of 
Laisfa — just as a person revisin|^ Caesar's Commentaries nowi might 
substitute the word France for the word Gallia. 

Mr. W AUGH— I deny that tliat is the s^Jution. 

Mr. HENNESSY, there may be anothar^ but it is a solution, and . 
it is not got from any intrinsic evidence, but from a commentaiy. If I 
looked one of you up with a Bible^'^and no commentary, would yoabe 
able to arrive at tli^ solution of this dilBiculty, after any length of study. 
The fact of Esdras having revised the Bible, and given the new name 
for the old, is essential to be known to solve it — is that in the Btbl^ 
my friends ? No, then you should either hear it, and that would be an 
oral comment, or read it. You cannot hear it from the £ible, for that 
is dumb, nor read it in the Bible, where it is not mentioned. But you 
should know it, betore you could solve the difficulty, and thus you 
should go out of the Bible to prove itself. 1 would'be glad to knpw^ 
would that be looking for extrinsic evidence. But intrinsic evidence 
I hope my firiends will allow, precludes the neeessity of extrinsic evi- 
dence. I could give you a great many other objections against the 
Bible, which I could solve as fast as I could give them. I will put 
them to this gentleman, and let him solve them as I proposed them, and 
then we shall see whether there is that internal evidence he speaks of. 
You, ladies and gentlemen, who have read the Bible, when you hear 
the objections, will know. in. your own minds that you cannot explain 
theui ; and you will recollect that this gentleman has been obliged ta 
r«sort to, a eommentarj before he oan ^o it. 
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Thie Riy\ CHAIRMAN sakl^ he wa« grrry to interrupl Mr. 
Hennessy 4 tut according to hrs own acknowledgment^ he was deviating 
from the course prescribed, for he was bringing forward the cavils of 
Iiifideliiy.' After some discussion, as to whether Mr Hennessy had a 
riglit to jprooeed in this line of argument^ he went on> 

Ladies axd G£)^tlcmen — If I w ») to put any of tliese <}uesiions 
to you, you could not answer to them ; but if I was to give you some 
notes and eommtnts that I have at home, you could answer by read* 
ing them* This is strong evidence in favour of the necessity of com'- 
meilt< Can Mr. Walker pledge me his honour that he did not buy 
Wafburton's Commentary on the Biblb last night ? If he did, where 
is the internal evidence lie speaks of? If be did not, let him «tand up 
and say s6. 

Mr WALKER assented tohisliaving bought, Hornets Introduclienv 

. Mr. HENNESSY— Then a Comment ih either necessary, or it is 
not. If they are not necessary, why did you buy one last night? — 
Would you have done so, but to find out »n answer to my objection ? 
If they are necessary for a learned I)ivine of the Protestant Church> 
a/oriiorif they are necfes«ary for an untearaed peasant. 

' Mr. WALKER — They are not necjessary — they are useful. 

Mr. HENNESSY— I will take it on me to say, that if I was al- 
lowed to go with each of these gentlemen into a room by ourselves, 
and ask them to write down their solutions of these apparent discre* 
pencies, they would all be different. 

Mr. WALKER — That shews the insufficiency of eommentary. 

Mr. HENNESSY — If the Bible .contains this internal evidence, 
why could not Voltaire and Ro&seau, or other men, who have turned 
their talents to their own perdition, perceive it? Why would it not be 
as apparent to them as it would be to the peasant in the field ^ How 
do you know, but that he may be as great a genius as the lecHned 
Creitchton, and he may turn his genius like Voltaire to his own rofn. — 
4 What is the reason, that if the Bible be put into my hand, and I be 
desired to interpret it according to my private judgmenti and then ia 
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flo idbing I totlow tlie reigning passion of the mind^ nmibr of itteNeirt, 
and fall. inlo. the jerrore of infidelity and if I put my thongAts tipcm 
paper, or give m^f doubts to the world, what is the reason that I will 
be .proaeout^d according to laW| Cor what is the result of my priTate 
jttdgmeBt7-<^perbapi the only result I was capable of aiming at . I may 
be dragged into a court of Justice^ ais Taylor, and Carlidey and other 
foolish men were, Carlisle, wben a boy. of my, age^"^ might, bare re- 
ceived a Bible from the hands of one of these gentlemen, andrif they 
gavf.it to him, and desired him to exercisie tlis private jndgmeat. in 
reading, it,, could they look unmoved.at the. imprisonment of that man-4- 
could they see him cast into .prison without attributing to tliemselves 
tlie cause-of it And why ? Because tiiey have given ium the Bible 
upon his private J udgmenty.and. he has perverted his intdleot to.hisom 
destruction. Therefooe is he proseculMl according to law, perhaps by 
the learned Bishops who are mostt instrumental in bringing ab4^utdie 
reading of the Scriptures aeconding to pian's privategudgmcQt Mr. 
H's time here expirjed. 

Mr. WALKEIR—T really feel exceedifigly distressed at bein^ 
again obliged to trespass on the attention of the^Meetitig, and Ishonfd 
hardly feel it respectful to you Sir, to come forward -and repeat, as I 
am compelled to do, arguments which I have before' advanced, in rep?y 
to the gentleman vvho has occupied the time, and tried the patience -df 
the meeting. * It will be acknowledged that I have no ea^ta^ly 'wlktn 
I undertake to follow him through tlie various- ^^^indi^gs of his vtmrsb,. 
and were it^notthat I had the precaution of taking down- the -leadfMg 
points -of .hi^argumentSy iWould be utterly tnconipetenttoit; ^for 1 Md 
with all his ingenuity, that I have BtiH to grasp a iih^oivr Tlile geh- 
tl^nttn does iaoi understand his own objections, ahd I cajtvnibt expect 
him fo comprehend' my ansuvei^, but I appeal to the meeting-, aifd^o 
yott Sir,' have J not dearlyiand explroitly, and tocommon*undets(andiiig 
satisfoetorily replied to hiscjuestions, involved' as (Irey 'halre %^. 
I shall however, once more, go over the ground I have ah^Stdjf Ml- 
versed, and briefly re-state my arguments of yesterday;' -T-*mfl first 
notice thcobservations which he made with r^pect tb'my tmvviHinj^- 
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y^m to enter into Uie ioterrDgatory system of argamentatioti. One 
of my objeotions to this system was^ that it has been ruled to be con- 
trary to ttie principle on which \ve wish to carry on our di80U88ion8.~7- 
Eveiy body knows that it tends to delay — that it leads too often to 
mere personality — ^to a mere waste of time and woniS) by enabling the 
speaker to catch at «Tery casual expfessioa, and undefined position, 
however tmimportanty which may have fallen from 1^ adversary in the 
hurry of the moment ; and so far'firom keeping them to the point, it 
leads them av^y from i(y ^a we^ry chase and wasted hour." A 
thotight was sugfested tojne by a gentleman coming to tliis meeting, 
vAioh is so strong an iUustraUon of the efiect of this mode of argument 
that I cannot refrain from stating it^ although it may perhaps he thought 
rather li^t Cor so grave an occasion. Those who are acquainted 
with field qK>rts, know the great 4m]Aeasantry of a pack of fox hounds 
being bocasionally drawn away from the chace, by starting a hare ; 
and if they are young hounds, th^ invariably pursue the hare, and 
leave the true scent of the fox. — Such is the case with discussions 
by queoMoQ and answer.^^Quibbles are made every moment and the 
disptttimts are led away firom the great point in dispute, by every tri- 
liag oocurenqe^ Therefore, if the object be to elicit truth— not to 
obtaini^ victory (and in the si^t of the Ood of truth I solemnly de- 
clare that I have no desire but to establish truth) the rule that has 
beqi adopted fi^r the government of the meeting, is better than any 
, other; because^ when objeeticfns are mixed with sttbterfiiges, all are 
fmnvtred aeria||m ; and it is frequently impossible for.a qnestiont on 
an inqpmrtaDttheotpgioal poia(» to admitof a direct answer by a yes or 
ju^ there may be a misoonoqption or a misunderstanding, or there may 
1« a cwiifoi^niaihe mind of the. parson who prqK)6edi^ Itis ne 
cessiffy that these «hoidd be first oorreffted and removed be$>re w^ caa 
give the wisl^edior r^iy, and for this purpose, vre may be called on 
io.briiig tbe.vi(l|ola wei^^ of explanation and argumefit to bear Ufoa 

the pointr . : 

The fixpt greai question which was left unnoticed yesterday, was 

with xeqpeot to a sKQipoeed alteration in the name of the City of Laisb, 

and vriuoh has beea laid bold of by Paine the Infidel. You all reool- 

Ito^ wfi&l ifeeKng of indignation vras excited in the heart of every 
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'man lA England, at the blasphemous impiety, whiott brou^t over frooi 
America, the rotten bones of the maHjT of infidelity, Paine; what a 
horror was fek at the attempt to procure adoration and Worship to be 
paid them ; olinottizing, as it i^ere, the relics of hkn, whom his coun- 
try bad driven into banishment And, what is your feeling let me ask, 
/whtn yott find not only an inexperienced yctti^ man like this, but a 
man grown in years, reviving the spirit,' ttnd repenting fiie arguments ot 
Paine,and causing him to be canonized aisasaiiitof theChureh of lUme! 
'for such a tendency has the condiiet. of any Church which makes com* 
mon cause with infidelity. The reason why I did not answer this 
objection yesterday, after my friend reminded me it hlid been omitted^ 
— ^was, because I wished it to dwell upon yottr attention, lu»d hUve time 
so to answer it, that the reply to it, might have its full effect. It is not 
a question of modern days — ^it is one of years-^It dies not aSifict the 
'success of this meeting only,' because it is an objection tliAt strikes at 
the root of Christianity itself, and it may fi^ urged against the Roman 
^Ktholic, as well as at the Protestant Church. The qoestibfi has been 
put in this form by Paine, and answered by the Bishop of LtaidaiF. 

**Your argument is taken from the single word-r-Zfew — ^beiag 
^ found in Genesiis whete it appears from the Book of Judg^, that Ihfe 
^'towii of Jjaish was not called Dan, ^till above three hundi^d and 
.^thirty years after the death of Moses ; (helpeGMre the wttter df Gene- 
** sis, you conclude, must have lived after the fxmn bf Laish hftd the 
^name Da$k given to it, lest this objection should ik^ be obvious 
^enough to a common capacity you illustrate it in the fo}l(»wii% than- 
''ner, Havre de Grace vfBs caWeA Howe Hibrai iii'l79S^^oiild 
^ then any dateless writing be found in after times^ with tte- naine 
^* Havre Marat, i^ would be certain evidence thiit siicb a wtlting 
« could not have been vmttetf'till after the year 179^/' tbi» i^ H 
^' wrong cdnclusion suppose some hot repubKcah should at Ibis day 
^ pidblish a new edition of any cTd History of Fratiec, and instead df 
^ Havre de Grace should write Hatre Mmite, and tfittt iw6 or tkree 
^ tfaonsand yefkrs hence, a man like ybunieif, riionld^ oii Qktt account 
^ Rjeet Ae whole history as spurious^ would ,he be jdstii^ in so 
^ dtfitig P Would it not be reasonable to tell faiiil-^ihai tiie Btene 
ff Ham^ Marat had been inserted not by the oirigmd author of the hkr- 
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^ tory, Jbut bj a lubsequent «<]itor ofity and to refer hiniy for a proof 
** of the genuiQeiiew of Ihe book, to the testimony of die whole Frendi 
'* nation ? Thh soppteitioQ so obvioasTy applies to yoar difficulty, 
'' that I eanoot but recommend it to your impartial attention^ but if tliis 
*^ fokUioa does pot please you» I desire it may be pixured, that the Dau 
^ mentioned in Qenesis, was the same Town as the 'Iktn, mentioned 
^ in Judgeft« i desire further to have proved^ thai the Dan^. men- 
^ tioned in Genesis, was tb^ name of a town, and not of a river, it is 
** merely said^ — Abraham pursued theib^ the enemies of Lot, to* Dan- 
**^ Now am'v4r was f«^l as lil^^y «s a t^wn. to stop a pursuit^ Lot, we 
'^ know, was settled Jn tiie.Plajii of .Jordan; and Jordan we know 
''wass composed by tha unitad streams of two rivers,, called J or 
«and Dfm:' 

Leavinf|^th&qHes.tIon of Paine apd the answer of the Bishop to their 
operation on the* metting, I will conclude this head by cautioamg my 
yoH^ friahd, that ho take fare lest in his zeal against Proteatanlism 
tte ^biKM obris^aoity. . Lhave not any hostility towards the Gentle- 
QU^iy. I dp aqt wish to hunt his feelings. 11. ai^ expressionB, used by 
laa-^estacdayt. seem to have given olfence^ and perhaps they were not 
cpnaivteQt. with tfa? solemnity of thi» meeting, which should b^ conduce 
ted m4i mild and christian spirit,.! am ready to make any kini <rf'afM>logy 
that may^ be daemediJieoesBaryt — ^but my meaning o£the fi^Mreasion, 
'' let God be true and every man a^liar,''waB, fhat I would wiUia^ly^ooft- 
fess myself, or any persop to be irv errop who wasja oppo6itioa*to the 
woxd of God, my only motive is to.promote the glory of God and the 
Salvation of iipmoctal souls, and I can^t being myself. ** to call evil 
good,, and good.eidV even, to comply with the established etiquette 
of woddtj custom^ The Gentleman's Joi^ling question was, . whether 
the entice Bible or a pactof it was the rule o£ faith.?. I answer the 
eniite Bible is the rule cf faith to u$^ The hinging point of his^iifgu- 
menttorn»oathe8uppp8i|^opy|ihtttniany books of the Bjble are losi^and 
at I tbin)c it iiinst<be much fnoce conducive to the cause of ti^iUi, to |m- 
swcr in a vvay,by .which every, man may have the power of (lolib^ratjsly 
weighing the mat^eo^f hjmsel^ than by haj^iag recoacse to the aijtti of 
eloquenqe, if I was poj^^ed of any,. I will refer to a, m-it^ who. is 
dear and deeisivej and Jtavcs no doubt upon ttie subject, mai^ purli- 



63 

tsulatljf as tbe proof i» r&tber too hng for ^le time I haire to tp^^ 
la ofder to satisfy the meeting and tliis gentleman upon the subject^ 
1 pledge myself that tlie exfriict shall be published ihone of the pnblio 
prints immediately;* I wiH not "therefore ooeapy tbe Meeting farther, 
than to observe, that several Books hgve beto quoted by the via-iteri 
of the saqred volame^ who, by no mean^^ intended to f note tfaem a» 
■works of an 4nsjfired author. Nor does tiieir being, i]iioted of itself, 
fMTove their inspiration, ai)y more tlian ihe quotation by SU Paid of 
AratttSi Menander, and Epimenides^ whose writings no person supposes 
to '^ve been inspired. I have so many important points to ^leak to, 
thtft I am notable to dwell upon -tliis subject aiiy longer^ nor pcess.k 
IBS strongly as 1 would wish, Mr. Home gives |i complete answer t» 
the questioi^ as it relates to the Book of the Wars'of jfae Jion^ and all 
others to which the gentleman has adverted^. The passage he has ad 
duced from the Ist 'Corinthians, he is mistaken in supposing is not in 
the Bible ; he will find it in Isdiah xliv. 4. The Apostles by no 
mean^ always quoted the exact v\M)rds of the Scripture, agd even Our 
^Saviour quoted from the ^eptuagint translation. 

Respecting the use of the cross in Baptism, The Gentleman has 
asked, why I submit to the authority of the Church of Etigland, and 
do I not give up my right of private Judgment ? I have said that whes 
the Church of England applied herself to remove the errors which had 
crept into the Christiafiity of the land, she bad two courses to pursv^ 
one was to remove every thing, and establish a system of her oinrn, the 
other to leave every thing she could with a safe conscience, and take 
away those, only which were repugnant to Christianity itself, and dan- 
gerous to the salvation of her children. There are many things 
however, which (tre not mater ialy and I think I made use of this dit* 
tinctlon, when I said that I bow to the authority of my Church ; for 
I by no means bow to it as a rule of faith. I subscribed to her 
articles, because I believed them to be consistent with the word of 
God, and having enrolled myself among her Ministers, I now think 

I am bound to submit to her directions — In doing so T make a legi- 

» 

_ - ~ - ■ ■ ■- • ■ . . . .: 

• See an extract from " Home's Introduction" as Inserted in the Corl^ Co«- 
gtitution of Saturday Januarj- 26tb 1828. 
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tiflutp use of my pnVate judgment — ^because that jadgment lends me 
lo approve of the dootrines of the Church of England^ and to submit 
to her regulations. Before I eame here, I was a free agent, I might 
a0t as i pleased, but when I did come here, and by so doing made 
myself aMena,bIe to the chair, 1 think myself bound to observe the 
rules the Ch^ir has laid down, for the direction of the Meeting. If 
I did not like the rules, 1 need not have come to this' platform, but as I 
kavc come upon the understandrng tliat I was to be governed by those 
ffiileff, I feiel mysdf bound to obey them. And such is my view of tlie 
anthoritj of the Church of England, and the submission that I owe to 
it. Another of the questions put was this. Is the Scripture the 
sole mle of faith ? Give me leave to explain a prevalent mistake 
upon the subject. There are many things worthy of credit, which 
are not to be f6ond in Scripture many things for which we have no 
direct precept — iir/ (key do not affect salvaiion. We have no precepts 
for half the actions of common hfe, in which we are called on to use 
our*o<wn dificretion, I therefore say, with the sixth Article of the 
Chnrch of England, tha^ " alt things necessary to salvation are con- 
tained in Scripture, and that nothing shall be held necessary cnt be 
required to be received as an article of faith, but whatever can be 
froved thereby.'^ With respect to Infant Baptism, which the gentle* 
man has confounded with the use of the sign of cross, althougli it 
dies not exactly apply to the question, however, lest it might appear, 
we ^hmrned any point that may be urged — I will with the permission 
of Uie Chairman^ make a few observations on it. 

Rev. Mb. WAUGH— I feel tlie greatest hesitation Sir, in inter- 
ropting the very learned and c^Ioquent argument, to which we are all 
listening with pleasure, but I must request of you as Chairman of this 
meeting, to prevent the Rev. Speaker's proceeding in this course — not 
because he is not fully able to do ample justice to the subject he hi^ 
undertaken, but because it is out of order, and will afford an example 
and excuse to other gentlemen. 

The Rbv. chairman put it to Mr. Walker's own judgment, 
whether he was not infringing the rules that had been laid down? 
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* Mr. WALKER— My Mly wish Sir, is to sutisfy this geiii]«n«ii 
mud tfae meetiiig — I shall ibereibre proceed id another point. With 
respebt to the undehftanding of some passages of tfae Bible to which 
my friand has aUadedi I would say that we are called <w to make use 
vf our reason aiad oommon sensei for the purpose of ascertaining their 
iiMniting, aiid we oaii generally by comparing Scripture with Scrips 
^ime, m the exeioise of the privilege which God has given us, say 
whether it is to be tAm in the leiter or in tha spirit. ESvery persoa 
&able to appreciate Ais, bat H is impossiUe that a genetnl rule could 
he kiddovnv is to what is to^ be taken literally^ and what figuratively 
WeaMknawtlnitoiir Saviour spoke in a manner which is used^ in 
€Tery oountryi but is the peculiat style of dye East. This was die 
figurative node in which ke expressed himself, when he desired his 
XKsoiples to wash one andthei^s feet.. My friend has acknowledged 
this to be the true s^nse in which the passage is to be read, and in doing 
ao, he unwittingly deviated from his own Church, for the Bope in his 
fobei^ washes the feet of twelve beggars, once every year. Bni the 
Church of Rome has always been the greatest advocate for the literal 
imderstaading of the Scriptures, not remembering that '* Uie letter kil- 
leth, but the ^irit giveth life.^ The next subject, is die eating of 
Uood. I feel obliged to apologise to the meetings for 9gain going over 
the gsound, but when my friend haa m&interpreted my observations, I 
Qjn bound to set him right. I did not say diat the Church 4ispensy 
with the observance of a command against eating blood, but I said 
when the Aposde James gave it a» his opinion that Christians at that 
time should be Testrained from using blood,, his reason was as he him- 
self gives it, **tiai Moeea had those that preached him in every 
cfVjr/'-^diat is, ^^ ttat th^re wece Jewsooniierted< to tfae Gospel in every 
city," and to avoid interfering, with their prejudices, it %ras better to 
lay that injunction upon themr It was an injunction not afTecting their 
aalvalion, having no moral obligation beyond their own precept, which 
was fonned only for temporary expediency. When tiie necessity of 
it died away, of coune the oUigation ceased, and lest this observation 
should startle any person, I adverted to the Jewish Ceremonial Law 
and said that this which had been established by the authority of the 
Cod el HeavtQ, was done away, when thepurpcse^for which it wm> 



instituted was accomplLshed, and consequently its obligation ceased 
for ever. — Before I.spetk to the great point of justification by faith, 
which I wish to keep for tlie last^ I will speak on the subject of what 
my friend calls the self-evidence of the Bible. I never said that the 
Bible was self-evident, it is by no. means necessary that it should; nor 
does the gentleman seem rightly to apprehend the distinction betweem 
a book's being capable of furnishing to an investigating idind, suffici- 
ent matter tp prove its authenticity and its being self-evident. Self* 
evidence is what belongs to an axiom, and it differs t?om internal evi • 
dence, in this, that its truth is perceived at once,, but the )atter is the 
result which the mind arrives at, after long investigation, f aley takes 
this course of argument in his great w^ork. Hot a: Paulina ^ in vrhick 
he proves, from tlic style — from the introduction of peculiar expressions,, 
and from the very nature of all the allusions in the Epistles of St. Paul 
that they must have been written by him, and that Paurs journeys as 
related by Luke, were really accomplished. At 'the same time, the 
evidence I speak oX, may be necessarily more or less perceptibly acr 
cording to tlie circumstances of the individual. As tp the difficulties 
of the Bible, I allow thdt some passages in the Scriptures may demand 
Jong and patient examination, but the great, the fundamental, the im- 
portant truths, on which the eternal doom of the assembled universe at 
the day of judgment shall depend j^ a,re sa plain that ^^he that runs may 
read them, and the way^faring men,,thovghibols, shall not err therein.'* 
That th^re is cl possibility of doubt, respecting this enquiry, does not 
vary the me^tter-s-there could be no necessity for enquiry, if there was 
no doubt, and we ipight as well say that all who read the Bible, should 
be as well convinced of its truth before they saw its title p^e, as after 
they had finished its perusal. *But the internal evidence of the Bible,, 
is of such a character, that it brii\gs h^e to eyery sinner's heart, who 
reads the word of God in the spirit Qf a little oh.ild^ the conviction that 
it was written by the spirit of God. <^ That it has God for its aiii^or,^ 
truth, without any mixture pf error, for i^s object-rrand salvi^tion for 
its end" 

The gentleman has adverted to some instances in the case of Vol-: 
taire and Rousseau, in which the unassisted exercise of men's private 
jud^ent has led them to depart from tlic truth ; and has said that no. 
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l^rson dbubts the genuineness of the classics. — The reason is plain — 
the classics contain nothing which wounds the pride, and alarms the 
fears, and exasperates the prejudices of man. — They do not repre- 
sent man as he is, guilty, fallen, condemned, and tell him to come only 
as an humble supplicant to the throne of God for mercy. This is 
i^hat excites the hostility of man to' the Scriptures — this is what cau- 
883 him to doubt their inspiration, to deny their genuineness, and to 
wish he could jprove them false. The Lord has given men reason, but 
he has warned them that they cknnot receive the Kingdom of God, 
unless they receive it in the spirit of a little child — In deep humility 
of spirit, praying to Him who best knows their wants, for light from 
Heaven to guide them — to that pod who has inspired the Scriptures, 
^r his grace, to read, to mark, to learn, and to inwardly di^st them — 
** that they, by patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope/' 
They are accountable to that God who gave them ration^il faculties, 
for the use they have made of them — let us not anticipate their doom, 
but let us take' care, lest we follow in their steps. — The gentleman has 
alluded to the circumstance of Protestants using commentaries, and 
asked me did I use one ? I acknowledge that I have a library tole- 
rably well stocked with Books of that nature, and l^ough last night 
I bad not the privilege of access to it, I certainly did purchase the 
book he speaks of, for the purpose of reading it, and bringing its con- 
tents do your notice, because T think the arguments of other men, may 
be received with a less disputations feeling, than any arising from a 
professed disputant on the occasion. 

We, Protestants, value commentary, and every other means of 
illustrating and bringing home Scripture truth to the understanding, 
and the hearts of our fellow«men ; but we value it no further than it 
illustrates the word of God, if it is contrary to that it is utterly w^orth* 
less in our sight. Though it be a Horsley, a Lowth, an Usber, or 
a Newton ; we appeal, from their authority, to the law and to the 
testimony J assured that if they speak not according to this word,, they 
have no light in them." When the gentleman asked, did we value 
commentaries, it may be presumed that he himself does, after all he 
has said on the danger of undirected reading of the Scriptures. I ask 
bim; or any other Roman Catholic present; what is the authentio <Som- 
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MfBUirj wbii^b tb« Qimrch of Rqiiiefoiiits wii to thtBif ttid nv^o s 
^oul^ whiqfa ba9 not been lolTed before aiiset, whiimr k tbo 
Roman Catholio to resoct for an rypleitition of it, vbioh will be in- 
ftllible — ^where will be fei an inf^Hihlo ezplaoatioa of any aai|^ 
yttu? Caobe.oaU a general eouBei.V with the P(4ie al its beady 
for nothii^[ else will he allow tp bo jafallible. If be ofnnot, end iS 
tii6 question has not hien ruled before^ he rnnet res^aam in abejanoe 
^ntil that event has t^kenplaee, Now> Sir, iniallibili^ hai^ doM^ 
nothing for the Rani^ Catholioi ttai private jndganpl has not done 
for usi if she. leaves hip in doubt upon a single, text* I bdieve I 
bave giveipk an answer to every point brought iiHWw4 by mj fiiend^ 
except the impostaot doefvin^ of Jjoetifioalioii by iaith aloar« It is 
knowui I trust, to asm^y as are assembled her^ thai the Apostle 
Paul, hffs said — "tberefi»e we conclude that a, man i& justified by 
faith withQvt the iefis of i^e faw^*' and again, '^by graee aiayc 

saired,^ through fiiith, and. that not of yourselves iti is- thr gift of God* 

♦ 

naiof MHfrkSyle€^t any tnan ihouldbaaUf" now ifthftis^not jqstiiei^ 
tion by faith alone, I want to know what is? Thera is. a difcrenoe 
alledged, a sort of supposed meftqihysiqal diatiiiGtian 9id ye^ not a 
distinction in reali^^ which m^y ba m^de between ju^tiiiealion by 
faith mdfj and justification \g faith alone* I asseci that a man ia 
justified by iaith only/' — but I also assert that the faith which justi&eB^ 
is a futh which is not long left alone, but when it justifies, it must ba 
alone in the partioulfaifeot of justification. There must qb least be (hr 
interval necessary to allow the cause to precede its owbi eiBooti between 
fiuth and any good worics. When a sinner receives in his heart the 
record of salvation through the bloodof an incarnate Redeemer, on the^ 
authority of the God of Heaven, at that mo^ient he is aeoountad 
righteous in his sight, nnd the moment that ftiA is received into tbr 
sinner's mind, it begins to produce its eiEeot, it tarns the tido of the 
affeotions.of his heart towacds the God who has revealed hunself as n 
God of love* And looking on the oharacter o£ his Creator, as seen* 
in the Gospel of his Son, ''he is changed into the same image firom 
gkny to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord," 2 cor. iii. 18, 
the Apo&t]^ tells us '' that in Christ Jesus, neiti|er cirouacision awl- 
-^tb any thia|^ nor uncirenmscision, but Aiith which worketh by love,. 
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'Faidi fiib the nund wkb the io«e of GM, Mtd tbe eftot ^love is W 
proditoeobedkftee* And tw knoifv Ae ^^renee M Ae obedience^ 
piodiieed by kyre, and that nhicb » the r^ult ef feAr. I uj theirf 
lire ifejiiBtified inikeaigJUofCMhf finth eniy^ bite thitt thw ikitlk 
16 not fieenieloii^, by ivfaioh I oieen that irHMe ft men ticmes tb<» 
tfstflh of the Gespei^ eed^oontprdiendi it ivettile gtory, i/vheik God hae 
yeveeM kiauelf ae^njuitGody aed aSmoar, tc^eoiiefled through 
Chofk Jesm, his heart Je fiiM with bv^^he ftiels Attt he & not hie 
^WB but that he is booght wMi a pride.** ^ And fis desire is^ to glo* 
^tf God: ia hie body and in' his spirit whiefa are Ood's/^ the Apostl)^ 
fltateethis deotrbe in the }3 AofB« d$t. ^be iC known imto yoii 
Ibereieie, nen and bMhveni Aat throngh Affimaniepreadiedttttto you 
(mpfvetktmof am^ and hf hiniy all ilhat Mieve are justffledF frcnn aS 
tbingSy^^ Ireoi whioh ye eoidd not be justified^ by the lav^ of Mo&ee« 
Bewue therefore^ te«>tbat oobmi upon^yeu, ivhidk is spdite of in the 
Pff^dietsy bchoU ye despisen^ and' wonder, taal' perish.^ Again, be 
says in another plaee^ ^ iti»1>y faith, Aftt it might be of grace/* rig« 
nifying) that <a exhibit Ae entiie fipeenese of the gift of salvation, God 
has made ohoioe of a mode of its applioatien, which could have nv 
ahadoir of merit m il— thns, sobfeitiDg the Ibundatidfls ofhinnan pride, 
nnd leaving no ground for boasting, ^'not of works^ least any man 
flhnuld boast'^ 

> I find I hava omifted one qosstion which has been pnt— what did 
4he people do when they had no Bibles, since the Scriptures were no^ 
eompiled till after the death of tiie Apostles — what authority had they 
then for Jtheir direction ? I answer, that during the time of the Apostlea 
Ibey had an infallible authority in the Apostjes themselves, and as soon 
as the Apostles were withdrawn from the earth, they left behind them 
their written word, a» an autliority to the several Churches which they 
fiianted. But letit'not be»upposed,that even during the dark ages 
the worid wes quite ignorant of this book, for ^ere were many copies 
of it, more than is imagined, or might be expected, though still theri» 
iwas a lamentable dearth of it,, as there has been in our own country, 
until the last few years. Bii^ Sir, the gentleman has conAonded (he 
rub offaitk^ ^sA'tht meam qfeonvemon,^ or imtrmiton — ^We d» 
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not limit our operations, to the print and paper of the Bible, we assert 
that the word of God is the grand instrument employed in the conver- 
sion of the sinner, and the edification of the believer. — But that word 
ii not merely, the print and paper of a Bible. If any man speak ''as 
the Oraclo8 of God," consistently with their declarations, and amenable 
to their authority, he preaches iAe Word ofGody and it will be effec- 
tual to the saving of the soul, when brought home to the heart, in de« 
monstration of the spirit, and in power." But to conclude, if we de- 
part from the principle, of the right of every man to read the Scrip- 
tures for himself, and to exercise his judgment upon their contents, 
to what result will it bring us, but that, to which it has brought Ra- 
man Catholics, to the establishment qf the Inquisition ? Yes — ^to 
the establishment of the Inquisition, for if it be decided, thatman has 
no right to exercise his private judgment in the reading of God's ^ord, 
according to the powers that God has given him, for which he must 
account, and which, if he abuses, he does it, as he does with regard to 
every other gift of God, at his peril ; and if there exists a power com- 
petent to control the exercise of it, I say we must, we are bound in 
duty to God hims^elf, and to the souls of men, to establish thelnquisi- 
tion, as the best means of giving effect to that power, and of preventing 
what we deem to be an act dangerous to the salvation of im- 
mortal souls. 

I will leave this consideration to have its own weight with the 
Meeting, and conclude with thanking them, and the Rev. Chairman 
for their indulgence. . ' 

The Rev. JOSEPH R. COTTER then rose and said,— Mr. 
Chairman, it is uiual with those who are opposed to the free circula- 
tion of the Scriptures, to endeavour to raise up clouds and mists around 
the subject, in order that the light of truth should not shine upon the 
darkness of error. For this purpose, they have recourse to captious 
and ensnaring questions and objections, many of which are borrowed 
from the armoury of Infidelity, and are in themselves unfounded and 
unreasonable. It is our duty, however, as advocates for the truth of 
God, to " be ready always to give an answer to every man who asketh 
us a reason of the hope that is in us,'* in the spirit of the Apostle, who 
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saysy ''The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all 
men, in meekness instractini^ those that oppose themselves, if perad- 
venture God will give them repentance, to the acknowledging of th^ 
truth." Sir, I have had the pleasure many times during 197 life, of 
entering into religious discussions with my Roman Catholic felftw- 
countrymen ;* and 1 have the happiness to say, in the face of this as- 
sembly, that I do not remember an instance, in which T could charge 
myself or my opponent, with a breach of Christian charity and love*, 
In this spirit I shall offer a few observations upon the point respecting 
which I conceive evidence has not yet been precisely adduced^— that ia 
to shew the affirmathe proo/^ qf the Resolution I have the honour to 
second, t 

'* That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are 
the only perfect and sufficient rule of faith and practice." 

Now Sir, I conceive I shall have established this position affirma- 
tively (for the objections to it hf^ve been most ^bly answered, s^nd ex- 
cept they shall happen to cpn^e in my way, 1 shg,ll not advert to them} 
if I make out three simple points : First the right of private judgment-^ 
that right which every individual possesses, to enquire whether he is 
following truth or error, whether he is " walking in the broad way of 
destruction, or in the narrow path that leadeth unto life. — Secondly^ if 
I establish the right of every man, to read the sacred Scriptures^ as the 
highest means that God had provided for carrying into effect that un- 
alienable right of private judgment. Thirdly^if J prove the sufficiency 
not only of the whole of the Scriptures of the Old and Neyir Testaments j^ 
but of small portions thereof, for the salvation of man's immortal soul. 

There are many points in which we differ from tk^ present Church 
of Rome, and it is our duty, in the spirit of Christian meekness and 
charity, to satisfy Roman Catholics, when we come forward to im- 
pugn their faith, that we have good reasons for doing so. — I charge 
then that Church, with having " departed from the faith*' of primitive 
Christianity, by denying the right, of private judgment. Before T enter 
further upon this point, I beg leave to make a remark upon this word 
right, I would rather call it the duty of frioate judgment ; because 
if it is once established as a duty, the right to perform it will follow as 
a necessary consequence, inasmuch as no man living lias a right to 
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«ie. of tiie uted ^(r> fettrM of Ae oavib miiedagtti»t iheword 
r^Ai; for I have Iieaid it tajd, if you gmiit a man the right to rea^ 
4he Seriptureti aad that he ebould wrest them to his own destraotiooy 
k9W can yott afterwards blame hioi as baring doae wnwg ? Biit re- 
gardiiic it U Avtyt points at oQoe to the tribunal of God's Judgment 
at whieh every indiTidual will have to wswer both fee the maiuier aad 
i|>irit in whi^ he has pirformed it. The Ohardi of Rome deniei 
this ri|iM^ aad 4aty; and opposes men iu the perfennanoe of it» by 
every means in |ier pAwer^ whilst the great Head of the Chnreh hira- 
ielf, addlt«98i^ a multitude, ineloding the most ignorant in mxk^^ 
says, ^ why of your own selves do you not judge what is right/* hakt 
xii« 57 — Again^ he says, '^ kettnott of fake prophets whieh come to you 
«i sheep's ololhin^ but inwardly they are ravemg wolves.'^ Matthew, 
vii. 15.-^In I John, iv. 1, the Apostle says, '' Brethren, believe not 
every spirit, bui try the spirits whether they be of 6od^' — and St 
Paul in I Thess. 5, 21, says to christians in general, *^prQve all 
things, hold fast that whioh is good," Again in I, cor. xiv. 20, he 
inQUtcates ^e improvement, of the ynderstanding^ ** brethren be not 
children in anderstanding ;" and it is worthy of remaik that he is there 
advertfag to the seiweless custom, whioh some bad begun to practise, 
(^kaoing the jntUie service of the Church in an unknown tongue. 
The daty of pkivate judgment, is ii}80 recognised in Heb. xi. 6, as an 
essential ipiality hi true fhitl^ **• without faith it is impossible to please 
God, fbr he that cometh unto God,, must believe that he is, and tba( 
kieittherewarder ofthem that diligentfy'seek kimi* There are 
iiany other passages, to which did time permit t might draw the- 
altenuon of the Meeting ; I shall consider these as; suftpiantl]^ esta: 
bitshing the duty of all men, as they shall answer for it. att tha* liist. 
day; to ascertain for themselves, whether they are in the wny of salva-- 
iion or not — and, I sjialt pass on to die second head of my subject, 
tju duty of reading thfi Scriptures, as the highest and best meant, 
whieh God has given to man, for fulfilling this, before*-— established 
duty of private judgment. In the sixth chap, of Duet, v. 6, it is said 
concerning the 5 books of Moses, '^ these words which I command 
tbee dui day^ shall be in thine heart, and th6tt shalt teach them di- 
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ligently unto thy childrQn^ and shalt talk of them when thou tittest iii 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liesi 
down, aud when thoti risest up." The satae reference to God's writ- 
ten ivoti, is faade in Isaiah viii. 20. "To the taw and lo the testimony, 
if they speak not according to thi^ word, it is because there is no light . 
in them." If we turn to the New Testament, we find our blessed Lord 
saying, "Search tJie- Scriptures, for in them ye thiftk ye have eternal 
life." iJohh Vv 39. Here Sir, dn objec'tioti is raised^ that the passage 
inay te Iransiabed ^'ye do search the^criplures*' but admitting this 
Were the case, (whi'ch cannot be proved) would: it not. shew an esta^ 
blished custom in the Chtirch of God, at that time, of searching 
the Scripttires? — If we look to Matthew xxii. 29. and to Mailc xiL 
24 .27. we find our Lord as'ciibing the gteate^ errors, to ignorance of 
the Scriptures, "Ye do err because ye know not the Scriptures." agaia 
^^ Ye therefore do greatly err." In 2 Tim. iii. 16. we find St, Paul 
"commending Timothy> "because that from a child he had known the 
JEioly Scriptures> which are able to make wise unto talvlUioik" la 
^lomatis XV. 4. it is said, " Whatsoevef things were written |b&>retimef 
were written ibr our learning, that we tl^roiigh patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might have hope."- Here Sir^ I beg lfa?e to remark^ 
that our principle on this head is misrepresented by tkose who "Ol^x^e 
us ; it is not to get rid of preaching inn^ oommentary altogether, but t9 
^se them in^^Onjunetion with the Bible. Our object is to give the 
wi^en Word^ as a remedy against a^y «rror tbftt. may be tai^bt bj 
the preached word, or by the commentaqr— tiiat preachings an^ 4« 
written word, may be as it \vere the two grand pillars of Gospel in- 
•struction, Mtf wriUen^ to correct the fteaohed ward where it Ujahe^ 
'to supply the place of true .preaching where it is noiy atid to go 
hand in hand with it^ where' it is. These arte our ])rinciple8 and 
practice^ upon the subject^ and they coincide with the practioe of the 
-Apostles ; for if we turn to Acts xvii. 2. we £nd them proo^ding. ex* 
«ctfy as we do> giving the preached and written word together, and 
-appealing to the Scriptures for the truth of whaif they, tought*-^^ And 
Fa«il, as his manner was, went in untatliem, land three sabbath, day^i 
reasoned with them out of the Scr^ures.!' And waifind the bUy 
ef those times, using the Scriptures as tc^ would have theni'^ ikiiM l\& 
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terse of the same Chapter, it is said of the Bereans " Thiese v/tv^ 
more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 
Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures dail^^ 
whether these things were so ^•" and mark the happy cdnsequence^ 
*' therefore many of them believed." Yes, my brethren, believed to 
the salvation of their immortal soul^.— ^Agsdn, I ask my Roman 
'Catholic BrethYen, Who has a better right to read a ktler than he to 
whom it is addressed ? And you will find by refering to the Rhemish 
Testanient, for the . address at the commencement of each of the 
Epistles (the very part of scripture charged with greatest difficulties) 
that they ai;e almost idl addressed to the laity, as well as to the Clergy^ 
---nay, the latter are only mentioned in that to l^e Philippians, and 
tliere oiily, in cotijuriction tnth the Laity. — But why should it be 
necessaiy to r^^ort to the Scriptures, to upset the practice of "forbid- 
gihg the reading of /£he Word of God 1 Does not tlie Kght of reason 
and nature,' teach us sufficiently that it lu^gues a disrespect towards 
tlie Author of that Word, for which those Who Utfe gtdlty of it, wLfi be 
teHrfiilly 'aCCouAtaile. I km so impressed wtth thi§ idea, that I would 
tiolt for ithdiisatid^ of worlds take' it upon me to say to a Protestant 
^arishioVi^r,' *^* My friend, / grani'yt>u permission to read the Bible." 
becihise ffae'misiihing'of that would be (inasmuch as God speUcs to 
ii% !n ^6 Bible,) 'that I would grant permissibh to the great 'HoH of 
^^aifefi'ta speak to hU t^edhir^ ! How much greater presumption 
thinV^s'iUln' those, (but We would in charity ht)pe that ''•they know 
t^t ' whait^Key do'^) who say * W« wiU »<># grant permissiori to the B|p6t 
High Oo4^ dp^ajj: to his (Creatures ! 

T<fcw 8i^, ?' <S<)me to the third p^nt — The mjficieniiy of the Serip- 
iures dlok^yif^ ttU points necessary to salvation^ and instruetiou in 
"duty: If we^^ turn to 2 Ilm. iii. 16, 17, we find this plainly ti^ught 
In the^ wbr^s ''All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is >pi^ofit«ible>fl(N* doctrine ^ for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in « HgHtefmsiipss, thatthe-m^n of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
IfiumiBked unto all good woi&s." This, Sir, applies to the whde cf 
iheSleripiurcd, ii^hlch are'thuii profitable and necessary, as our per- 
^% ride of faith and practice. But the truths on whicli s^vation 
Ndep)Biiids toe-ftw and.sinfiple; and I undertake to prove not only that 
Hhe^v^hiGie Seriptiure cO&taiEg what is sufficient for salvation, but 
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that; small portions of it— -single books*,— '•chapters — ^paiis of chap- 
ters — nay even single verses contain all that is absolutely and indis- 
pensably necessary. I will refer you to Mark xvi, 16, where our 
liOrd gives his last commission to the Apostles to preach the Gospel : 
take notice of his words ^'he that believeth-^o^Aa^l be saved, ^ Now 
we have only to ascertain what particular points he commanded to 
be preached and we have what is doubtless, sufficient f6r sdvation. 
The 24th Chapter of Luke ver. 47, fiirmshes t« with those veryi 
points; for in the accouivt there given of the last eoimnission it is 
^'that repentance wid renUssion of sins, should be preached in his. 
name among all taataons." Here Sir, we have clear proof that repen- 
tance and remission of sins in the na|ne of the Lord Jesus Christ as, 
**4hc Lamb of God who taketh away the sin^of the world" is all that 
is essentially necessary to salvation, however profitable and necessary 
other parts of Scripture may be, to lead us more fully into the way 
of the Lord, and the knowledge of our duty.— -Agun, we have no 
less than four Gospels in the new Testament ; and why should they 
be called Gospels ^ if any thing essential tathe Gospel is omitted?— 
But St. John says of his own,, what establishes his sufficiency: if we 
had nothing else; "These things were written that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ the Son dl God, and that beliering 
ye might have life through his name*^ John sx, 21. — St. Luke 
' tells us (Lxike i, 3 and Actsi, 1,) thathe wrote of adl things fb^t Jesus 
did and taught; and it would be strange to suppose that after say- 
• ing this he should omit any thing essential to salvation. — Evensmal- 
ler portions would be sufficient, if we had no more. I^will take as 
one instance from many, our Lord's discourse with Nicodemus in 
John 3d chap. Surely Sir, if a sinner came to a Minister of any 
Church in the present day,^ and asked him the way of salVati^n he 
would not be a true Minister if he allowed him to depart without in- 
forming hifii of every thing he thought necessary for that end. And 
can we suppose that our- blessed Lord, who shed his blood on the 
Cross for perishing sinners, would let the enquiring Nicodemus go 
away without full information as to all that was necessary? ' ' 

But we heed not leave the matter to reasoning of this kind ; be- 
cause we are told by our Lord in his discourse with Nicodemus, that 
he wa^ declarijug what was sufficient for salvittion. Alluding to the 
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braaen serpent, wlu^h when looked upon by the Israelites, produeetf 
» healing cure in the body. He through this, teaches the certainty of 
the Salyalion of every soul, who should look to His death upon the 
cross with the eye of faith ; ^< A» Mose^ lilted up the serpent in the 
.wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoso- 
.ever belieyeth on him should not perUh but have eternal life^ John 
ill. 14. 15^-*-Here is sufficiency for salvation, in two verses !— The 
same may be said of our Lord's discourse In the 6th, Chap, of 
John, which is so grievously misunderstood by Roman Catholics; 
where expressing himself in his iisual* style of figure or parable, he 
. declares the certainty of th^ salvation pf every soul that trusts rightly 
in his death upon the Cross; ''who eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood liath everlasting Ufe'^ v, 54 ;-<^*^ the bread that I shall give 
is my flesh which I will give for the life of the world" v. 51 ; allu- 
X ding to the soul's being nourished by faith in that atonement on the 
Cross ^ as the body is by food.—The same sufficiency must be sup- 
posed in the various inspired Semions, in different parts of the book 
of Acts ; as Peter's 3ermon in the 5th. Chap, where he says ^* Him, 
hath God exalted, to be a Prince and & Saviour to giye repentance 
and forgiveness of sins" v. 31. Here we find the Apostle in the 
act of fulfilling the commission he had received in Luke 24,. 47» the 
sufficiency of which we have before proved. -^-I trust- Sir, I hate 
established to the satisfaction of the Meeting, not only that 0ie 
whole Scripture is profitable — for the same gracious truths cannot 
be too often repeated, nor instruction in righteousness too fiiUy 
detuled — ^but that even small portions of it, had we no more^ would 
suffice for our salvation ; and therefore that there is no ioundation for 
the cavil which }s built upon the false supposition that some books of 
Scripture have been }ost, Even if this were true (which is not) our 
salvation would not be in the least endangered thereby. 

I shall now g^ve a proof of the sufficiency of Scripture, which 
may perhaps suit the peculiar idews of my Roman Catholic Fellow- 
Countrymen ; it follows from one simple point : its enabling us to 
distinguish by the most clear and decisive marks, a true Church 
from one that is false and apostate. In the 9,10 and 1 1 chapters 
of the Epistle to the Romans, we find St. Paul arguing in a most 
interesting manner with the Jews, and meeting objections very th 
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miliar to those whioh are now urged l^y Roman CatlioUct agiJttit 
the Protestants. It will be a^bdttod that no Church oould haye 
greater privileges than the Apostle ascribes to that of the Jews;--^^ 
he says of them ix. 4 y. " to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the 
glory, and the guying of the law, and the pnmuetJ* Yet we find 
him afterwards declaring that aU tkete privileges were for/eiied hf 
the denied cf one tingle <2oc<riiie-«-the all Important and essential 
doctrine of jtutijicatian hy faith on/jf tiltrough the merits of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christt*^ <* What shall we say then tha^ the 

• Gentiles which followed ilP after righteousness, haye attained to 
righteousness, even the righteousness wluch is of fiuth*— but Israel; 
which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to 
righteousness. Wherefose? Beeauee ihejf sought it not by faiths but 
at it were bp the workt of the law^ ix« 30— 32.*—He then goes on 

4n the tenth Chapter to confirm the thing more strongly ; '' Brethren 

my heart's desire, and prayer toi God for Israd, is, that they may be 
saved ; for I bear them record, that they haye a zeal for , God, but not 
according to knowledge ; for they bdng ignorant of God*a righteous* 
ness, and going about to etUAlith their own righieoutnett^ have mt\ 
' submitted themselves unto the righteousnesa of God., For Chritt it 
. the end qf the law for righteoutnett to ewry one^ that beHevethJ^ 
Thus he laments over ikllen Israel, because they thought to establish 
their own righteousness, ands<iught it not by fidth only through Christ , 
And in the 11th phapter, he gives it as the marl^ of ^ true church,^ 
the holding the doctrine in question, where he proceeds to explain 
the reason why the visible kingdom of Israel was caat offv and the 
promises of God were fulfilled, only to a small number, ^* I say then 
hath God cast away his people ? God forbid— God hath not cast 
away his people whom he foreknew, at this present tame there is a 
remnant accor^ng to the election of grace, and if by grace then it 
' it no more of workt, otherwite grace it no more graced mark hotw 

* he describes the true Church as hfilding justification by faith through 
the righteousness of Christ, and not through man's righteousness, 
as plunly ashe had before pointed out the Apottate Churchy as having 
lost it. He makes the claim of any church to the title of trucy to 
depend entirdy upon tiiat very doctrine, which our opponents have 
(Batt ^p^n us as our %rror I The great Martin Luther understood 



this wen, when he calted th^^Sootnne in.quQstiqn, the article of a 
standiiig or Sr frilen church. , It involye.s. the leading quesllbn ob 
which the Church of Borne wd the i^eformed; orig^aUy divided 
iffhether aimHer^s^justifieatum-h^ote Q0^M to he aceomplkhed by 
the merits offrniUtmd faUen f»a», or hy the finished work of the 
Almighty Samour ef the Worlds who hyhi$jdeath4m the Oron e»du^ 
red the eurte qfOed^s l&okeii lawy emd' purchased hack man*s for^ 
felted Htk ti^ the h^memiy dnkarUame., ISas Sir^ is the only 
4octiiiie wMch l^ in, the ]^«ipoct (j^C^jAMtt-^jsaafiod as a Bureancfaor 
fprno^ Boiil.. Wheo iUfii cosmI^mJ^^ heart there is no dtutger 
hut Idl vdUL he light.! The pprddnedTSSwier Who has tasted that the 
liOrd Ib gracious, witt: »ot again Vilfuliy offend the land father who. 
has received hte with t^e o^en arms of iieroy^— has put upon him. 
tdbe hest nohe^sayUig ^ ^« this iny son ^as dead, and is alive again^ 
was lost,, and. is foiuid."<MM-3ii^ are the terms on which aB ntust seek^. 
fbr pardon and foi> sudvadeik— ,-and however highly I respect this 
Meeting, l-nuist rememher thi^ Lam addressing accountable hehigs, 
moving on; tbivughp » short um^: imcertaln life^ to the judgment of 
the great day.. In oonelasu>n> therdfo^, I would call upon you, 
my Chfistiap bvethrea^ to. attend to, tiisse things before they are 
hidden from your eye8p>«-4d, ssaek dSigeatlyfpr aheart^^lt know- 
ledge of that glorious doctrine^ of jut^oalion by faith, which is the 
power of Qod to salvatioii,, to every one that, befieveth. This alone 
, ean guide us^afely, through^^wovld^ of trial and treuhle-<>-this alc^e,.. 
when death draws his dark curtuhs round our bed,, can. shed a ray 
of true heavenly light on the gloom of that hour, which shall pene- 
trate through tlie vaUey o£ l^e^ shadow of death,.^ into. the. bright, 
regions of immortality and glory. 

The Resolution was put from the Chair and can-ifed.. 

The REV. B. SWETE proposed, that a3 only an hour and fdrty>^. 
five minutes remained, and as they had yet two resolutions to move^ 
the time should be divided betwi^en the gentlemen, each speaking 
35 minutes ; and that at Four p'Clock the meeting should conclude. 

MR. FALVEY rose to speak, but the Chahnnan declined hearing 
him, the resolution hisving been carried. 

MR. HENI9E6SY asked, had it not been laid down as a rule» 



that no fwo tp^ers ^r\]!d loJlW on tW i|ame side ? and did not 
Mr. Cotter speak last. ^ • ' 

' The REV. CHAIRMAN expl^hed, that llie Society was met to 
discuss certain resolntioiis proposed for th6 adoption of its own 
members, who were of coufse at liberty to speak in whut order they 
pleased*»^the rule related only to ^ntlemen not members. 

MR. HENNESSY, this is a mockery of discvssionv 

The CHAIRMAN*^-8lt ddwti, SiK 

\ The command was obtegel'to be repe^d^ Otttefe oir twide, before 
Mr. Hennessy iffol^ €ompl)r^-«^^toiing -dtn^oided to address th6 
Meeting again. *• f .:• 

The ftfiV. MR. WAtt6flt, it would be a; strange thing, Sir, if 
after all the courtesy and politeness that has been shewn to that 
young man, he should be allowed to occupy and fritter ftway {fife 
whole time of this most respectable meeting. Let his prompters in 
fhis matter come forward ^ and we will readSy listen to thend*. 

MR. O'LEARY rose on the palt of tlie Roman CatKcdic Cl^gy» 
who he Bsdd had been alliided to. - 

The CHAIRMAN-4;he Ro^iacn Catholic Cleify have aot been 
aUtided %&. We are a Soeiety met for the adoption <^ our. <vwn reso- 
lutions ;. and if in courtesy we are disposed to hear any gentleman 
spedc, it must be under the rUlel^ we have adopted, tind under 
no other. 

MR. O'LEARY, would be sorry that the dignity and respeota- 
bifity of the Meeting were ftTrgotten. It had .been said that Mr. 
Hennessy was spirited on. That Gentleman was spirited on "by 
nothing but the spirit of enquiiry ; and he requested that observation 
might be recalled. * ' 

MR. WAUGH said he would explain in due time. 

MR. FALVEY was then allowed to proceed. He could not in- 
sult his religion, the religion of a Xavier, a Cyprian and an Augus- 
tine — the religion of 1800 years standing ,by supposing it needed his 
defence, he did not stand there to defend it. Nor would he insult 
the victory which an uninspired Mountain Priest hafl gained over 
the Goliath of methodism. 
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but fat Mm* tltsre to aiki* w)iAt religion it was, isMch. the gendies 
men were to anxious the people of Ireland should receive. They 
admitted that Roman Catholies possessed the essentials of salvation ; 
and he would shew them, that if they put the Bihle into the hands 
of untutored persons, they put into their hands the means of denying 
the essentials of Christianity ; and put them in a way of working out 
their eternal damnation (no no) therefore it would he more expedient 
to leave the Catholics o^Jreland in possession of the religion they 
already had, and which they acknowledged possessed the essentials 
of salvation* A man ought he a Bihle raaderi and yet not a Christian. 
He lumself had read the Bible, and he found In it a great number of 
discrepancies i For instance^ the doctrine of the Trinity, was part of 
the Christian fiuth ; yet he found Christ, in the 13th chap, of Mark 
32d verse> denying that he possessed the attribute of omniscience « 
** Of the houi^ knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in Hea- 
ven, neither the SoA ; but the Fathen^ ' 

CAPTAlK GORDON, this Sir, is the argument of a Socinian ; 
and I submit, that the gentleman is breaking through the rules of^ 
the Meettiig. 

The CHAIRMAN, did not agree with Captain GoMon. Mi*. Fal- 
tey's lin^ Hi argument Was inti&nded to shew, that the use of ihd 
Scriptures was dangerous ; and for this purpose, he was pirodttciitg 
the errors that h& supposed ignorant persons might fall into. 

MR. FALVET) iif then the indiscriminate reading of the Bible 
leads to Infidelity, then your principles must lead to Infidelity. 

MR. WAUGH, it h^fi been ruled, that the points in dispute 
between the RomaA Catholic and the Reformed Churches only^should 
be discussed ; and that Socinian and Deistical points should not be 
eiltered on. I conceive that Mr. Falvey is endeavouring to prove, that 

« 

reading the Scriptures leads to Socinianism and Deism, he is stating 
the arguments made use of to support those doctrines ; and therefore^ 
according tO the rule laid down, 4 conceive that he is out of order. 

The Rev. CHAIRMAN would put it to Mr. Falvey, if he had not 
better desbt from that line of argument. He was to be limited to 
the points in discussion^tween the Church of Rome and the Church 
of England ; 4l|ut these Churches agreed in holding the divinity of 
Our Saviour ; he must therefore see that he was out of order. 
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Mr. FALVET did not st^d np as the Champion of the Ghuirclfi 
of Rome, and he ojoght oiiot therefore to he .comp(i9ed to defend h^^ 
H« hut fofiowed the precedent vhieh Mr. Hennessy had heen s4^owe4 
to set him; and he Mr. F* ought not to he debarred from what w^ 
conceded to him. 

The Bey. CHAIRMAN-*Mr. Hennessy had <?ertainly deidat^ 
Dromthe rules yesterday; and in consequence they had,hee|iLdd'dow|L 
agpain more strictly that morning, gmng due notioe to ey^fgyvon 
that their ohsenranee wouM he required. Mr. F« ]wd received thiKt 
notice; and he had no right Ito plead a former deviation aA an ev 
teiple. 

The RcT. RIGHAJU) I4EE said, the right of priyate j[udgment 
was one of the controversies hetween the Protestant Ghurob and the 
Church of Rome. . Mr. Falyey in order to 8i]^port his opinion, tb^b 
the right of privWie jui^^ment ought not to he i^wed, was taking 
that line of argument by hypoUiesi^, in order to shew that the e:|£rcise 
of it was unsa^B; and he (Mr, Ji.) thought.he was.wMJiin the Umitjfs 
of the rule.' . . 

Mr. FALV£y<r- thank you Sir, thftt is xe$Uy my ?iew. I amgb^ 
:to find that tiiere Is one gentleman of the Established Churdi, 
» man <tf talent and of geniiss, who is able to iinto*atand my .iPfWil. 
[Alter an intimalion from the Chair that be was at Uheety to pi:oeee|, 
Mr. Falyey went cm ] • Christ in the most unequiyocal. language had 
dedarlsd that he Aid not possess the attribute of OmniscienQe. ■ If he 
.waa told that this related to the hypoistatic uniisn, hetween the htt- 
.manity and dltinity of our Sayiour, he .asked, what; authority was 
there for that explanation ? There waa none-i-»It was hut m nve 
.dietum of the person who gaye it. Again Chaak had daid ^' of him- 
self ha could do notiiing,!' and whadaeed dckiyitii^ woida of ChriM^? 
IIere>tiien ttierat wbmtwe attiihutea essentially rQqwbite.ilo dilrini^, 
omnisdencd anfl omnipi)tence» expressly idecluisd b^ dhrist.not 
to.be his. How/.he would.ask, was a pereoii ta^dngthe Setiptnoes 
for hit sole guide, to rafionQiki<thi8 with the dhoftrine of theTnv^? 

He (Mr. F;) did not wdtrslattd. the objeotof the. Mseting-<^e 
' suspected their bhfoet wasra kimi d€ qiiritual Qwxeitismi g«l^ u|t ior 
: the purposeaoi^inflnsKahg IIm pesple of IflehoMl. 1% •smed lo lis #c- 
.paofced upon theirst day, ithMtho. Reman .CWholkaBrhsM imd^ 
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iIm dtfpdtj 0^ llieb ekllM too much, they tlieughl' it unxieeessarjr tt 
tntier into al'gfumeiit with meiiy who for ought they Imew, kai( »o 
'leBgionWhateter. [A person in the crowil hen cdied out, '* yD«^ 
own brother is here.*^ If he ia here, but I iuspeet he is not, lie never 
was, and will not now be ashamed, to give evidence of the fidth 
that is in him^ 

MR. WAU^H^ woiild say that if Mr. Falvey's brother was hnse» 
he had a right i& be heard i and if hc^ wasi he had no Ambt lie 
would conduct himielf as a Gentlemin. 

The REV. MR. FALVEY stood up from among the crowd, md 
said Mr. Chairman* . It has been itat^d tiM I was present, and the 
statement was tiut>illn dui^ i suppose, ^th the ihtentiDn of ashing: 
the question, wiiether I was i^ady to meet those who acidailed th^ 
rel^:ton of #hich I am a profesBor# If this was the design^ they 
who imagined it, should havte had better memories than not in hare 
secdlected that I stooid ftvWard prelifly^ on a former occasion, and 
did not shrinlc from the defence of my principles. The^ Mig^on I 
profess, is one wUch I hold in the deepi^st respect ; knd let no maa 
say that I was ever afraid or atfhamed to stand forward its adrooate t 
and to shew t^e frUacy of those men who endeavoured to oveftom it; 
I have been a listener Sir, and it was my intention to have been a 
aileiit listener to yoor proceedings. I did liot intend to address die 
Meeting, I heard the speeches on one side, and the GHhtt^ I heard 
•the ai^fumenta brought forward against that child in years, but man 
in intelleet ; and I did not hear him answered, and Mr Chairman, 
Uiit not be supposed that s iseling of terror or unwillingness exists 
in the mind of any Roman Catholic;, ta meet any person who 
wishes to argue upon the ptABt of religion. It may be a-mere ma^ 
ter of explanation,, for it ia not my wish to offend, hot I would ask, 
with what view this Meeting is got up ? I know I am snrroiuided 
wiU^ Protestants, perhaps Seventy to One ; but if. yoiy proceed upon 
Ihe professed principle of your Meeting,: hear those wha will qieak 
pro and eon—hear those wha will give one side, and hear those who 
wffl give the other. I have observed the becoming complaisance 
vritk wideh Hm Rev. Mr. Walker certainly dcferved to be heard; 
IM I bars heard, abd the various islirruptSons with wUeh that (doM 
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Im fe»rt» f win tpkat MH Urn, hut «uh in laNUtct, wM 
I miirkad tlm differejiee between tiie atte»Cio9 that wM^paU tp ope, 
ind the nttention that was paid to the other^ and I say his ai|fiime9ts 
hwre not been answered. If Mr. Walker has the manliness to stand 
before hun, let him do so, ind let bun answer his quesdonsy not t^ 
apeeeheSy bat by argument. I heard Mr. Walker's objection to thts^ 
bia bri^ and beanltful simile about a Pacl^ of Harriers following a 
Pox, with which the Rer. Gentleman so forcibly Ulustrated hb ar- 
gmiient t but I tiiink it went strongly agidnst himself » for in my 
opimon^f^if the hound be true, and you let him alone, he wHl rw 
down something or the other |ir the end. He speaks of persona- 
lities being produced by this system, but I ask him, did that child 
with the Tdiemence of youth, and the incentire of bad treatment, 
depart from deeaprumY when he ungenerously put on him (he charge 
of following in the stepe of the -infidel f aimsrrrwhen, though the 
.^nta we«, Hot oude hU own. but used, for «« p«nK>.e f 
shewing that some authority was necessary to correct the wanderings 
of the human mind, he turned round upon him, and assuming the 
man, the dignitary and the Priest, he lectured him for what he 
nevei^meaol. I em op}y an||aed that his own spirit did not^raise 
him up on thitt platfoRn to mdieat^his name, I. will not say termi- 
jwte his rictory* The form of, tii^ 'argument w^. this-^that the 
coQtents of the Bible did not gire. ii^ prima facie eridence.; which 
it would seem to require ; and if itdidnot, where was the efid^nce 
got, was it fypm, the pp^ej^ *puit^ & wa(p,i|ot*— Wberq t^en did 

it proceed fisqpv^ 

MR;. HENNBSmr, let ban eome ferward now and oppose me. 

The KWk MRtiFALYEY,. in rindication of that young Genie- 
man, I will boldly state, that it bnot by speedi-making that truth 
is to. be afttainedi but by^a categorical examination. It is true that 
to sqpne questions iutlfteoli^, we^ cannot give a dbrtect ye? or no ; 
but libei» is not a question,wlvich>idll not admit of/that, op a dwtinc- 
tion, which can be afterwards explained. In this way you would 
eome directly to the point in issue >:• if your answer was correct, it 
would cany conrietion along with it^.if ypu did not answer, it woidd 
be beeause you were unable. Commence and go through a eatego- 
ylesl OMBdnalion neir-^if you pleaae, I amveady tivwidsrtake it. 



lltivhi^'^aid «o ittucli, t wU! only add that I M^^oiild not Have inter-' 
rilpted you, or come forward at all ;^ but tbat it was «liouted icith 
annr of triumpb, '*tke brother of tbe last speaker is here.-' I 
echo — ^he is here. 

MR.'PALVEY, I hate teetso many iiit6rritpti«ms, that I tMiik it 
Qiseiess to proceed tother ; especially -when -I pei*l;dvd ttly brother, 
|>utdng aside every personal feding, and challenging yonr whole 
tonclave. He has endeavoured to set tiie Meeting right with < ires*- 
pecttoMr. Hennessy's object in wishing to proceed by questicm andan^ 
iBwer, with whidihUsopponentisafraidorashalnedtocoifiply. Undwken 
the Gentleman finds he cannot give a direct ahswer'ti^ his objections, 
with the tact of an accustomed Orator, he endeayimrstoengage^your 
attention, by 'sweet and delicately rounded periods. I tnll-now 
give up my time, although I could have made ihany arguments upon 
the siAject, and lelive the question between the Bcv. Cfentieman 
and Mr. Hennessy. If my brother necessarily does inbeffme, 1 
know I shall not be ashamed of him. 

MR. HENNftSSY, 1 only asked two mlntrtet yedtewlay to «)1to 

the objection I brought from a ddslacal writer, and they would no^ 

be granted to me. 1 mentioned that objection, to ishow diat It 

'could not be aasweted but by a Commentary ; and I ask you Mr. 

*^ailiSer, if you could hare solwd it trithout one, why did y<m pur- 

^c^ase fcfector Tf arburton's Commentaiy on th6 Bible last night ? I 

"mire jwiHJfes*' dilemma, and take up my argument g»m verbis. Give 

me"a yes" or no"; or a distinction. You cannot object to it, for if 

logic be not the way of coming at truth, why Is it the medium 

empforlWWtlfM'^fillTersities in the world? 1 ask any of tiie 

'tereSaHSXniKk^ Me, if they ever Went through « theological 

''exMmn1iiWfe'er(fe8|8*tKit was not by way of question and answer? 

'Wy'arg^^t ia'ttt^f HffiH? ^'commentary is reqiArSd for the SksHp- 

' ^?, ?.?^^'iinlk?--9^iH?cifi«8f «tey that certainly— If H is f«qrfr»d, 

"w&at IS* ta?*M^lJiK'i«t?<ai!^f«i>eoirfethe use of eommciithrie*? 

''fei8''nfeW§»i^, *^iy A»flk^^->*» one last -tf^ht td clear up 

V*o^i^cfeo'K','^fi?3ff ^lififSd*! ncSBIlMiftfeiHiW done ? 

'''"•^R. n?A'L'K^.i'ih*W(qtte^rf\J''(HaP«te^»«lW*hlB aOT«rent dls- 

""^pan%''8rtiP»fe'«d6ffW0«%es-»l*»6«'« ««i«sJs, k whe- 

•Ihir Wftgt^^iatoi^VifcoWJlSeJ^a^tDlirti*!^ ; 



Mid if it 18 not, 1 i^fipMl to the Mvetkig, ifhot^ Ult% isMUblolAi; 
tfamoty whMi b to satisfy tin ftoiiid of any mill ? 

Mr. HENNESSY.— I made use of no lucb wordd. Either cdm» 
nentarjr is neceisary in' ScrlpMre, tor is not. If itisneceskkry^^oa 
and I agree, and cannot disagree^ when i assert that |Mivalte jXi^if^ 
ment.is not the whole guide. • It is not necessary for Scripture, why 
did you use one last night ? ., 

Ma. WALKER-T-commentaries may he t^^/^-hut thejf arenot 
necessary. 

Mr FALVEY,— Mr. Wallcer is not taking rUp^ the argument 
rightly— •he does not take up the dilemma, hut flies off from it. 

Mr. walker. I say that .taking it in the meaning of indispeiv- 
sable necessity, commentaries are not necessary. They may he 
useful in illustrating things in the Scripture which are. not essentia}. 
And when we use them, it is in deference to the authority of Scripture, 
not as paramount to it. When our opponents impugn our pos'tiop 
that the Scripture contains all things necessary, \idthout the addition 
of commentary, for eyery difficulty which they hring forward a^ .re- 
quiring commentary to solve it, they ought in cimsistency to brii^ 
forward an infallible authority from the Church of Rome exphdniiig \p, 

Mr. HENNESSY I am not answered. I repeat my argument 

* « 

and urge it on lum. CCrieS'^-You kque got your answer. J . 

The Rev. CHAIRMAN— I cannot permit this perpetual infringe- 
ment of the rule. You have receired your answer, and must permit 
the proceedings to go on. 

Mr. HENNESSY. — I want to prove that this it^ not a correct a|i- 

swer. It is but a mockery of discussion, to allow me to propose a 

question ; and when it is avoided, tell me that I have got my direct 

' an^er. I repeat my question, could you answer my question about 

the change of the name without consulting a commentary. 

Mr. WALKtfR— I answer I could clear up the dtdSicuIty, by a 
' reference to odher passages, and the aid of my own private judgment, 
- and if not by my own, 1 could by the private judgment of another, 

* and it is aH the same, l^e principle is untouched. * 

•The Rev. Mr. WAUOH — I believe the Meeting are satisAed, 

• though this gentlemen is hot; Mr/ WaBc^ has repli^ ^S^dnetly and 
' uDequirecaHy ; but tve wlH settle the husinetis iu aaothfer manner. 



Mr. 8v#te, at iNteiny lo thtf Soeietf, on the part 0f the Clergy •£ 
^6 EstabHshed Chiilreh« aecepta the cballenge that has been t^wtt 
4Mil by ih^lley. Mr. Faltej. 

Mf. HENNESSY— If yon are not able to eonfute mo, it is uadrnm 
fcr yon to attempt confuting Mr. FUrey. 

Mr. WALKER— -It 1$ impossible to eonfbte yon, becauiTe you 
«aiinot nnderstiuad what is said to you. 

Her. Mr. FALVEY— I lunre already stated, that it was my inten- 
tion^ to haTe^beoa a silei^t listener, and I shojiild not perhaps hare 
«)pened my Ups, had I not been called on. Whim T.did make my 
appearancey 1 repeated that I did not like the system of argument 
tiiat was carried on i^ tor in my n^ind it is not calculated to comfi.to 
Ihe proof, but to wander fbr ever in the. mazes of error : but that that 
aystem of argument which ciaine nearest to the truth, was logical a^- 
foment, followed up by our adversaries and answered by us. When 
I gjfjokt this, I also expressed what I felt-r^that I am not afraid to 
appear before you, one and aU—^myself, single and. alone~to yindi- 
eate my principles. -But I deem^ that it Is only wl\eh I am called on 
hj jny duty to tflj^, that there is any necessity for me to cpme Ibr- 
ward. For what can any man think of the sy8tenK.Qf arguipent car-* 
Tied on by professedly public ^sputants^ when a chUd is able to put 
them dpigm? When I say I am rea^y tp ente/ into ^ discussion, I 
fland upon my own authority i tof the discipline of my Church does 
not aUow me to bring her doctrines into controve^isy of my own ac- 
cord ; but if they are impugned in my presence, I am at liberty to- 
defend them. I wUl now. take up in a few syllo^sms the argument 
«f the day; 

The RcT. Mr. WAU6H sidd, it was understood by all the gentle- 
men on the platform, that Mr. Falvey's chaUenge had reference to a 
liitnre time ; and that he was anxious to enter into a disputation— 
^at he was pledged to one and all, and at any time and place. Tbe 
duration of their Meeting was neaa*ly concluded, and he wished to 
know, whether he had misunderstood Mr. Falyey, when he thought 
lie eaid, hp, was prepared to meet any or all, at any time or plaee. 

Mr. O'LEARY— Hiis looks like iubterfoge. You mutt ha»e 
hmA Mr* Fahqr wfi that ha was notilbwnd to bring tha dooftriat 
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^ yt ClnMk &to ^vttotioii ; birti whrni ^j iriri ttiielcdli b« Mil 
■It libertj to Meiid tkem.. 

The Rev. Mr. WAUOH^-Ceriaiiilj Mr. 01iiinnui$ if it I«dbi8il 
vndersteod Ulttt tlifi cfaaUenge wts for this noaioift} ii I really did 
tUnk it warn for ftome ftiluro ttrnkt it could not have been accepted, 
acGordtng to the rulea^ in the way. that it was. The rejpilation of 
the Meetings was^ thatlte Speaken ahooM be heard alternately. Mr* 
Falvey apdke Jast^^-if the R07. Mr. Fahey now takes potaessioni th^ 
time win be occupied until 4 o'Clodc, when we^must break np. Hie 
understandii^ of the g^nUenaen on the piatfiprm wto^ thait Mr. VtX* 
▼ey had pledged Inmself to a fitture diapiltalioni 
J Acta Mr. PAIiV£Y^->I aoi the person in question^ knd I am beat 
able to explain my own meaning. My name waa called, and I mat 
here at the call. As a dtorgynlan of the.Bonten Catholid Ch««]i, 
it waa not at Ubeity with me, to ippofot a day for the discussion of 
her tenets; but if I hear them impagned» I ani permitted to defend 
themt . This is tha only moment I idsh I was on that platfonuythit 
I mifht shew my toViereigB Isontanipt for ihofee wlltio«A 

The ReF^ CHAIRMAN*-*Wltt ,yoai wnm <ip on the piatform Mn 
Falvay? \Mxi FtXrey accepted the invtlstldn^} 

CAPTAIN GORDON.'*^-! beg to observe, that nnless we break 
throngh the Rule laid down before, the Her. Mr» SWhey cannot speak 
after his brother. 

Rev. Mr. FALYfiY. I am called up hers, and then yon wOlnot 
let me speak. 

The Rev. CHAIRMAN. A very short 4nie RUtalns for na to 
finish our proceediDgs Mr. Fsdvey ; and I bcig thai yon will noloa* 
cupy mora than half an hour« 

Rev. Mr; FALYET. I shall occupy qnueh iess tine than you 
imagine Sir. My object in appearing on this platform was, that tka 
words which fall from me should be clearly and distinctfy heard fnd 
•understood by every vufividoal assemble^ iit thia Meetings IHiat I 
have said, perhaps aQ dki not hesr ; and you will foi*give me thava* 
fare if I repeat it. I stated, that I only appeared when my namo 
was mentioned as being pcesent ; and when an insinuation was thrown 
out, thatthe Roman Catholic CJergy were afraid to appear to vin£- 
•als. their fafth. I stated afterward^^ tHa dlseiplina. af aqr ChilrA« 
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I 'n6w r^eat %| u I find my fHendfl eayiiif lliat tii«y ctimol 
break-through a rule of this Meeting. A rule how made, may be 
doMi awty to-ia«ntyfr ; but the disdptiBe wbieh .coiimeiiGed 1900 
yciirs afo, can never be done airny with by me. That difidplme pre* 
Ytoto any menlber of the Roman Cai^lic Church brihgiiig wilfiilly 
|Eit# dispute, the doetrines which remun on so old and respectable a 
feiiidatlon : but if be is present when they are brought into question, 
ha is at liberty, and is bound in. duty to defend them. I am ready 
Qftlir, either with Mr. Gordon, or the Rey. Gentleman before me, to 
ttti up the points, in dispute between us, and to make him pr^ve, if 
he can, the consistency of hiff own principles, or the fslsehood of 
mirie. This is the objed of my coming before you, and I thank you 
for ^dur patient hearing. 

; CAPTAIN GORDON. The Rey. Gentleman has stated his 
readinesB to enter the lists with Mr. Wadker or myself--l must say, 
tin^ sueh a statement comes at rather a suspicious period, when the 
JtfBeting can only last for Sd mimites longer. I hove not the least 
hesitation in -saying, that I am ready to meet Mr. Ealvey, or any 
flttter Rdman Catholic Clevfyman, knd with Go^s asaistanoe toprore, 
that their Church is an aiiti*scriptural Church, and that th^ them- 
iakes are the Priests of «i'>anti-scriptural Church. 
. ^tr. Mr. FALVEY. I idU pledge myself to do as much 9^ bds 
been done here in two days, in ten minutes. 
: CAPTAIN GORDON, tt was implied that the discussion was 
to be at a future time — let it be to-morrow. 
« Rey. Mr. FALVEY. I am ready was the expression. 

CAPTAIN GORDON, I began with the observation that the 
time was nearly expired, and treble what remuns of it would not be 
1 enough for my purpose, allow sufEicient time and I am ready to 
^laeet you. 

REV. MR. FALVEY, as Mr. Gordon adheres so closely to tbe 
ir^^ulatioqfOf this Meeting, he must allow me to haye as much re- 
* ij^t for the rules of my religion. I regret that' something did not 
' biAag me forward at an earlier period- ; but what is diere to prevent 
itilfe Meeting being extended to 5 o'Clock. 



' *BV. MR. WAUGH, darkness. 
CAPTAlN^ GOHDON 1 caa't understand on what principle Mr. 
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FiM^Tej 18 at lipHy txr^end hii religion now, ^and not at any otiier 
tanle. If w^^joivii te ano^iier day^ surely you might come in by 
accident^ 

The Rev Mr. FALVEY could not consent to this '' blinding the 
D in the dark/' 

The Ret. Mr. WAU6H to^e and said^-I really think Sir, that it 
tan hardly ,be necessary at this time of day to tell the world that Pro- 
testants have always been anxious to come forward in defence of their 
reli^oBv It is l^eir decidied wish Sir, to meet discussions conscious 
that ft tends to disseminate truth, to spl^ad the light of Scripture, 
and to dispel tbe darhness that has rested on the world for ages.— * 
The*lateneslr of the hour, howeyet, makes it impossible to continue 
this Meedng much longer at present, lind on to-mortt)w the several 
Clergymen around me must repair to their respective Parishes, and 
this House be prepared agnihst the Sunday services—- ^but on any con- 
venient day that shall be fixed^ the gentlemen on the platform declare 
their readiness, to enter fully into this controversy. The RevI Mr. 
Falvey says, the discipline of his ChUrch does not allow him to ap- 
point a day for discusMon.-^-I respect Mr.* Falvey's talent— His con- 
duct on this occasion commands my respect, and I sincerely regret 
that he was not here yesterday, a!s it would have been highly gratify- 
ing to have been opposed to a person understanding his own princi- 
ples, and prepared to defend them, instead of having our time occu- 
pied by gentlemen, each of whom bursting with impatience, and ap- 
parently dissatisfied with his fellow-labourer, was auxio\is to remind 
him that the l^and of the clock had gone its appointed round ! The 
conversation that has just 'taken place Sir, has greatly curtailed the 
time allotted me, you will therefore, permit me to proceed at once to 
observe on t^e outcry that has been raised against the Society, as 
disturbing the land with its controversies. Peace-loving Protestants 
should not condemn us ; they have been long silent, and to what pur- 
pose ? Roman Catholics ought not, for they have originated and 
provoked the contention. I have said Sir, that Protestantism has 
never shrunk from the avowal and defence of its principles, yet I 
lament to acknowledge, that the glory of having originated the dis- 
cussions which have for 0ie last few years taken plac6 in Ireland, does 
not rest with Protestants, lliey were quiet, and quiet too long. For 

M 
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and in some instances successfully in mf^^<ion^^^fiJ^ir systems; 
whilst they aii[Owed and g-Ioried in it. Nor do I attempt Sir, to con-, 
den&n siich conduct, for my firm convicdon i6,tkat#hetnaB who con-^ 
scientiously helieves he holds th^ truth. as God ha/t^y^aled it^ 
is bound to endeayour its spread---iuid-l shoxdd tt^spis^ the Rotaiin 
Catholic Clergyman, who> satisfied that his creed contaifts |)Ure axtd 
unmixed th§reli|^on of Jesus ChHst, did nothyeV^ ]^per s^esns, by 
night fbd by day, strive to extend its infiuence. This te tlie right for 
which we contend, this is the conduct we wish to f»t(6tiee, <oriy let th^ 
means be honest, and open, and manly, and Christisil, aaid Seriptu* 
ral. tn proof of my assertion, that th^ Controversies did itot (aom^ 
mence with Protestants, t heg to ftcsH to the teeotiection of tnany 
who h6ar n^e> the fact, that duiifi^ a succession of seasons, two per^ 
sons iq)peared in the Chapel of Carey's4ane, In this City, one per* 
sonating a Protestant, and the other a Roman Catholic, t6 hnpi^ 
each the oth^'s religion^ and defend Ids owti. To be sure the Pretest 
taut provided for the occasicfti wastttnkn of sl[raw-**fae was imderth^ 
influence of the nnldCBt and medcest inotives*, and took care not td 
bring forward anjrthing too strong or oom^ncing;, lest it might Irritate 
and excite unchristian feeling In the breast (rfhis nitagoiifet^-'-I need 
not say what effect this was calcinated to have on the RoafttD CathO'* 
lies who witnessed the debate, or what influence -it was intetided to 
have on weak and ill-instructed ProteMaiHts. Here was ei^troversy 
with a witness ! Yet, notwithstanding l^e aeriousness of this attack^ 
and the hollowness of the defence, Prdtei^fcants iMill cohtinbed qidet ; 
and if at length bona fide Protestants appear, able and willing to de- 
fend their own principles, who shaU dare to bkme them ! At last, 
however, Sir, the spirit of a general opposition to the errors of the 
Church of Rome wa« called up, and I will inform the Meeting by 
what instrumentality; and as in my progress 1 shall be miderthe 
necessity of stating some phun, strong, and perhsps ui^^cassnt t^tilhs, 
I intreat the gentlemen who think differently from lne,*not to 8a]9po8e 
that I mean the slightest insult to their feelings. 1 appeal to the 
Roman Catholics who have known me, clergy and huty, whether, at 
the same time that I have been always ready to avow and d^end niy 
^dnionsy I have ever been inattentive tb the kindness and eourteflj 
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i|E^iirM)9 Vtk i. Uit did I an aiijr sttph occasion as the prf tent i^entr 
by halvei», I shQMl4 disgrace; mjself, and betraj the cause of truth.. 

The origiimHiig cfttse, Sir, of all our re<;ent cootrprerwies. vast 
l|ie men^orikUe attemj^ made to bolster up, what Protestants siay \^ 
jiAwed to eaU the extraordbaryand iirational docUiae of transub- 
st«nt«i^9» bj the miracles of Hohenlohe. On that doctrine, every 
thin^i^sieoane^ted with priestly power and influence dependS| and it 
.was iHuiS^Bedi if such vooders were generally belieyed, that of 
, coarse the eao^e of the Reformation must iaU. Still i^ wfs com- 
pair«*iv«ly ^t, it being supposed that such clwn«^ «|tempt8, fit 
odi| foT the fMfsest imd most besotted times, must call forth the 
iiidig»stiav| of the beads of W pto»»B Catbbtic Church, who would 
^|nslafrt;ly crush tliMn ; but when men ^of acknowkdged intellectual 
rank, and undoubted talent, i^ the 19th century, so far from belqg 
ai^wied of the miracle-mongerijig systeni, rushed eagerlj to its 
deA»ee, then, and not tiill then, aa energy was called lortl^, 
, which can only terminsite with the overthrow of all that is set in 
lif]^)osition to Christ's Gosp^. In addition to fhb, recourse was 
ka^ to the ar^h-infidel, Cobbett. I confess. Sir, I do fe^l inclined 
to use strong epUhets, in descnbing the disgrafCjeiful connection be- 
tween a Ghovch professing to be Christian, a^d William Cobbett ! 
Cobbelt,, Sir, was 4&e acknowledged instrument of the Churdi of 
Rome in nnktigning with calumnies the grossest and most un/fouii- 
ded that ev/er entered into a4ef rav^ed imaginadon, the doctrines of 
the Refwmed Rriigion ; and the corrupt libel was pushed into the 
most extensive ckculadon by an instrumentality with which I am 
well acquainted, and rei|d by tens of thousands* of our misguided 
population. By such . conduct the giant has. been aroused ! aivd 
because Protestantism at length ^omes forth in all its breadth and 
bri^tness, and restmg on the firm basis of revekiison, proceeds to 
unbolt, the human mind, and m^^hackte intellect, the keepers of 
the prison raise the cry of complaint, and indignantly exclaim 
*^ wbj disturb liCe peace of the nation ?" It is the duty and interest 
of eviwry n¥m to inquire *' wh^ is truth?" Much depends ou it. 
By and bye w^ shall all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
and as we are under the influence of that religion, which is the fruit 
f^ a Saviour's deaths or the contrary, shall the eternal state of each 
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bt ond of btef sedness or misery. It is therefore^ I repeat it, the dutf 
and interest of ererj man to exanune the foundation of his fiiith, \o 
see on what ground it really rests^ and whether it is built; on what 
can alone support him in the hour of death, and in the day of judg^ 
ment. Every genuine christian has a Gospel hope— a hope founded 
on the blood and righteousness of the Redeemer — a hope that ma^ 
keth not ashamed— a hope producing purity ; and it is a rational 
hope ; he is prepared to give a reason for it on eyery proper occasion » 
though with meekness and fear— I may further renture to asserl. 
Sir, that every man whose heart is thus infiueneed, who possesses ' 
the christian charity that is inseparable from a Gospel hope, |nu8t 
endoayour to extend the influence of what hae brought Heayen and 
happiness to himself. Is it possible that I, for instance, if I possess 
right feeling, can behold the mass of human beings now before me» 
without an intense desire, that they aU may come to the knowledge 
of the truth and be saved? It is. Sir, because we' believe the 
spread of what we are assured is truth to be our imperative doty^ 
and because we are anxious for the present and eternal welfare of oar 
Roman Catholic countr3nmen, that we are found employed as at 
present — and if we be in error, is it not the duty of those who thiiric 
80, to endeavour to set u» right? but while we mutually Engage iti 
this work of charity, in the name of our common Lord, let it be 
done in the spirit of love, let our Meetings be carried on with friend-, 
ship and good feeling, that we appear as his followers v^o said, 
•* hereby shall all men know that ye are my disciples^ if ye have love 
one to another.*' In following up its plans, the Reformation Society 
wishes it to be distinctly understood, that it disclaims all ailiance 
with worldly politics. 

MR. CURTAYNE, no pofitics, Mr. Waugh. 

MR. WAUGH, Mr. Curtayne, Sir, dwells so completely in 
the region of politics, that even to mention the term affects his sen* 
8ib^ities. I was proceeding to observe, that although the individuals 
composing this Society have doubtless their opinions with regard to 
matters which must interest every subject of a free Government ; yet 
so far from thinking alike, they differ very widely as to what may 
or may not be the best policy to pursue with regard to this 
coimtry. That very fact proves that the Reformation Societ|> 
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1b not to h^ £iared as n poUtical engine, its ' lole object beio^ 

to ipreed the religwus primsiplee of thai Relonaalioii to which the 

Biil^jectR of this realm of everjE persuasion owe so mueh. 14^ engages 

hx the. disseminadon of those principles because of their intrinsic 

exoettence,. thej being in strict accordance with the word of God. 

. If this Book, Sir,, be a xevelaAion from Heaven, it must be worthy 

jof its Anthor">-ftll that comes from God. must, be like him» and lead 

to hini.. VadouB. non-essential opinions may be held and eecemonies 

engaged in, as has been ably avd: eloquently stated by Mr. Walkei^^ 

of wluch no. mention i» made in the- Bible — but there is no 4octrine 

held by u^, ase^fiential to salyatioft, which )a ^o^ e^^Ucilly taught 

in that. blessed Book*— not om is antiHBci4ptaral»^«¥ery auch docr 

trine ift pure,, and leads :to purity . We also engage in the dissend* 

Batkm of these princ^es, because of their antiquity. I was rather 

9 I 

. astonished, Sir, at the declaration which fell from a gentleman 

. cypposed to «», that his is the mo^ ancient, religion. I mfiy be 

. pevmUted' perila^s to set my assertion in opposition to. his, and to 

aAnn, that otcrt is the. most anpient system of Christianity in the 

worlds J havelmade the aesertioik wittingly and deliberately ; and I 

pledge myself, to prove, whenev^er it may be necessary to bring for- 

watd that proof ,j that there is. not a single doctrine which is received 

by Protestants as essential, that has* not existed since the days of 

• our blessed Lord and his Apostles^ and fui^h^^ tha^ ther<e is not a 

doetHne ^the RwiifBai.C!atholie Ckw^eh in which she differs froniik 

ProtestanUf. thai it not a novelty^ We can marjc the date of each, ; 

> the. introduction fot instance of 'tranaubstanti^tion,. the prohibition of 

the marriage of the Clergy. [A voice from the crowd,. V it is Four 

o'clock"] I <iare say it approaches it, but X h^ve a few nUnutes yet. 

I have said Sir, that there is not a single doctrine in. which- the Church, 

of Rome differs from Protestant Churehea, that is not « novelty, that 

we can mark the . time when each was introduoed, the. iijidlviduajs 

. who opposed it, and the awful persecutions which werQ. the; 

fruit of that opposition, and how, and when, it was finally esta- 

blished. Yes Sbr, the seas of blood which were shed previous to that 

period when the reformed escaped from the tyranny and superstition 

of the Church of Rome, prove the existence of truth throughout those 

^ges— nor do we hesita^p to contend, th^t it is w$ who have an u^ 
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Mbrtvpted •uMotttion^-vthe'iiiatileivi^ited^fMOMa^ ifftrtiih ! Dlfl 
tiai« permit, Tadght Msilj tbiDW hew reAmuili«iip]iiioi{de8 promol^ 
ItsiHfidiui happiness, todal enjojnnent^ and national pspoepeftty. I 
am atwe tiMt the Reformaden ia charged with produofaif enth««iM- 
4io extravBfancea, b«t hat the Chnroh of Rome forgatlonher ScapulMr ? 
widi bteing Uie parent of di^ions, but I fearkmlgr^ ivMJirtalce to .pfove, 
M dme permit aie to eater into it at largo, thpt thutCfanvoh.hiuiliad. 
as omneroiii ^i^tdona, wmI atleaat «» Utter ooatenHoni, longlitioffi,. 
ttfie Reformation, aa Proteetaats ha^e had eince. 

Key. Mr. FAUVEY. Not eoneeraing dooiriao. 

Bar. Mr. WAUOH. Tee Shr, eenoenOng bolii dootvkie mi dli-. 
.jC^ne— the ?orj aabjeois on whieh Pkfotestanta diaagffeo«—vMr<o aot 
tlM Jeauits opposed to the Janseniats, {$» aeknowladgyid pmt of tbe 
€htuN:;h^raloogpei4od)oalli»doetrine4fpvode8^faBliy9 andtlK 
Fnmdaeana to <^ DonadoMUs, oa that of tiie fanmaaulafee eoao^- 
tiioQ ? n^t to sMAtion in hundred, others. Iho ttefcvmatidB le far^ 
ther charged wftii aaotsrtakitjf, aa not teflagaii |ilUii)^lo Mbuml. 
In replf we eaj, we ka^e eAe Bibk-^ whieh is at least aa tnfldliUe aad 
Intelligible m Hi» deereea of « thoasaad Gomicaa ! Ve^hava faeeu 
aiQustijF aeeuaod also wMi^mnNy to aotee aad oomnMaH* I daae 
^entwre to affirm ^at flM gfeademefioiithlsplatfotm posaesli agtaater 
jpiunber of eonmieBtarloB, and make more use of them, Hwa aaiy^qaal 
liumber of Roman Gathers in thelaad^ But la the naam of cam- 
»on setose^ if it is neeessary that Aiore be an boMBkM intfii^teCtalion 
of -the word of iniUliUe triAh-- if the light of Cod should be made 
yet mofo hiillknt-*-why does net the iafidl&le Choreh ha a»rcy to 
tiie souhB of her ^ildren, ftnmlsh an infidttbhs oomnMMt? Whetiier 
what is i^ cirenktion * amoag her mmnbora In thia aeuatry dosafioea 
that oharaoter, the geatlemeii who have eailed aa l^mdly daring the 
last two i^ys for notes aad oonmienfes shall judge, when I havejread 
a few notes IkOm their own eommeatary ioc tii^m. 

Matthew y. 10; ** Blessed are they wlilch are persecutedfor right- 
eoasneea sa)Be.'* Tlds'is the tes^-^ere ts the oommentary, ^'^ Bare- 
tiea and other makiBctoss scnnetimel saffer, but they lire ^blessed, 
because they suffer not for justice." 

Matthew x»i. 29, '^ Nay ; lest whUe yoafaHier up thetares, ye 
root up the wheat with them, let both grow together until the har-. 
vest, ac." CongwiciJitary, *• The good must tolerate the cvfl, when 
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h4s M strong tbat it isannol WtupprMsed without itmg^r fttt^'dittui^ 
ba&ce of the whole Chuiroh ; and eottimit the natter to God's juif^ 
went in the latter da^ $ otharwiae when iU men (be thi^ heretiet or 
other malefactors) may he punished or r^prest withovt diftnrbanee 
and haawd ot the go<>d, tliey inay, and ought by public authority, 
either spirituai or temporal, to be chastised or exeoufed,^ 

Siatthew XVI. l9, " And I will give unto ,th^e ^e keys of the 
Ititigdom of Hekven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be* bound in Uearen, luid whatsoever thou shale loosis ^ntarth shall 
be loosed >n tieavett." CommMtatty^ ''Wkieh land of refeasin|p 
or loosing is x;aSed imdu^euoe t finaSly^ this ^HtMeever exee|itetk 
nothing that is (Hmishable or psii*don|iUe .1^ Christ on eirth, fo^fae 
liath cottmkttd his jpower to Peter;" 

Mark v. 28, '' For she 8^id» if I md^ but touch his eloAes, I shali 
%e made Whole.** Commentary, *' He that toueheth th6 bone of a 
ihartyr, receiveth in 'some degree, holiness of the grace co* virtue that 
is their^in.?*. ' 

Luke tiir. i3, ** Oo 6ut iritd tli^ hijgfhways and hedges> and com- 
pel tfaeas to «dnie in.'* ComnMnilt^, ** iSt'. Au^stine also i^rreth 
this cmnpeMIng to the pen^ Iwwn, whieh Catholic; prinoes do |ugtli^ 
Use against heretics and schismatics, provii% that they who are by 
tfiefr foimer professlo* in baptism subject to the Catholic Chureh, 
hM al^e de^pai^dfrotti ^ sai»e, ^Xtt» seetil, may, and ought to b^ eotn- 
fHdkd into the unity and soeiety of the Unitersid ChulPch ^^^^tAa^-^'^Kf 
are to he ^revoked not i^nly by gentle nefms, but by just pusithinei^ 
^so/* 

Mm xtx% 17, '< Aiidheb»«rif»g^is^ros0,w«MlbrtH,l9tt;.'^ €oiHft 
mentary, '* The Cross had been endowed with the virtiie of mirades, 
botlL,the whole, and every little piece thereof.* 

Ifuke IX. M,.d59 66i " itord^ wilt thou thtat ^ cotfttt^mt filre t6 
com^ down A*om Heaven, and ci^nsume them, even as Elias did ? But 
he turned and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of. For the Sonof Man is not come to destroy men 'A 
lives, but to save tiicttk." C^n^mentary *^ Not justice dor aH Ag&MuiA 
punishment of sinners is here forbidden, nor EHas's fact rq>refaended^ 
lior the Chul^ch or Christian princes blamed for putting heietics to 
deatii." But who are heretics ? iee'*^fkaB in, 10. Let our Protestants 
mark idl ettiier properties that old heretica ever bad^ and they Shaft 
find all descriptions and marks of an heretic to faU upon themselves.'* 

1^ J,<An IDv. " Jf there come any unto you, and bring not this doc* 
trine, receive ^on not into your house, neither hid him God speed." 
Commentary, '' Every one who bdieVeth not Transubttantiaiion is 
an heretic-— in worldly affairs and secular acts we must avoid thep* 
•ft much aes we may ; because their familiarity is many ways eonti 



X 

y 



m.S' •» 



Hie foBowinE cprre^ndenoe tdok place between the Rer. Mr. 
Bbawort, phtlinnftnof tl)e Meetittg', and the Rt, Rev. Dr. Murpht, 

R. C. bishop of Cork :-., 

^' ;. JoMMwy 16M, 1828. 

Rbvbrbnd.Sir9-**-As Chairmftn of the hie Meetang in ttds Gify, of 
the Society, for pitmoting the religious principles pf the B^fonnatioA 
I am autfiiorised to «OQinpiuidcate ,to., you the following Resolution. 
''The RsT^ Mr. Valyby, Roman Catholic Clergyman of Cork, 
having declared at &e Meeting on Thursday, the 10&; inatant^ that 
he wap able and wiUing to defend the doctrines of his Church, but was 
preclude^ by the discipline of that Church from engagpbag in contro- 
versVy without the p^inisslon of his superior ; Resolved, that our 
Chaihnan be directed to convey to the Right Rev. Doctor MtraPHT 
the request of this Society, that he. will be pleased to release the 
Rev. Mr. Falvey from the restriction, and to permit him, or any of 
his Rev. Brethren, to meet the members of the Society, for the pur^ 
pos^-^f th^ discuasion by him proposed." 

And to assure you, that vour acquiescence in (his request will be 
esteemed a favour very gratifying to the Society, 

\ have the honour to be, Right Rev. Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

V. L. RBAUFORIf, Chainaai^, 
Thee R^ht Rev. ]fe^ Murwiy^ 



Revbrenb Sir,— In the afternoon of the 17th Inst, your commu- 
nication of the I6th reached me. As Chairman of the Society for 
Promoling the Religious. Principles of the Reformation, you call, upon 
me to release the Rev. Mr. Falvey from the discipline of his^ Church, 
by which he dechired himself precluded from engaging in controversy 
without the permission of his aupepoi^. 

In consequence of the Rev. Mr. Falvbx's abseiice from town, I 
have not heard from .him, until last night ^^ a late hour, a detail of 
the circumstances which gave rise tayour request. This detail haji 
not produced any alteration in my sentiioents respecting the contro- 
versial discussions of the day. They are the same which I enter- 
tained and acted upon, when solicited upon, a former occai^onby some 
of my own Clergy. Convinced from the experience of the last two 
years that such deputations are practically useless, subversive of 
Christian Charity, and dangerous to the peace and good order of So- 
ciety, I feel -myself more strongly decided to, refuse my ^^qiiiescence 
in your request. ^^^ .-» . 



I have the honour to be, Rev. Sir, U 

Your obedient Servant, 
JOHN MURPHY, R. C. Bishop. 

To the Rev. Mr, Beaufort. 
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